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Lt. Col. Lones W. Wigger, Jr. 


There exists a modest, typed on plain 
white paper, summary of the shooting ac- 
complishments of Lt. Col. Lones W. Wigger, 
Jr.; a copy recently came into my hands. No 
mention is made of any matches below the 
level of National Championships or Interna- 
tional Championships. No scores are given 
except new National or International re- 
cords. Even with those rigid guidelines .. . 
the Lones Wigger shooting biography ... 
covers six full pages! He holds, co-holds, or 
has held 29 world records, which includes 
16 team and 13 individual. This number 
transcends the accomplishment of any 
other shooter in the world. He was a mem- 
ber of 19 major U.S. International Shooting 
Teams, including four Olympic Teams. He 
won 108 medals in the 19 championships, 
including 65 of those medals being gold. He 
leads the list of medals won by any amateur 
athlete in any sport in the world. At the na- 
tional level he has won 77 National Champi- 
onships. 

Whatever sport is your favorite, you can 
always get a discussion going on the topic 
of who was ‘the greatest”. Baseball? Cobb, 
Ruth, Mantle, Dimaggio?? Boxing? 


Lones Wigger today. 
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The Lion of America 
by 


Geza Nagy, 
Dr. Lou Palmisano 
and the Editor 


Dempsey, Louis, Marciana, Ali?? Unless 
you are hopelessly prejudiced in your opin- 
ions . .. acase can be made for any of them 
... and others as well. 

I’ve never, in the last ten years, heard a 
discussion on who was the greatest shoot- 
er. Some things are so obvious ... cana 
greyhound outrun a beagle ... that just 
about everyone recognizes the futility of de- 
bating the obvious. That’s why we don’t 
have “the greatest shooter” debates. Heck, 
everybody KNOWS that Lones Wigger is 
the greatest shooter of the day and age. 

The world of International (300 meter) 
shooting is a world of pressure-cooker pres- 
sures . .. where one shoots for himself. . . 
and his team . . . and his country. Where a 
mistake in judgement on a single shot can 
negate years of work and effort by your 
country, and when you walk up onto that fir- 
ing line, you’re bringing a lot more than your 
personal little dreams with you . . . you may 
literally be representing a national effort. 
Pressure? Yep, in spades. And in that 
pressure-laden world, Lones Wigger has 
endured ... and prospered ... as none 
other has. 


A foreign firearms manufacturer, 
Anschutz, expressed it simply, yet elo- 
quently this year. The International free rifle 
with which Lones Wigger won so many 
championships, and set so many records, 
was retired permanently, and now rests be- 
hind glass doors, on exhibit at the US 
Shooting Center at Colorado Springs. Set 
into the side of the rifle stock is a gold plate 
... and the plate says ... simply, yet elo- 
quently .. . “To the greatest rifleman of the 
20th century. Lones Wigger. 1987”. 

You know ... that’s quite a flat state- 
ment. If the individual were any less a cham- 
pion than is Lones Wigger . . . there sure as 
heck would have been an uproar . . . per- 
haps an uproar with international tremors. 
Hopefully the Anschutz factory did not 
spend a lot of time holding its breath .. . to 
see if anyone would get all riled up. Nobody 
said a word. Like we said earlier . .. some 
things are so plain obvious that any darn 
fool can see that they’re correct. 

The phrase “of the 20th century” certainly 
takes in a bit of ground. One of the greatest 
American records of the shooting world 
dated back to 1903, when the great offhand 
shot of the day, Dr. Hudson, whose 100 
shot score of 2301 (fired on a 25 “possible” 
target, the German Ring target) seemed to 
have set a record that might just endure for- 
ever, due to the gradual retirement of that 
particular target from active competition. In 
1969 the AMU unit at Fort Benning became 
interested in seeing if their top shooters 
could do anything with that record. A supply 
of German Ring targets was obtained from 
the American Single Shot Rifle Association, 
and sent to Fort Benning. Seven AMU 
shooters fired the 100 shot match with 22 
rimfire rifles at 100 yards. Six of the seven 
shooters broke the Hudson record, with the 
top score being a 2383 by one Lones 
Wigger. 

Harry Pope said that the best 50 shot 
score he knew of was an 1178 shot. . . un- 
Officially, in practice . . . by Arthur Hubalek. 
Wigger’s last 50 shots totalled 1204! His 
equipment was an Anschutz 1413 rifle, a 
Unertl 14X scope, and Ely Tenex ammo. 
(Source: ASSRA Newsletter, 1987, Mau- 
rice Kaiser letter). 

When one speaks to those who shot with 
Lones Wigger over the years, and asks 

Continued on next page 


Lt. Col. Lones W. Wigger, Jr. 
Continued 


them what made him stand out as such a 
success. . . it’s interesting to see how many 
different strength areas were perceived by 
others as being “what set him apart”. The 
most commonly heard quotes . . . “absolute 
concentration” ... “nothing distracts him” 

. “insensitive to recoil” ... “nerves of 
steel” ... “reads conditions like a weather 
station”. 

Lones Wigger is pretty much retired from 
International competition these days, in- 
deed he now holds the position of coach of 
the US team. His next task will be to develop 
shooters that can go out there and win med- 
als . . . preferably gold in color. . . in Interna- 
tional competition. There is already talk that 
one, Glenn Dubis, just might be . . . one to 
keep an eye on. 

My personal favorite Wigger story is set 
away from the firing line. It was the 1986 In- 
ternational Championships, in Sweden, and 
a social group had gathered in one of the ho- 
tel’s larger rooms, with a reasonable supply 
of cocktails nearby at hand, a lot of shooting 
talk, and shooters of several countries drift- 
ing in and out of the gathering. One of the 
co-authors of this article was standing there 
peacefully sipping on a glass of wine, and 
sort of listening to three Swiss shooters 


standing nearby, debating some point of 
equipment, when Lones Wigger ambled 
through the door, into the room. All conver- 
sation stopped immediately where the three 
Swiss shooters had been holding forth . . . 


they stared intently . . . and after a substan- 

tial pause, one turned to his two compatri- 

ots, and said, with just alittle touch of awe in 

his voice... “Ahh. . . the Lion of America’. 
= END — 


108 International medals notwithstanding, he helps with the loading. 


The retired Lones Wigger rifle, held by another shooter. 
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NOTICE 


THE PPC CORPORATION AND THE FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ANNOUNCE THE MERGER 
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COMPANIES. BUSINESS WILL BE CONDUCTED UNDER THE PPC CORPORATION’S 
NAME FROM OUR NEW AND EXPANDED MANUFACTURING LOCATION. 


THE GOAL OF THE NEW COMPANY IS TO PROVIDE THE DISCRIMINATING SHOOTER WITH THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY MOST TECHNICALLY ADVANCED FIREARMS, COMPONENTS AND RELATED SERVICES 
AVAILABLE. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS GOAL THE MOST SOPHISTICATED DESIGN, MODELING, TESTING AND 
MANUFACTURING PROCESSES WILL BE UTILIZED. COST CUTTING TECHNIQUES SUCH AS UTILIZATION 
OF STAMPINGS, CASTINGS AND “ME TOO” VERSIONS OF PRIOR STATE OF THE ART TECHNOLOGIES AND 
DESIGNS WILL BE EXCLUDED. 


NEW PRODUCTS FOR 1988 

@ HIGH QUALITY BENCHREST RIFLES AND COMPONENTS 

@ SUPERBLY ACCURATE SPORTER RIFLES IN ALL CALIBERS 

@ COMPETITION QUALITY 22 RIMFIRE RIFLES IN SPORTER AND TARGET STYLES 

@ HIGH POWER TARGET RIFLES FOR CISM, 300, 600 METER AND 1000 YARD SHOOTING 
MEETING ISU AND OLYMPIC STANDARDS 

@ SPORTER ACTIONS AND BARRELED ACTIONS IN 3 SIZES USING SAKO OR WEATHERBY 
TRIGGER GUARD ASSEMBLIES FOR ALL CALIBERS THRU 460 WEATHERBY MAGNUM 

@ 50 CALIBER ACTIONS IN SINGLE SHOT OR REPEATER 


NEW SERVICES 
@ BALLISTIC RESEARCH, DESIGN AND CONSULTING SERVICES 
@ FIREARMS PROTOTYPING FROM YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 


PRODUCT CHANGES 
THE FOLLOWING CHANGES IN EXISTING SINGLE SHOT TARGET ACTIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE STARTING IN 
JANUARY, 1988 
@ FIRING PIN DIAMETER REDUCED TO .063 INCH 
@ SLIDING PLATE EXTRACTOR REPLACING CURRENT CLAW TYPE 
@ BOLT FACE COUNTER BORE REDUCED TO .100 INCH 
@ LEFT OR RIGHT LOADING PORT, LEFT OR RIGHT BOLT 
@ BARREL TENON THREADS CHANGED TO 20 TPI 
THE ABOVE PRODUCT CHANGES ILLUSTRATES OUR STATEMENT THAT “WE KNOW ENOUGH TO LISTEN” 


TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
TO BE AVAILABLE SOON IS THE MYTH DISPELLING RESULTS OF TESTS COMMISSIONED BY FIREARMS DEV. CORP. 
AND CONDUCTED BY THE H. P. WHITE LABORATORIES. THE TESTS COMPARED OUR PRODUCTS TO OTHER 
CUSTOM ACTIONS AS WELL AS COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE TARGET AND SPORTING RIFLES. THE TESTS 
EMPHASIZED STRENGTH AND SHOOTER SAFETY. 


NOTICE ON PRICES 
AFTER 3 YEARS WE FIND IT NECESSARY TO RAISE PRICES. EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1988 THE EXISTING PRODUCT 
LINE PRICES WILL BE RAISED 15%. 


ORDERING INFORMATION 
ORDERS CAN BE PLACED AS FOLLOWS: 


@ THRU NOVEMBER 1987 @ AFTER NOVEMBER, 1987 
FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT CORP. PPC CORPORATION 
P.O. BOX 2691 1012 GOFFLE ROAD 
BRYAN, TEXAS 77805 HAWTHORNE, N.J. 07606 


ORDERS WITH A 20% DEPOSIT PLACED PRIOR TO DECEMBER 25, 1987 WILL NOT INCUR THE PRICE INCREASE 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1988. 


A FREE CATALOG OF PRODUCTS AND SERVICES WILL BE AVAILABLE IN JANUARY 1988. AS ALWAYS DEALER 
INQUIRIES ACCOMPANIED BY APPROPRIATE LICENSES ARE WELCOMED. PLEASE SEND A LARGE SELF ADDRESSED 
AND STAMPED ENVELOPE. 
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PS STAFF Precision 


PRESIDENT: 
Myles Hollister 
R.D. #2 


Whitehall, N.Y. 12887 


EDITOR 


David D. Brennan 
37 Burnham Street 
East Hartford, Conn. o6108September 23, 1987 
(home) 203-289-8775 
(work) 203-643-1157 
Re: Attached letter 
SUBSCRIPTION NOTICES Herb Coates 


Stella Buchtel 9/10/87 date 
5735 Sherwood Forest Drive 


Akron, Ohio 44319 


216-882-6877 Gentlemen ; 
COLUMNISTS: ; 
Techical Banor: During the shooting season proper I try to stay out of your hair, 

M. H. Walker realizing that you may well have better things to keep you occupied. 
Benchrest - Feature However, gentlemen...as summer gives way to autumn...maybe you can 


Lt. Col. Rick Hornbeck = (hopefully) find a few moments to give us a hand. 
The Great Gunsmith 


SGely Maser Attached is a copy of Herb Coate's letter of September 10th date.He 
In eae asks several good questions therein...questions that really do not have 
red Sinclair 


finite answers...but rather are subject to varying opinions. 
Wildcats in Legend and Folklore 
Speedy Gonzalez 


I'm not asking you to address them all. How about picking out three of 
Ballistics and Philosophy 


Jon Leu them that appeal to you, and answering those three? 
Deputy Editor for Southwest : i r 

Robert Pease Thank you for your help. As in previous occasions, send your reply to me, 
Official Gunsmith on the I'll dress it up, and run all the replies together in PS. 


San Andreas Fault 
Geo. M. Fullmer 


Official Gunsmith at the Alamo 
Dale Hutcherson 


Official Gunsmith in Suspenders 
Harold R. Broughton 


ge a 
») 
High Velocity Stuff 
Allie Euber Editor’ 
Wildcats of the Confederacy 
Nick Young 
The Ballistics at the O.K. Corral Distribution: 
Geza Nagy 
a ig Number Brian Rubright Lee Andrews Bob Wirthlin Rich Griffin 
n Bu 
Gary Ocock Clarence Hammonds’ Dick Maretzo Wayne Corley 
al a cal Don Gentner Jim Greenawalt Lee Euber Clarke Greene 
Bart Wieder Jef Fowler Larry Baggett Guy Chism 
Uncharted Waters * 
Merrill Martin Lester Bruno Don Geraci Larry ScharnhorstBud Mundy 
Tha Swamp Fox Clay Spencer Lowell Frei Joe Valentine Art Freund 
Kenny Jarrett Tony Boyer Perry Morton Dennis Thornbury Bobby Love 
Kenny Jarrett Ron Hoehn Jim Borden 
Rick Hornbeck Ed Watson Kim Brown 
Seely Masker Dennis Wagner 
Allie Euber Jerry Masker 
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Sept. 19, 1987 


Dear Dave, 


I read, with a great deal of interest, your comments on the questions asked by 
Dave Scott in the September issue. From what I’ve gathered from previous issues, 
you have one H--- of a time gathering topics to write about. Personally I think 
you’ve got the solution, at least part of it. Select a readers question and answer it 
yourself. If somebody doesn’t like your answer, I’m sure you’ll hear about it. 
Hence, more pages for the next issue. I suspect a good share of the readers of P.S. 
are shooters new to the game with a lot of questions. Where else can they get an- 
swers? I also think you did an excellent job an answering Dave’s questions. 


Now that I’ve got you feeling good about yourself, I’ll ask a question that early 
shooters will have and I’ve seen practically nothing written about it. The method 
of holding a benchrest rifle during grouping. 


#1. Do you recommend use of the front rest stop? If so, how much pres- 
sure? 


#2. Are there particular guns or cartridges that refuse to group decently unless 
firmly held? I recall Tony Boyer saying he had to hold 6x47’s so hard he raised the 
rear leg of the rest. 

#3. What’s your opinion on shooting free recoil? Why does it work for some and 
not for others? 

#4. What do you recommend for contact on the wrist of the stock? How much 
pressure on grip? 

#5. 2 oz. trigger. Do you recommend slapping the trigger, a slow squeeze until it 
fires, or a quick press? 

#6. Should the crosshairs be aligned exactly on your aiming point, before ap- 
plying any pressure on the gun itself? 

#7. Obviously, whatever method is used, it must be done the same for each shot. 
But, let’s say a shooter varies his shoulder pressure ever so slightly, or varies place- 
ment of his trigger finger slightly, what would you expect it to do to a group that 
should have been a .250? 

Keep up the great work. Your contribution to this lunacy is well appreciated. 
Oh yea, almost forgot. Keep up the wise quips, I think they’re GREAT. 

Best Regards, 
Herb Coates 
Gouverneur, N.Y 


Continued on next page 


C7, HART RIFLE BARRELS, INC. 


Stainless Steel Rifle Barrels 


PRECISION STAINLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 
AVAILABLE IN .224, 6MM, 6.5MM, 7MM, 
.25 and .30 calibers, also .22 rim fire. 


Gunsmithing services and complete custom 
target and sporting rifles available. 


For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York 13084, R.D. No. 2 Telephone 315-677-9841 
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B-SQUARE 
TOOL SPECIALS 


Super Mag Arbor Press 


B-Square has a new super 
mag arbor press for precision 
reloading and industrial use. 
The new press will resize 
with ease and is portable 
for range use. 

The press is fully 
adjustable for all size 
tools and the ram is spring 
return with replaceable 
brass caps. 

The press can be used 
right- or left-handed, and is 
rated approximately 1 ton = 
Only $79.95 + 4 - 
$3.50 shipping. o 


B-Square's tifle "rest makes the per- 
fect portable rest. It fits into a 4"x4"x10" 
box, and the legs unfold to a 13" 
diameter with 4-8" height adjustment. 

The professional fullsize rest features 
hardened leveling screws, a spoked 
height adjustment wheel and split clamp 
housings for rigidity. 

Heavy 8 pound rest is $49.95 + $3.50 
shipping. 


B-Square Precision 
ShootingAccessories 


available from: 


- BOB PEASE ACCURACY 
P.O. Box 787, New Braunfels, TX 
78131. (512) 625-1342 


e CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
RD No. 1 Box 483, Saegertown, 
PA 16433. (814) 763-2769 


¢ SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL 
1200 Asbury Dr., New Haven, IN 
46774. (219) 493-1858 


B-SQUARE CO. P.o. Box 11281 Ft. Worth, Tx 


GARY OCOCK 


Dear Dave, 

It is apparent from Herb Coates letter that 
he is interested in benchrest shooting tech- 
niques. I'll give you my opinion on Herb’s 
questions. 

1. You can use a front rest stop if you 
shoot free recoil. Use the front rest stop to 
position the fore end of the gun the same 
place for each shot. No pressure between 
gun and stop. 

2-3. Don’t know. My personal shooting 
style is to hold onto all my BR guns, even the 
cruiser. I’ve tried shooting free recoil (FR) 
and it seems that you can shoot a tighter 
group, however when you lose a shot it 
seems to go out farther than when holding 
on. | can’t explain this, maybe it has to do 
with recoil (concussion) of the other guns on 
the firing line; maybe | just don’t have confi- 
dence in shooting FR. 

4-5-7. When | describe my holding on, I’m 
pulling the stock into my shoulder with three 
fingers (middle, ring and pinky) trigger finger 
resting on the trigger shoe or trigger guard, 
and thumb resting on the side of the stock. 
My trigger squeeze varies from slow to 
quick squeeze depending on my concentra- 
tion and conditions. Good shooting condi- 
tions slow squeeze. More important than 
trigger squeeze when holding on is what I'll 
call follow through. I'll try to stay in my 
shooting position for a split second after I’ve 
fired the shot. There have been times, more 
than | care to admit, when | have backed off 
the gun at recoil (no follow through) and 
have discovered that shot dropped out of 
the group. 


= MATCH 
em GRADE 
lemme BULLETS 


Fowler bullets have been competition proven in every 
major American benchrest event: the Cactus Classic; the 
Crawfish Invitational; the Super Shoot; the Champion- 
ships of both |.B.S. and N.B.R.S.A.; plus regional, state 
and local tournaments. 


These bullets are made by and for shooters who will 
accept only the best. They are hand swaged in Rorschach 
carbide dies from selected jackets, and subjected to 
rigorous quality controls to assure that dimensional and 
weight standards are met 

6mm: 66 grain and 69 grain flat base 

Box of 100 — $10.75 

Bulk pack of 1000 — $100.00 

.22: 52 grain (available in early 1987) 

Box of 100 — $9.75 

Bulk pack of 1000 — $90.00 


ee ] 
ae _) 
Fowlers also offers a complete line of precision shooting equipment 
and components. Send $1.00 for list 


Fowlers 
3731 McKelvey Street e Charlotte, NC 28215 
(704) 568 7661 


WAYNE CORLEY 


Dear Dave 

Here are my personal opinions on the 
questions that were raised in your recent 
survey. 

Yes, my front rest does have a stop on it, 
and yes, | do use it as | feel that the place- 
ment of the rifle on the bags in the same 
place for each shot is as important as being 
consistent with all the other procedures in 
benchrest shooting. This would also include 
being consistent with your shoulder pres- 
sure if you are leaning forward into the 
stop. 

While | have never owned a deuce, | gath- 
er from other shooters that 102 and 13% 
pound rifles so chambered will produce best 
accuracy when shot totally free recoil. My 
6PPC sporter will shoot best with the butt of 
the stock just very lightly touching my shoul- 
der, so | do not shoot totally free recoil. | do 
not touch the rifle in the wrist area. 

| feel that, for maximum accuracy the two 
ounce trigger should be squeezed lightly. 

As to aligning the crosshairs exactly, be- 
fore applying pressure to the gun, | think 
that this would be a waste of time . . . if you 
grip the rifle in the wrist area. But, on the 
other hand, it obviously would be mandato- 
ry if you are a free recoil shooter. 

| am only guessing here ... but | am 
guessing that the shooter who pays no mind 
at all to shoulder pressure on the buttplate 
will be adding about two tenths at 100 yards 
and five tenths at 200 yards to his groups. 
At some matches you will see shooters 
being driven crazy by vertical dispersion of 
their groups. Shoulder pressure variances 
just may be more of a contributor to this di- 
lemma than is generally realized. It’s much 
more easy to blame the equipment, or the 
conditions . .. than to admit gross shooter 
error! 


ACCURACY 
GUNSMITHING 


Benchrest, silhouette and 
live varmint rifles 
our only work. 


Feel free to contact us for your 
next rifle or barrel. 


We will order any reamer you desire, 
with a deposit. 


CLAY SPENCER 
Route #1, Box 546 
Scottsville, Va. 24590 
Phone (804) 293-4922 


BOB WIRTHLIN 


MY METHOD OF HOLDING 
A BENCHREST RIFLE 
DURING GROUPING. 

| will start with the front rest stop. | recom- 
mend a front rest stop with no forward pres- 
sure at all. In my opinion, in order to use a 
front rest stop, a shooter must shoot free re- 
coil. If a shooter is holding the rifle with his 
hand and has the stock tight to his shoulder, 
sooner or later he will have a good group 
going. He will get in a rush to beat the condi- 
tion and lock the gun up between the front 
rest stop and his shoulder. This has the ten- 
dency to lift the back leg of your rest. When 
the rifle recoils, there is no telling where that 
shot will go. 

My personal style is free recoil with a front 
rest stop. | let the rifle recoil a good 2” into 
my shoulder. My trigger hand has minimum 
contact with the stock; my thumb along the 
side of the grip and my trigger finger resting 
on the trigger. | also feel that you must have 
a 2 oz. trigger or less to use this method of 
shooting. If your trigger pull is too heavy, 
you pull the rifle back before it fires. 

| know some very fine shooters that hold 
onto their rifle like they were shooting a 375 
H&H and it was going to rip their lips off and 
beat the free recoil shooter. 

| think the biggest culprit in gun handling 
and a bad group is cheek pressure. | think 
this is a good test for all shooters new and 
old. Two or three shots with no cheek pres- 
sure and the rest with cheek pressure in the 
same conditions. The impact change will re- 
ally open your eyes. Cheek pressure is one 
reason | have a beard. When | feel my beard 
touch the stock, | know that is enough 
cheek pressure. The other reason | have a 
beard is to hid a lot of ugly!!! 

| would like to sum up my statements with 
these closing words of advice. We can ac- 
quire and build the best equipment money 
can buy and without near perfect gun han- 
dling and technique, we will always have 
one shot out of the agg. No matter what 
technique an individual shooter decides to 
use, consistency is the key. | try and pick 
techniques that eliminate human error. 
Then just as we think we have our 
technnique down pat, Mother Nature steps 
in and we have one out any way. If everyone 
could do it perfect every time, there would 
not be benchrest shooters striving for accu- 
racy. 


OPTICAL SERVICE CO. 


60% POWER INCREASE FOR ALL 
AMERICAN MADE TARGET TYPE 
SCOPES. POWER CONVERSIONS, 
$60. DOT RETICLES, $30. 
BLUEPRINT AND CLEAN 
WEAVER T’S, $40. 


BILL ACKERMAN 
10236 WOODWAY __EL PASO, TX 79925 


(915) 592 5338 
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RON HOEHN 


Dear Dave, 

| know | won't be able to stop with just 
three answers, so! will give you my opinions 
on all seven: 

#1. | do recommend the use of a front 
stop, as | feel it positions the rifle at exactly 
the same spot on the sand bag for every 
shot. Given that, you can proceed to hold as 
much pressure, or as little, as your desire. 
The amount of pressure you exert against it 
will be determined by the rifle you are shoot- 
ing. | will always try to shoot with no pres- 
sure at all if the rifle will shoot that way. If it 
won’t, | will try holding it “a little’, then a 
“moderate hold” will be tried, and if that 
fails, | will try a “firm” and as a last resort, a 
“death grip”. The reason | like a stop on the 
front rest is that | feel that if the rear bag set- 
tles at all, and it usually will, you end up with 
the front of the rifle resting at different plac- 
es on the front rest, which | feel is not condu- 
cive to uniformity (accuracy). Another rea- 
son, possibly the primary reason, that likea 
stop is that it allows me to return the rifle toa 
predetermined spot with my shoulder while | 
am loading another round while shooting 
fast when in a match. Without a stop, | feel 
you spend some unnecessary time position- 
ing the rifle for the next shot. 

#2. | don’t know about anyone else, but | 
owned 6X47’s that would absolutely refuse 
to shoot unless held with a “death grip” and 
pressure into the front stop on the rest. The 
rear leg of the rest would frequently raise off 
the bench! At that point, if you could keep 
from pulling the trigger, you knew you were 
a “tad too strong”! | would also say, while 
they were harder to shoot this way, they 
would shoot good, and if you could consist- 
ently hold them the same, they would shoot 
better than with any other hold. 

#3. Free recoil — | believe this is by far 
the best way to shoot if the rifle will group 
_ acceptable with this method. Why it will 


work for some and not others is unclear to 
me. Logic says it should work on all rifles 
and loads, because it eliminates a variable, 
but we all know it just doesn’t work that 
way. It will work at least 80% of the time, so 
by all means, try it first. 

#4. The less pressure the better on any 
part of the stock. The more you touch or 
hold anything on the rifle while shooting, the 
more chances you have to do it differently 
each time. 

#5. 2 oz. trigger — | like the trigger to be 
adjusted so that with just barely touching 
the shoe, you can “think” the shot off. This is 
probably a squeezing motion, or something 
similar to that. It is not a quick press, and 
most definitely is not a slapping motion! (For 
those that know me, they know | wager now 
and then, so | will be watching for those that 
respond with “slap the trigger” advise so 
that we might do something with our farms, 
like bet them! All he has to promise to do is 
slap his trigger while shooting an aggregate 
and | will be the proud owner of his farm.) | 
can’t think of a better way to avoid a good 
group than by slapping the trigger. 

#6. Should the crosshairs be aligned ex- 
actly on the aiming point before applying 
any pressure on the gun? | don’t know how 
you're going to get the crosshairs where 
you want them without applying pressure 
on the gun! | wouldn’t apply any pressure to 
the trigger before | had them where | wanted 
them! Seriously, when shooting fast, in 
match conditions, with the chance of a 
switching condition doing more harm to 
your group than a small error of crosshair 
placement, | will opt for the quick shot, with 
a small amount of holding error built in, and 
take my chances. 

#7. | don’t like this question, because it 
assumes that everything was done right 
and the result was .250”. If the group is 
.250”, there have been some mistakes 
made already! Now that’s not to say a .250” 


STATE OF THE ART DEVELOPMENT HAS LED 
TO THE FINEST SILHOUETTE PISTOL TODAY! 


Standard Calibers: 
Al-.17, .222, .223, .222 Mag. 


A \l - .22-250, .243, 7mm/08, .308 
Magazine Capacity: A | - 7 rds./A Il - 5 rds. 


Wildcats: Special Order 


“Each pistol is built to perfection for the demanding 
hunter who wants the very best in terms of accuracy, 
quality & durability. You are assured of the finest Sil- 
houette pistol in the world.” — Bill Wiseman 


Sako Action A1& A Il 

All Metal Parts Finished in Teflon 

Stainless Steel Barrel (Wiseman/McMillan) 

Action Glass Bedded and Free Floating of Barrel 
Laminated Wood Stock (100%) Resin Impregnated) 


BILL WISEMAN 
Custom Gunmaker 
P.O. Box 3427 

Bryan, Texas 77805 
Phone (409) 846-3990 


MANUFACTURER OF THE ORIGINAL “McMILLAN RIFLE BARREL” 
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aggregate is terrible, especially on a windy 
day, but an individual group of .250” has 
about .100” to .150” of error in it already! 
(Assuming a first class rifle is being used). If 
conditions are such that one could tell how 
much larger a group gets from a bad hold, or 
bad trigger handling, or bad gun handling in 
general, | would guess that one could do a 
very poor job of handling and not get much 
over .350”, with decent conditions. Any- 
thing over about .100” at 100 yds. or .250” - 
.300” at 200 yds. has to be attributed to 
something. Bad gun handling, wrong load, 
less than perfect barrel, etc., etc., etc. 


Continued on next page 


The new 


Bald Eagle 
Front Rest 


We wish all of you a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
anda 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


$124.95 introductory offer 
plus $5.00 shipping 


Add Penn. state sales tax (6%) 
where applicable 


BALD EAGLE 


PRECISION MACHINE CO. 


101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
(717) 748-6772 


BILL GEBHARDT 
NRA Endowment Member/ 
IBS life member 


RICK HORNBECK 


Dear Dave, 

In reference to your letter and Herb 
Coates (how to hold the rifle) the following 
are my humble thoughts on such matters. 

| have, over the years, stood behind the 
firing line and watched some pretty hot com- 
petitors shoot and suspect I’ve seen every 
technique used. For example, P.J. Hart, at 
ieast with a heavy varmint rifle, is a free 
recoiler, but | note that Doctor Maretzo, 
while blowing the doors off of everyone, is 
using some level of hand pressure. How 
much pressure, only the good doctor 
knows. Seems to be an individual thing. Re- 
gardless of the individual technique used, it 
has to be the same for each shot. Those 
that machine gun their group it seems to me, 
must be holding some level of pressure on 
the rifle to regain their aiming point. 

Frankly, I’ve tried about every method, 
and when | shoot my best, which is not 
often, I’m holding mild pressure on the rifle. 
That is no indication that it’s the best meth- 
od. It’s a factor that each shooter has to 
work out for himself or herself. 

The front rest stop, forearm stop if you 
will, can be a blessing or a damnation. 
Often, a shooter will shoulder the rifle some- 
what different from shot to shot when the 
stop is used. At least expect some vertical 
groups when this is done. On the other 


PPC Brass 


TOI OOOO tO tkotok 


» oo 0b oe eee een eo oe oo & & 4 
is now available from 


Don Geraci and Pete Callan. We sell at 
matches for 50¢ each. Or, 53¢ each, 
mailorder. Prepaid ship/ins. Money order or 
cashier's check. No FFL required. Call ANY 
TIME, or write for quantity prices. 


CUSTOM CASE PREPARATION 
by DON GERACI 


% 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE * 
NECKS TURNED — FLASH HOLES 
DEBURRED — PRIMER POCKETS 
CUT TO UNIFORM DEPTH. 
CASES FIREFORMED TO PPC 
AND CUT TO CORRECT LENGTH 


22 & 6mm PPC ONLY 


MIN. ORDER — 20 PIECES 
$2.00 PER CASE 
DOES NOT INCLUDE CASES 


G & C Brass 
4404 Duke Street 
Metairie, Louisiana 70001 
(504) 454-2623 


hand, with proper technique, a forearm stop 
assures us that the rifle is on the front bag 
the same each shot. It should be pointed out 
that some stocks will cause the rifle to pro- 
duce vertical groups if the front sandbag is 
too far forward due to harmonics within that 
stock and/or rifle while other rifles will expe- 
rience no such problem. Wood stocks used 
to be a real pain in the buns in this re- 
gard. 

The larger the case involved, the heavier 
the bullet, the greater the need for a firmly 
held rifle. A .222 can be free recoiled, but 
your .308 is going to shoot lousy and smack 
you in the kisser with any level but a near 
death grip. And, as Tony points out, there is 
going to be that rifle even with the smallest 
calibers and bullets will not shoot worth 
beans free recoil. 

A 2 oz. trigger should be handled in the 
same manner as a 3 pound pull trigger. The 
difference is that the 2 oz. is going to go off 
sooner. A quick press, if properly done will 
work fine and our rapid shooters are proba- 
bly using that procedure. You don’t have to 
work near as hard doing it right with a 2 - 6 
oz. trigger as with the 3 pounder smallbore 
trigger. A good trigger is a very good invest- 
ment for anyone going for a good benchrest 
or varmint field rifle. Problem here is that 
someone is always trying to make a 2 oz., or 
even a one pound trigger from one that is 
simply not designed for it and we have a rifle 
that is dangerous as anything! The art of 
trigger design is a world unto itself. My ad- 
vice — don’t screw around with triggers! 

It has always seemed best to me to hold 
next to, not on my aiming point. | just can 
see where the cross hair are better next to 
rather than on. This was true when | was 


Diagnostic Service 
For Sick Rifles 


Rifles do go sour, and often the 
causes are not readily apparent. 


younger with 20-15 sight and these days 
with the old 20-20 corrected eyes. Barry 
DeVliegher is currently playing around with 
different filters on his scope to see what filter 
will help make the blacker black on the tar- 
get among other sight factors. | do hope 
that Barry will fill us in on what he finds in the 
coming weeks. Red Cornelison, when | shot 
with him out in the midwest used what | 
thought was an orange filter on his scope 
some years back. Maybe we can get Red to 
tell us aobut it. He seems to know some- 
thing about shooting a bench rest rifle. 

Mr. Coates has hit upon a subject of 
some importance in the bench rest shooting 
activities. It’s a subject that every newcom- 
er as well as old head has to keep in mind 
and not get the least bit careless about. 
Everything has to be the same each and 
every shot; where the rifle is on the bags, 
hand pressure on the rifle, shoulder pres- 
sure. Sandbags should be smooth dry 
leather and well powdered. If the bags don’t 
smelllike a freshly changed baby, they need 
more powder. | tend to be lazy about carting 
my powder can around and am forever 
using a fellow shooters! Save some money 
that way. | think that lots of sand in the bags 
is important. A floppy, soft bag is the pits. 
Makes the rear bag hard to line up for one 
thing and the sand will shift around during 
use. 

We might just warn the newcomer about 
the rule book and some of our new front rest 
and sandbag designs. If the sandbag is tight 
around the forearm and the front rest comes 
off the bench when the stock is lifted 
straight up, the referee’s develop a nasty at- 
titude. Sorry to say, some competitors are 
trying to work around it. 


For only $20.00, plus the return shipping cost, Shilen experts will check any bolt 
action or falling block rifle to determine what the problems are. Particular attention 
is given to TRIGGER FUNCTION, BEDDING INTEGRITY, CROWN and INTERNAL 
BARREL CONDITION, CHAMBER DIMENSIONS and SIGHTS. A complete report 
is sent to the owner along with recommended treatment. 


Complete information, plus a Price List is available for $2.00 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. e Ennis, Texas 75119 


(214) 875-5318 
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DOC MARETZO 


Dear Dave: 

| think Mr. Coates has a good idea for get- 
ting material for Precision Shooting Maga- 
zine. | looked over the questions that were 
submitted and came to the conclusion that | 
was not really qualified to answer these 
questions. Don’t forget | am the one who 
started off in Bench Rest shooting one way 
and never changed. | have not experiment- 
ed with front rest stops, holding, etc., etc. 

Since | can’t answer three of these ques- 
tions with any expertise | decided to answer 
all of them based upon my limited knowl- 
edge of the subjects. At this point you may 
decide to take this letter and use it to start 
your fireplace. 

1. | used a front rest stop once for a few 
weeks and decided that it was not for me. 
I’m not saying that front rest stops are not a 
good idea. The theory is good. Unfortunate- 
ly there is too much of a difference in the 
angle between the bench and the target at 
some ranges. | found the stop was not even 
close to the stock when | was shooting uphill 
and at other ranges it would bump against 
the barrel. 

If was able to get to my bench in plenty of 
time to make all the proper adjustments it 
would help but I’m the one who is running 
across the field as the range master is call- 
ing “Commence Fire”. | have a front rest 


with a built-in stop that looks very nice, it’s 
the one made by Wendell Coy. When | get a 
chance to use it I'll let you know how it 
works. 

2. |can not comment on this question be- 
cause | have never held a Bench Rest rifle 
under any circumstances except for Hunter 
class. | did determine that even the .308 
shot better if | let it free recoil. My right eye- 
brow looks a little funny but plastic surgery 
can correct that. 

3. | believe shooting free recoil is the only 
reliable way to shoot only because it is the 
most consistent. | do not believe that any of 
us are capable of holding the rifle EXACTLY 
the same way with the same amount of 


‘pressure each time. The late Bob Bump 


was not a very active competitor but his 
knowledge of the sport was outstanding. 
He spent a lot of Sunday mornings with me 
at the Pine Tree range and always made 
sure | knew what would happen if | held on 
to the stock. He proved to me the inconsis- 
tency of holding. 

4. The above comments answer this 
question. | do not make any contact with the 
stock at all. 

5.| prefer a quick press with a 2 oz. trigger 
only because of condition changes. If I’m at 
a match that turns out to be a trigger pulling 
contest | will use a slow squeeze. 

6.1 do not attempt to line up the cross hair 


until | have pounded the rifle into the bags. 
When | place the rifle on the bags | slap the 
stock with the palm of my hand until it will 
not go any further. If the bench begins to sag 
in the middle | usually stop at that point. 

When | feel comfortable that the rifle is 
firmly seated into the sand bags | then start 
lining up the cross hair by moving the bags 
of the front rest without disturbing the 
rifle. 

7. This question says it all. “It must be 
done the same for each shot”. | don’t know 
how much shoulder pressure it takes to ruin 
a .250 group but | suspect that it is not 
much. | have seen some good shooters, 
who hold on to their rifles come back from 
the bench wondering what mystical force 
moved the bullet out of a possible zero 
group. | don’t know about you but when | 
just fired my fourth bullet and the hold in the 
target still has not changed from the first 
shot my brain begins to short circuit. It takes 
all | have to concentrate on all the details of 
the condition I’m shooting. If | had to con- 
centrate on the amount of pressure | am ex- 
erting on the stock or the amount of area | 
am contacting | know for sure my brain 
would go into the overload mode. I’m sure 
the smoke coming out of my ears would dis- 
tract the other competitors. 

| hope this letter is of some help even if it is 
to light the fireplace. 


JONES 


HODGDON 
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Genchrest 


HART & SHILEN SS MATCH BARRELS 
HALL ACTIONS — LEUPOLD TARGET SCOPES 
McMILLAN & LEE SIX STOCKS — 2 OZ. TRIGGERS 
WILSON SINCLAIR REDDING & LEE PRODUCTS 
DIAL CALIPERS & MIKES — FEDERAL BRASS 
J-4 JACKETS LEAD WIRE PARKER-HALE RODS 

SHOOTER’S CHOICE CLEANING PRODUCTS & SWEETS 

DUPONT WIN. HERCULES ACC. ARMS POWDERS 
FEDERAL PRIMERS — GUN CASES & AMSEC SAFES 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND PRICES SEND $2.00. DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME — SEND FFL AND SALES TAX CERTIFICATE (IN TEXAS) 


(PERMIAN 


TARGETED TO SERVE YOU BETTER 


6. : 
Supplies 


SPECIALIZING IN PRECISION COMPONENTS AND EQUIPMENT 


SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 
Written Correspondence to: 
P.O. Box 6421 - Dept. PS - Midland, Texas 79711 
Phone - 915-563-4341 (In Texas) 
Toll Free - 800-351-1466 (other 47 States) 
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JERRY MASKER 


Dear Dave, 

| was quite honored that you would solicit 
my opinions on the questions posed by 
Herb Coates. | have learned a great deal 
from your series in past issues and am more 
than glad to contribute to their continued 
success, and hopefully, return a little to the 
game. Most of my successes in the past, 
however, have been with the big gun, al- 
though of late my varmint scores have been 
on the upswing. | am answering some of the 
questions out of order to better organize the 
information. 

| use the front stop only to position the rifle 
at the same place on the rests for each shot. 
While firing, | put no forward pressure on the 
rifle at all, and | like my shoulder to be about 
an inch or so back from the rifle. 

| do use the free recoil method. In previ- 
ous years, | have had the idea that the light- 
er rifles worked better with a firm hold. How- 
ever, | feel this was due to poor practice in 
setting up the equipment at the start of the 
match. My current practice is as follows: | 
first place the front rest on the bench, then 
drop the rear bag on the bench rather heavi- 
ly to try to flatten the bottom of the bag to 
conform to the bench and settle the sand in 
the bag. | then put talcum powder on both 
bags and set the rifle into the bags. | pound 
the rear of the rifle into the rear sandbag, 
then slide it back and forth several times 
while pressing down firmly. This makes a 
track in the bags conforming to the shape of 
the stock and further settles the sand. 

While shooting the rifle, my thumb press- 
es slightly down on the stock to stabilize the 
rifle in the bags. | don’t touch the rear of the 
stock with my shoulder, except sometimes 


when I’ve got a good group going for the 
first four shots or I’m running out of time, 
both instances unintentional, of course. | 
don’t squeeze the rear bag except when | 
need to get to the sighter in a hurry; | use the 
rear screw on the front rest for elevation 
changes, and if | have enough time, | use the 
mariner’s wheel to move between record 
and sighter targets. | first get the rifle close 
enough to the aiming point so that minor 
norizontal adjustments can be made with 
very slight sideways pressure of my thumb 
on the stock. Since using these methods, | 
have felt that the free recoil method would 
work for any of my varmint rifles. | see no 
reason why the cartridge should make a dif- 
ference here unless, of course, one is com- 
paring the PPC to a .308. | have a .308 
heavy bench bag gun, weighing 27 pounds, 
which | think needs to be held. 

After each shot, | try to remember to re- 
move the cartridge from the chamber and 
load the next round before pushing the rifle 
forward. If | get a slam fire, the bullet won't 
hit the target. Also, this method is faster, 
and | like to shoot fast, before conditions 
change. | can always see where the last 
shot went after loading the next round in- 
stead of wasting time before reloading. 

| realize you didn’t ask, but when a shot 
goes slightly out of the group, | don’t try to 
correct on the next shot. First of all, | can’t 
see well enough to tell reliably how much 
and sometimes in what direction the shot 
went out. Secondly, if | misread a condition 
which placed the bullet out a tenth to the left, 
for example, and | hold right for the next 
shot, then | feel | am just as likely to misread 
a condition that will put the bullet a tenth to 
the right on the next shot, giving me a .300 


coating (not a paint) finish. 


demands the best, shouldn’t you? 


Retail Price $234.95 


a copy of your FFL for dealer pricing. 
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To order call toll free 800-222-0353 or send 
$2.00 for a complete catalog. Dealers include 


H-S Precision 


Introducing the Fiberthane Pro-Series rifle and pistol stocks. The Pro-Series stocks offer 
the sportsman a Kevlar/Graphite composite stock for the price of fiberglass. The Pro-Series 
stocks are completely finished, ii.cluding a precision machined bedding block system, 
designed to eliminate bedding, a recoil pad, sling swivels, a nylon sling and a black, chemical 


The Pro-Series sniper stock was selected for America’s only entry into the competition 
for the Army’s new M-24 Sniper Rifle System. The Pro-Series stock was selected because 
of its superior strength over a temperature range of -50 F to +150 F, its unique bedding 
block system and its outstanding finish which will not chip or scratch off. 


Pro-Series stocks are available for Remington, Ruger and Sako actions. The U.S. Army 
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a 


112 N. Summit, P.O. Box 512 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
602-445-0607 


when maybe | could have had a .200. 

| would classify my trigger pull as a quick 
squeeze. If one “slaps” the trigger, he could 
get a little ambitious and at the same time 
move the rifle at the most critical moment. 
Of course, after four good shots or when 
running out of time | have done this with ob- 
vious consequences. Using a slow 
squeeze, you are increasing the time during 
which your neighbor might fire, causing the 
rifle to move; with any pressure on the trig- 
ger, the rifle will fire at the most inopportune 
time. 

| don’t pay much attention to where the 
cross hairs are before applying pressure 
with my thumb as long as they are near the 
aiming point. During the bag set-up ritual, | 
try to get the bags so that the cross hairs 
don’t move more than a quarter minute of 
angle when | apply the slight thumb pres- 
sure. As the group is fired, the cross hairs 
move down, due to the sand unsettling in 
the bags, so | correct with the rear screw of 
the front rest. 

Consistency is the name of the game; 
consistency in loaded ammunition, in condi- 
tion reading, and in rifle handling. As | said 
before, | have been known to get alittle slop- 
py with my rifle handling after having three 
or four good shots downrange or when run- 
ning out of time. When the gun goes off, | re- 
alize that | had my shoulder into it, or my 
cheek touching, or my shoulder wasn’t 
square and the rifle hit it in such a way that it 
moved to the side. On the other hand, | 
haven’t been able to correlate many of 
these instances with a shot that went out of 
the group. In fact, in several range aggre- 
gates this year where | have placed well, | 
have had one bad group that kept me out of 
the top spot, but | can’t say that any of these 
have occurred when | noticed my gun han- 
dling wasn’t correct. Usually when | noticed 
a gun handling problem, the shot went right 
into the group. | think at the next match, I'll 
do some experimenting on the sighter tar- 
get. 

Finally, why does free recoil work for 
some and not for others? It may have some- 
thing to do with their bag setup technique or 
something they are unconsciously not doing 
consistently, like squeezing the rear bag, 
touching the rifle with their cheek, or dou- 
bling with a neighbor. Maybe they have too 
much sand in their bags. Incidentally, in the 
last couple of years | have started using a 
“competition” top for the front rest that my 
father made for me. | think this has contrib- 
uted to the success of the free recoil method 
with me. 

Dave, | know there is a lot of material 
here. Use what you can. Again, thanks for 
including me in your list. Maybe somebody 
will read this and tell me what I’m doing 
wrong! 


Continued on page 14 
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Program 


SIXTH ANNUAL 
CACTUS CLASSIC MONEY SHOOT 


MARCH 5, 1988: Light Varmint 5-5 shot matches at 100 yards 
Heavy Varmint 5-5 shot matches at 100 yards 


MARCH 6, 1988: Heavy Varmint 5-5 shot matches at 200 yards 
Light Varmint 5-5 shot matches at 200 yards 


The first match in each class or yardage will be a 10 minute match. 


Registration fee of $12.50 per day. This is an NBRSA registered shoot. The cash option fee is 
$30.00 per day and all of the cash option money will be paid to the shooters. You do not have 
to participate in the cash options to shoot. The merchandise will be awarded on Sunday 
morning. 


AWARDS: CASH TO BE AWARDED AS FOLLOWS: 
Match Winners 2 Places 
Aggregates 3 Places 
Grand Aggs 6 Places 
2 Gun Aggs 20 Places 


Trophies to be awarded for each Agg winner plus each Grand Agg winner, the first three plac- 
es in the 2 Gun, and the H-S Precision Trophy. 


RANGE LOCATION: The Black Canyon Range is located about 15 miles north of Phoenix on the Black Canyon 
Hwy (Interstate 17) and the Carefree Hwy. 


FACILITIES: Thirty covered concrete benches. A covered loading area is available. Camping with hookup 
is available at the range. The range is open daily for practice ($2 fee). 


MOTELS: There will be a“GET TO KNOW YOU” gathering Friday (MARCH 4) at the SHOOTING 
RANGE CLUB HOUSE from 5:00 to 10:00 PM. RAMADA INN I-17 AND Cactus 
Rd. rates are $44.00 single or double occupancy for rooms. Phone number (602) 866-7000, 
for Charlotte or Marlene in Sales or call Nancy Miller (602) 979-5764. 


ENTRY FORM: Send entries to and make checks payable to: 
Arizona Benchrest Shooters 
7221 West Angela 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 


Total fee for two days 
You must be an NBRSA or IBS member to shoot. 


Preregistration is requested. If you can not attend a full refund will be made. Benches will be 
assigned by drawing. Relays on a first come basis unless otherwise requested. 


Signature 


Name 


Street 


City 
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JIM GREENAWALT 


Dear Dave, 

This letter is in response to your letter | re- 
ceived asking for some input on some of the 
questions that Herb Coates asks. 

| will try to shed some light if! can, from my 
experience. 

#1. The front rest stop. Yes | like to use it, 
it lets me return to the target faster and in 
the course of firing a group the forend of my 
stock stays in the same place on the bags. | 
must tell you that | had a lot of trouble in the 
beginning; | found that | had too much sand 
in my rear sand bag. As | took a shot the bag 
would pack down and when | returned to the 
stop the gun would be too high on the tar- 
get. You can’t shoot fast in good conditions 
that way. 

#2. Are there guns that don’t group un- 
less held? Yes, | had a problem with a hunter 
gun. | have a Rem. in 308 and | shoot it free 
recoil. It shoots great, heavy recoil and all. | 
also have a 6*44 barrel for it. It shoots with 
less recoil and is on the same gun, but have 
to hold the gun now or | can’t hit anything 
with it. The barrel contour is much smaller at 
the muzzle, with more weight to the back of 


the gun. I don’t think the balance is right and 
| think the gun rises at the muzzle before it 
starts to slide on the bags. | think you will 
find this problem more on a 10.5 Ibs. rifle 
than a 13.5 lbs. rifle. When building a 10 Ib. 
rifle you are limited to what you can use and 
mostimes weight and length of the barrel 
are important factors. 

#3. Free recoil. | shoot free recoil all the 
time. When | started shooting | sat down at 
a good bench at the home range on a good 
day and just held the rifle and practiced 
holding and squeezing the trigger. Looking 
through the scope | could see that was not 
holding steady. | had all kinds of little move- 
ments (heartbeats, hand pressure) and get- 
ting my shoulder too close, so | started to 
shoot free recoil; no more little movements 


that could cost me at a match, and the gun — 


shoots better this way. 

#5. Slapping the trigger. | don’t like slap- 
ping the trigger, | just give it a quick press. | 
used to pinch the trigger putting my thumb 
behind the trigger guard, but when the rifle 
recoiled sometimes | would pull the shot left 
or right. My thumb was the problem; now no 
thumb behind the trigger guard. 


BOB PEASE ACCURACY 


-000- 
NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 78131-0787 


BENCHREST EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


P.O. Box 310787-S 


Adjustable Hex Torque Wrench 
Benchrest Scopes and Mounts 
B-Square rifle Rests & Arbors 


+ 


(AC 512) 625-1342 


Cauterucio GTB Benchrest Bullets 
Corbin Cleaners, Laps and Lubes 
Davidson Vise, Ramps & Shrouds 
Federal Match Primers & Cases 
Hart Rifle Rest + 2 oz. trigger 
Jones PA Dies, Tools & Clean rods 


Kleinendorst Expandiron & Bolt tools 
Marquart Precision Neck Turning Tool 
Redding Benchrest Micrometer Measure 
PoorMan’s Remington 700V Accuracy Rifles 
with 1/4” accuracy capability. 5 calibers 


NO Shooter’s Choice Cleaner & Grease 
Overseas Sinclair Rod Guides and Case Tools 
Foreign Orders Tuller Glove Leather BR Sandbags 
Just U.S. 50 Whitetail Carbide P. Pock. Reamers 


states & Canada 


Wilson Seaters, Sizers & Trimmers 


The Bob Pease Collections; spiral bound booklets on accuracy. 
Vol.1$6.00 Vol. 11 $6.00 Vol. Ill $6.00 + 1.00 ea. first class 
(all three for $20.00 prepaid FIRST CLASS MAIL) 


Send 42 cent stamped Business envelope for 
15 page brochure with prices & news 


MON - TUE - FRI - SAT 


afternoons best to phone 


BRIAN RUBRIGHT 
Hi Dave 

Sorry I’m so late in getting this letter to 
you, just been that busy. | am going to takea 
stab at questions 3, 5 and 6. 

The first question concerns free recoil. 

In my case the only guns I'll try to shoot 
free is aheavy varmint or heavy bench gun. | 
feel these classes have enough weight that 
they’re not effected by muzzle blast from 
the competitors guns on either side of you. 
We’ve all had a good group ruined by some- 
one next to you touching off at a split sec- 
ond before you did. When you look at the 
group you see the effects of muzzle blast. 

Another reason | avoid free recoil is de- 
pendent upon what range I’m competing 
on. Some ranges have good solid benches, 
others leave something to be desired. 

The second question deals with using a2 
oz. trigger. 

| feel a slow squeeze is the proper way to 
use a 2 oz. trigger especially when using a 
free recoil shooting technique. Slapping a 
trigger is a violent, jerky move that will bring 
other bad shooting habits. A quick press is 
one I’ve never tried. 

A few years ago | was shooting very in- 
consistently, after going over all my equip- 
ment and my shooting style | felt | was slap- 
ping the trigger. To get out of this habit | got 
my Anschutz match 22 rimfire and started 
shooting groups at 25 yards concentrating 
on trigger control. The trigger on this gun 
was set at 15 oz. and any slapping of the 
trigger really opened up the groups. 

The third question is about exactly align- 
ing the crosshairs on the aiming point before 
applying any pressure on the gun. | think 
that’s a waste of time. I’d rather spend that 
time watching conditions than looking at the 
aiming point and crosshairs. 


SG Bullets 


by 
Speedy Gonzalez 


.243 CALIBER 
63-68-73.5 grains 
FLAT BASE ONLY 


7MM CALIBER 
110 grain flat base 
110-120-135-150-168 boat tail 
$15.00 per 100 


$10.00 per 100 


.308 CALIBER 
110-117-125-135-150-168 flat base 
125-135-150-168 boat tail 
$15.00 per 100 


Shipping charges will be invoiced 


.243 and .308 calibers made in Rorschach 
carbide dies. 7mm caliber made in Detsch 
carbide dies. All bullets made using J4 jackets 
exclusively. 
1191 A. So. Loop 
Stephenville, Texas 76401 


Phone (817) 965-7941 
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GUY CHISM 


Dear Dave, 

As you know | am mainly a score shooter, 
but it happens | use the same style for group 
shooting. 

| use the front rest stop just to set my rifle 
so that it will be setting in the bag the same 
way from shot to shot. | push the rifle up until 
the stock hits that stop. 

| adjust the rear bag until the crosshairs 
are about 12 inches below the center of the 
target. With the front of the stock still up 
against the stop | pull the rifle back from the 
stop until the crosshairs are now about a 
half inch above the center of target (“moth- 
ball”). | then squeeze the rear bag until the 
crosshairs are on target. Then! squeeze the 
trigger. 

As to the matter of free recoil . . .if you are 
going to shoot this way . . . itis one hundred 
per cent imperative that your front bag fits 
your stock properly, and that your front bag 
and your rear bag are correctly aligned with 
your target center. The acid test ... after 
the shotis fired, push your rifle straight back 
up against the forend stop. Is it back on tar- 
get, where it should be? If not, your bags 
were not correctly aligned with the target 
center, and you were “forcing” the shot. . . 
by body pressure against the bench, touch- 
ing the rear sandbag, or some similar meth- 
odology. If you are shooting free recoil, and 
touching your rear bag to accomplish fine- 
tune adjustments with your crosshairs on 
the target. . . you are putting a bind on your 
stock. And you certainly will get wild shots. 

| feel very strongly that your bags should 
be perfectly aligned with the target whether 
you shoot free recoil or not. It’s merely that it 
is more important with free recoil. 

Tome... the tighter you hold your stock 
... the less the shooter error will be. If you 
made an error with the free recoil method, 
and it cost you a half inch, a firm grip would 
_ likely have reduced that to a tenth of an 
inch. 

As to one’s hold. . . pull the rifle back until 
it touches the shoulder ... no pressure. 
From that point | just lay my hand around 
the grip . . . again with no pressure. 


DAVIDSON PRODUCTS 
FOR SHOOTERS 


Action sleeves, barrel changers, bolt plugs. 


Bases for Kelbly rings, seating 
depth checkers. 


Send for brochure of these 
and other items. 


A.L. DAVIDSON 
2020 Huntington Dr. 
Las Cruces, N.M. 88001 
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LARRY SCHARNHORST 


Dear Dave 

Thanks for including me in the inquiry. I'll 
try a stab at a few of those questions. 

#3.) When | am testing a rifle, with few if 
any other shooters on the range besides 
myself, | will use free recoil. But at a match, 
with rifles blasting away on either side of 
me, | go to a firm hold on my rifle. A shot fired 
by the next bench shooter, when you are 
free recoiling, and about to squeeze off your 
shot, can do nasty little things to the group 
that you had such high hopes for. How often 
have you heard some one say that he shot 
just as the gun on the next bench shot... 
and my shot went well out of the group. | 
have very often “doubled” with the next 
bench shooter . .. | shoot left handed and 
thus | am very often quite close to the next 
shooter . . . but | have yet to lose a shot to 
doubling. | credit this to using a firm hold at 
matches. 

#4.) | apply pressure with my three lower 
fingers to the comb of the stock, forcing the 
rifle into my shoulder. No other pressure on 
any part of the rifle. 

#5.) | recommend a slow squeeze on the 
trigger. 

#6.) | align the crosshairs on the target 
with my customary hold, then release the 
rifle completely. If | have held and positioned 
the rifle correctly, the crosshairs will not 
move. In that case | will then regrip the rifle 
and prepare to fire my shot. 

#7.) | feel that a shoulder pressure vari- 
ance is possibly one of the most common 
group killers to the novice and the expert 
shooter alike. It’s easy, when you're busy, 
giving condition switches your primary at- 
tention, to forget about consistent shoulder 
pressure from shot to shot. It can, in ex- 
treme cases, make a .250 group a .750 
group. Another factor, albeit not nearly as 
important, is trigger finger placement. It 
should always be the same ... and some 


shooters ignore this fact completely . .. to. 


their detriment. 


SCHNEIDER 
RIFLE BARRELS, 
INC. 


Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
22 RF thru .375 calibers. 


Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 
stress relief afterwards. 


GARY SCHNEIDER 
12202 N. 62 PL. 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 
TEL. (602) 948-2525 


LOWELL FREI 


Dear Dave 

| have been struggling with your question- 
naire for some time now, and | have to be 
candid with you . . . | just can’t do a proper 
job of answering at this point in time. Rather 
than give youno reply, a discourtesy (editor: 
perhaps, but it apparently doesn’t bother 
many others). . . let me tell you my dilemma. 
| have been having trouble with my own 
style of shooting for the past year or so. 

lam trying most of the points raised in the 
questionnaire myself, and have not yet 
formed any firm conclusions. Sometimes in 
1987 | would start a match shooting free re- 
coil, get myself into trouble, and finish up the 
match gripping the rifle firmly. Or vice versa. 
Or somewhere in between. | know that | 
have to settle on one style, and stay with it. 
One must realize that each style has some 
advantages, and some drawbacks. When 
one is getting punished by the drawbacks of 
a particular style, one then sits around, 
thinking about those disadvantages that 
are costing him group size ... and very 
often, as you rationalize things in your mind 
at the moment. . . the grass seems greener 
in the next pasture . . . or the other shooting 
style. 

So you switch. . .and after a brief flurry of 
success . . . the drawbacks of the new style 
sort of rise up and bite you during amatch. A 
couple or three bites . . . as the match goes 
on... and you find yourself once again... 
and probably foolishly . . . thinking about the 
disadvantages of this current shooting 
style. 

You have just been admitted into the trou- 
bled world of Lowell Frei’s current dilemma. 
Pay on your way out. 

And I'll try to do better with your next in- 
quiry. Unless, of course, it’s on another area 
that is giving me problems at the moment. 


Continued on next page 


Pro-Shot Products 


Manufacturer of 
Gun Cleaning Supplies 


100% Cotton Flannel 
Gun Cleaning Patches 
Pro-Shot Brass Core/Bronze 
Bristle Brushes 
Stainless Steel Cleaning Rods 
Bore Guides 
Full Line of .17 Cal. Cleaning Items 
(36” & 42” Rods - 

Jags - Patches - Brushes) 


Dealer Inquiry Invited 
Write or Call for Free Catalog 


Pro-Shot Products 
P.O. Box 396 
Taylorville, IL 62568 
(217) 824-9133 
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DENNIS WAGNER 


Dear Dave (Alias Herb Coates), 

What a cheap trick, using a pen name to 
trick the respondees into giving correct an- 
swers. Always before, we were aware that 
you were asking questions, not for the ben- 
efit of new shooters, as you implied, but 
rather for your own petty, selfish desire to 
distill ideas from others, the creme ‘de le 
creme’ so to speak, absorbing all this won- 
derful knowledge, while withholding your 
own knowledge, thereby hoping to gain an 
advantage over the entire benchrest world. 
You were able to withhold your own secrets 
by putting on an act of being a fumbling nin- 
compoop (sp?). An act, by the way, which 
was so convincing that | think you should 
win the next Oscar for fumbling nincom- 
poop category. 

The diabolical part of your little ploy was 
that after having learned every secret you 
could, added to those of your own, you in- 
tended to unleash, on the unsuspecting BR 
clan, a “Super Shooter” (no pun intended), 
thereby gaining untold wealth, fame, and 
glory for ye olde editor. As | said earlier, we 
were aware, so throughout these letters, for 
all these years we lied. It was a joint effort by 
all of your contributors to fill your head with 
confusing, contradictory statements and 
therefore keep you from reaching your po- 
tential. | must say that with a few excep- 
tions, this effort has been a resounding suc- 
cess. So successful that we are feeling a 
little guilty and have resolved to stop trying 
to confuse you, (this last sentence might be 
another lie, who knows?). 

Now that you have someone else asking 
questions for the sake of helping others 
(sounds a lot like that olde tricky editor 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels 
BENCHREST PROVEN 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels have begun the 1987 
Benchrest season with excellent results, winning in the 
following major tournaments: 
+ Cactus Classic, Phoenix, AZ, 
Light Varmint class 100 yd aggregate 
+ Gulf Coast Regional Unlimited class, New Braunfels, TX 
200 yd and grand aggregate 
* Crawfish Invitational, Lafayette, LA 
Light varmint 200 yd and grand aggregate, Heavy varmint 
200 yd aggregate 
¢ Southwest Regional Unlimited, Phoenix AZ 
100 yd, 200 yd, and grand aggregate 
* Super Shoot 15, No. Lawrence, OH 
Light varmint 200 yd, Light varmint grand aggregate 
Two gun grand aggregate 
¢ NBRSA Nationals, Charlotte, NC 
Unlimited class 100 yd aggregate 
¢ NBRSA Nationals, Charlotte, NC 
Light varmint class 200 yd aggregate 
¢ IBS Hunter Nationals, Weikert, PA 
100 yd aggregate and grand aggregate 


Lilja barrels are available in target and sporting contours 
in stainless and chrome moly steel. For more informa- 
tion contact: Lilja Precision Barrels, Inc., Daniel 
Lilja, P.O. Box 372, Plains, MT 59859 (406) 826- 
3084 


again), we will get back to good old honest 
opinion. Question #1. Do | recommend 
front rest stop? It depends, let me explain 
why. Most of my answers to all of these 
questions will pertain to 10% Ib. guns. | find 
that heavy vmt. rifles are forgiving enough 
on the bags to allow several techniques to 
work. They have enough weight on the rear 
end to ride the bags very well. On the other 
hand, 102 Ib. guns are generally poorly bal- 
anced so that the rear end doesn’t stay 
down in the bag as well. If you will take a 
front rest without a stop and substitute a 
good, accurate scale under the rear of the 
gun, in place of the rear bag, you can mea- 
sure how much down-force the rear of the 
gun exerts on the bag. By sliding the gun 
back and forth on the front rest, you can 
vary the rear-end pressure considerably. 
By placing the gun forward on the bags 
with the front edge of the stock 5% inches 
ahead of the front bag, which is an extreme 
position that | have seen used occasionally, 
the rear of the gun only has an effective 
weight of 9/2 ounces on the rear bag. With 
the front edge positioned even with the front 
bag the effective weight increases to 42 
ounces. What this all boils down to is that if 
the position of the gun is allowed to change 
from shot to shot, the balance of the gun is 
greatly affected. | think this relates to occa- 
sional high or low shots. As always, consis- 
tency is crucial and not using a stop puts 
one more element of inconsistency for the 
shooter to eliminate. Even worse is at a big 
match and having to rotate benches and 
change the rests and bags for the next 
group. Maybe this time your position isn’t 
the same as on the previous bench, thus in- 
troducing another subtle change in the bal- 
ance of the gun. If you do not want to use a 
stop, | think you should be very careful of the 
relative position of the gun on the bags. A 
stop just allows more consistent positioning 


Jt] GRIEENAWAL I 


— CUSTOM PAINTING 
— MURALS AND 
AIR BRUSH WORK 
— BOLT IN’S AND GLUE IN’S 
— ACTION WORK 
— CHAMBER WORK 
— BARREL’S FLUTED 
— COMPLETE RIFLES BUILT 
— POLISHING AND 
GLASS BEADING 


Feel Free to Contact Us for Any 
of Your Benchrest Needs 


JIM GREENAWALT 
102 BRANDON RD. 
YONKERS, NY 10704 
(914) 776-1581 


without requiring the shooter to waste time 
thinking about it. 

| think the stop should be as close to the 
front of the front bag as is practical without 
letting the gun recoil off the back of the front 
bag. This allows more of the weight of the 
gun to settle on the rear bag, which even at 
best is only 20-25% of the weight of the gun. 
The stop should be rigid, no flexing wanted 
here, just a firm, positive stop. 

| competed fairly successfully for several 
years using no stop, and | have many good 
friends that shoot very well without a stop. | 
don’t mean to imply that you cannot shoot 
well without a stop, however, my opinion is 
that a properly constructed and properly po- 
sitioned stop may be of some help, especial- 
ly if conditions call for rapidly getting back 
onto the aiming point for a quick following 
shot. 

As for how much pressure to use against 
the stop, | would say either no pressure, ora 
great deal of pressure. As | have said before 
to this question, if | use pressure on the 
stop, | use enough to be way more than nec- 
essary. | stop just short of raising the rear 
leg of the front rest. If the feet of my rest 
were not sharp, the rest would slide forward 
on the bench. | think any pressure between 
zero and maximum is going to be difficult, if 
not impossible to gauge repeatedly. This is 
one more place for vertical groups to appear 
if the pressure varies on the shoulder. 

Question #2. Are there some guns or car- 
tridges that are finicky about holding? Most 
definitely there are. Until you try both meth- 
ods on a gun you may not realize what the 
gun is capable of. 

#3. Opinion on shooting free recoil and 
why does it work for some and not for oth- 
ers. The best gun | have right now shoots 
better free recoiling, but all my other guns, 
and even this gun with other barrels seem to 
prefer firm holding. | have never been able to 
figure out why, but | am.certain it has to do 


BERGER BULLETS 


.224 Caliber 
52 grain 
60-65 grain 

6mm Caliber 
60-62-65-68 grain 
80 grain 


$8.60 per hundred 
$8.75 per hundred 


$9.40 per hundred 
$9.65 per hundred 


Distributor for J-4 Jackets 


Lead wire .185 diameter 


Ye of one per cent antimony 
$25.00 per 25 Ib. roll 


POWDER 
T32 $65.00 per 8 Ib. container 
T35 T2208 $56.00 per 8 pounds 


UPS Charges Invoiced 


4234 N. 63rd Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85033 
(602) 846-5791 
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with the dynamics of the vibration patterns 
set up in the gun and also the shooter. | have 
seen guns that shot free recoil for one per- 
son and yet would not shoot worth a darn 
for another person until it was held. | have 
just about quit worrying why to this question 
and just accept that you should try both 
methods with all guns. 

#4. How much pressure on grip at the 
wrist of the stock? Just barely enough to 
steady the fingers and feel the trigger with- 
out exerting any pressure on the grip. In 
words, | would say that if the paint were not 
dry on the stock, | would not leave any fin- 
gerprints on soft paint, or if the grip were 
butter, | would not disturb the surface. This 
is a vague answer, but it is difficult to tell 
rather than show how little pressure. Cer- 
tainly much less than the pressure on a 2 oz. 
trigger. 

#5. The method of actually pulling the 
trigger, slap, squeeze or quick press again 
varies depending on how | am holding the 
gun and what type of conditions | am work- 
ing with so far as switching, mirage, steady 
etc. If am shooting free recoil and if the con- 
ditions are very good, | will use a slow 
squeeze and maintain scope alignment and 
follow through meticulously (sp?), but if | am 
holding the gun against the stop, or if condi- 
tions are less than good, then | am probably 
going to use alittle faster press of the trigger 


HART 


OLD-FASHIONED QUALITY... 


THE “HART” OF OUR 
BUSINESS 


WE HANDLE BENCHREST 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
OF PROVEN QUALITY. 
Shooters Choice Products 

McMillan “Drop In” Stocks 

Sierra Bullets 

Remington Match Primers 

Federal Match Primers 

Federal Match Cases - cal. 222 and 308 
J. Dewey Ramrods 

Forster Products 

MTM Products 

Lyman Products 

L.E. Wilson Products 

Redding 

Leupold Scopes 

Hornady Bullets 
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so | let if off the split-second things look 
right. 

#6. Should the crosshairs be exactly on 
point before putting pressure on the gun. 
Maybe they should, but thatis not my style. | 
put the crosshairs just above the desired 
aiming point, starting the same amount high 
for each shot, and then | squeeze my bag to 
bring them down to my point, then shoot. | 
don’t squeeze the bag very far, always 
starting within the top half of the 10 ring be- 
fore suqeezing. | position my hand for 
squeezing the bag with the thumb and mid- 
dle finger around the base of the bag and 
also in contact with the benchtop. The heel 
of the hand is solidly on the bench. Never 
squeeze the “ears” of the bag, only the 
base. 

#7. What would | expect varying shoul- 
der pressure or varying trigger finger place- 
ment to do to a group that should have been 
.250? | think the shoulder change might 
open it up to maybe .300 if the change was 
not severe. | would expect it to go vertical. | 
think trigger finger placement would be a 
very small problem. | think the shoulder 
problem would also change a group that 
should be .130 and also make it a .250 or 
.300 and that is where the small details 
begin to add up. 

| enjoy having an opportunity to respond 
to your questions and if the readers see 


something in the various responses that 
they strongly agree or disagree with, | would 
encourage them to send in their own letter 
for “equal time”. All of us have seen things 
written in this magazine that made us say to 
ourselves, “Wow, that’s right, what a good 
idea, this guy really knows what he is talking 
about”. Other times we read something and 
think, “No way, the guy is out in left field on 
that subject and somebody should chal- 
lenge that statement and not let it be pre- 
sented as if it were fact”. Maybe we have al- 
ready done some experimenting in that area 
and have reached a different conclusion. 
Many of you might spot a flaw in the conclu- 
sions reached by a writer and if you would 
take the time to call his and the other read- 
ers attention to that, then you might really 
help him correct it and possibly break new 
ground which could help all of us. 

| think most of us would welcome more 
input from other individuals, whether they 
support or challenge a previous article. It 
could lead to an interesting debate, yet the 
editor could monitor us to prevent us from 
challenging each other to a duel at sunup 
behind the corral. He complains of a lack of 
material for the magazine so | don’t think he 
would object to follow-up responses. If you 
have something to say, don’t just mutter to 
your buddies, mutter to everyone. Just give 
us a chance to mutter back. 


BENCHREST GUN WORK ... OUR SPECIALTY 


Hart Products 


Actions - 4 styles 
Custom Made Benchrest Bullets 
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HUNTER CLASS THOUGHTS 


To: Ron Hoehn 
Dear Ron, 

On the surface, the points you raised in 
your recent article on Hunter Rifle targets, 
may have some validity, but comparing this 
class to other individual sports is like com- 
paring apples to oranges. If you insist on 
using these comparisons, then compare the 
right numbers. 

In Golf, with a par of 72, 66 might be con- 
sidered excellence, but surely, “perfect” 
would be 18. 18 holes-in-one. Never 
achieved, and not probable, but possible. In 
Bowling your “perfect” 300 game has, in 
fact, been bowled many times over. So 
bowlings “perfect” is obtainable. In 
Benchrest, | would think the “perfect” 
group, agg, or grand would be .000. Never 
achieved and not probable, but you must 
agree, possible. In Hunter Rifle, our excel- 
lence is any 250, with “perfect” a 250-25X 
at the yardages, and 500-50 in the grand. 
Never achieved and not probable, but cer- 
tainly possible. 

Do you get the idea, Ron? 250-25X = 
“PERFECT”. 

You say in Benchrest shooting, if your 
first group is in the three’s you can catch up 
by shooting groups in the one’s. And in 
Hunter Rifle, if you drop one point in the first 
match you can go home. You’re wrong on 
both counts. If you happen to win an aggre- 
gate, it’s because you didn’t hurt yourself in 
the other matches, while the guy you were 


by 


Louis Langlinais 


chasing did himself, as they say, “grievous 


-harm’”. In both classes, the winner is the one 


who hurts himself the least. Pure and sim- 
ple. Or, as in the words of our illustrious 
Governor: 

“He who waits by the river long enough, 

will see the body of his enemy float by.” 
Edwin Edwards 
Oct. 25, 1987 

Scores are only numbers that serve as a 
gauge in determining the winner. 

Looking at your statistics, | hardly think 
using those of the championship TCL club 
can be considered the norm. If youhad used 
the four match reports from the TCL, where 
only the scores of the top five shooters at 24 
clubs are recorded, you would find that, out 
of 480 aggregates shot, only 5.6% were 
250’s, or 27 of the total. Furthermore, the 
average score is only a 243 for 97.3% of 
“possible”. Separating the top six clubs with 
the highest accumulated score, which rep- 
resents 120 of the 480 aggs, you would see 
that they were responsible for 18 of the 27 - 
250’s, which is 15% of their aggs or 3.75% 
of the 480 shot, and that their average score 
was a 248 for 99.24% of possible”. The re- 
maining 18 clubs shot 360 aggs and had 
only an average score of 241 for 96.5% of 
“possible”, with only 2.5% of their aggs 
being 250’s or 9 of the 27 shot. 

Bob Pease, director of the TCL, tells me 
that the average attendance at any one 
match for the 24 clubs was in the 12 to 14 
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range. Not having the scores for all the 
shooters who participated, we can’t get an 
average score for the percentage of 
“possibles” shot, but, | think you will agree 
that it would be quite a bit less than the 243 
average score of the top five. What we do 
know is, 27 - 250’s were shot, so taking the 
minimum number of 12 shooters for four 
matches at the 24 clubs, which is a total of 
1152 aggregates, only 2.3% were 250’s. | 
wonder what the numbers would be if we 
had all the match reports from all the match- 
es shot in 1987. | bet they would certainly be 
even lower. 

Taking the “perfect” 27 scores, only three 
shooters shot more than one 250, for seven 
of the 27. This leaves 20 shooters with only 
one 250 each. Tell them they don’t deserve 
a free beer! Convince the rest of us that the 
targets are too easy! It takes a hell-of-a gun 
and a lot of luck, for a shooter to go froma 
consistent 248-249 score to a 250. 

The overall stats are hardly equal to those 
of St. Louis, but you say they are too close. 
Your trouble is, you don’t understand num- 
bers. You think that the number 2 is the next 
number up from 1, but, 2 is really 100% 
more than 1. I'll say it again. SCORES ARE 
ONLY A BUNCH OF NUMBERS. THEIR 
ONLY PURPOSE IS TO SERVE AS A 
GAUGE IN DETERMINING A WINNER. 
You know that as long as there is a 10 ring 
there will always be squeaker 10’s. Instead 
of changing the target, why not change the 
method of scoring? If we went to string 
measurement, using a Sweeny type caliper, 
parity would be achieved, and only the best 
shot would win. One drawback to this 
though, would be the time added to the 
scoring process. 

One can only assume that the reason you 
bring up the question of target difficulty, is 
your difficulty of placing in the top five at 
your club. A club, | might add, that has 
amongst its members, five of the very best 
hunter rifle shooters in the world. My sug- 
gestion to you is, 1) move to Lafayette, 
where a 248 almost always places in the top 
five, or, 2) move to Yellowstone or Menard, 
where a 248 always wins. 

As you asked us to do, | rescored the first 
250 that | shot, in 1977, with a 6-250. The 
targets had only one shot that could be con- 
sidered a squeaker 10, and the score would 
not have changed. The five targets you 
show are not representative of a typical 250 
score. If you looked at the targets of Clark 
Green’s three 250’s, | venture to say, you 
would find very few questionable shots. A 
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really good hunter rifle, in the hands of a 
good shooter, shoots a lot better than you 
give it credit. 

| do wish, if you are going to propose a tar- 
get change, that you at least have the cour- 
tesy to show a correct one. The target ac- 
companying your article is a reduced copy 
of the older 200 yard target, which had an X 
ring, not an X dot. | don’t think this is what 
you had in mind. Or did you intend for the 
new target to have a 1/4” X ring, leaving the 
ten ring at its present 1/2”, as in your exam- 
ple? And, if your new target will have an X 
dot, what size will it be reduced to? 1/32’? 
1/64’? Geez! Let’s make the target impos- 
sible. Since you don’t like the rules anyway, 
why not change the caliber rule to read — 
17 Cal. Maximum — and really make it 
hard? Or, do we save this rule change for 
when we shoot too many “possibles” on 
your target in the future? 

| also believe you are mistaken about the 
reason the 200 yard target was changed. | 
don’t know the exact date Tom Metzger sat 
across the table, eyeball to eyeball, with Jim 
Borden to discuss the possibility of the two 
organizations merging, but | do know we 
were shooting the “new target” a year be- 
fore we heard about any talk of merger. Asa 
matter of fact, Francis Broussard waged a 
one man crusade for seven years, writing 
letters and brow beating anyone who would 
listen, that the 200 yard target should be 
minute of angle with the 100 yard target. 
And | do remember, at the first Hunter Na- 
tionals St. Louis hosted, you were saying 
that it was the 100 yard target that needed 
changing. So, if you are going to use history 
tomake a point, let’s get the record straight. 

Putting the scoring aside, my main objec- 
tion is: changing the outside diameter of the 
100 yard bull to 2%” and the white inside 
section to 134”, might prove uncomfortable 
to the eyes of many shooters and may re- 
quire the change to a higher scope magnifi- 
cation. Thereby, another rule change and 
higher scores. 

As every Hunter Rifle shooter knows, you 
hardly receive any recognition for shooting 
this class. After all, Hall of Fame points 
aren’t even given to our National Champi- 
ons. | bet if you asked a group shooter who 
won the Hunter Nationals three weeks after 
the report appeared in P.S. he couldn't tell 
you. The only time any “big names” shot the 
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Nationals was when everybody assumed 
Hall of Fame points would be awarded. 
Now, the only time a “big name” shows up 
at a hunter match, with the exception of 
Seely Masker, is when St. Louis drags you 
out for an important match or we drag out 
Geraci. In short, Ron, we shoot Hunter Rifle 
only for the fun of it. So, KEEP YOUR 
COTTON-PICKING HANDS OFF MY 
HUNTER RIFLE. 

Louis Langlinais 


GUY CHISM 
ON 
HUNTER CLASS 


Dave, 

This is in reply to Ron Hoehn’s article on 
Hunter Class. 

| absolutely do not want any changes in 
the rules or target size. If it was not for Bob 
Pease and Tony Hidalgo who started T.C.L. 
and Marcy Lyons who persuaded the 
NBRSA to let us have the Nationals and 
people like Francis Broussard, Louis 
Langlinais and many others who worked 
and promoted Hunter Class, we would not 
have Hunter Class today. 

Hunter Class has had the same basic 
rules since 1976-77 and the sport continues 
to grow, | thought that was what we want- 
ed. You start changing the rules drastically 
and a lot of people will quit shooting. 

The problem with Hunter Class is the offi- 
cers in NBRSA don’t like score shooting. In 
our club the new shooters are Hunter shoot- 
ers, and they don’t like it. If they worked as 
hard as the Hunter Shooters, they would 
get new Group Shooters. | hope you Hunter 
Shooters that feel like | do will let your direc- 
tors know that if they vote for something like 
this that you will vote against them in the 
next election. 


CLARENCE HAMMONDS 
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When you look at the percent Ron gave 
on the scores, it just goes to show you can 
make figures do whatever you want. He 
said our winning score was 99.4% perfect in 
our 100 and 200 yard matches. He forgot to 
mention that we have 50 X, so our percent 
would be approximately 65-70% of a per- 
fect score. If you use his theory a hunter rifle 
with six power scope that Agg. 3/10 inch 
group, then a varmit rifle with 36 power 
scope should Agg. 1/10 or less. | think 
shooting a 250 in Hunter Class is about like 
shooting 250 Agg. in group shooting; 250- 
15X is about like .200 Agg.; 250-18X is like 
.170 Agg. 

Ron and one other shooter are the only 
ones who are in favor of any of these chang- 
es in our club. 

| love to shoot in the Vermit and Unlimited 
Classes, but only shoot in one or two match- 
es a year any more, because there is only 8 
to 10 minutes between relays at our club. All 
you do is reload and shoot, don’t even have 
time to look at your targets or socialize with 
other shooters, it’s just like work. We are 
running older shooters and new shooters 
away in Vermit Classes and | don’t want this 
to happen in Hunter Class. 

Ron Hoehn and | are friends, but disagree 
strongly on this issue for | think it would real- 
ly upset Hunter Class. 


Guy Chism 


from 
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SEELY MASKER 
ON 
HUNTER CLASS 


Dear Ron, 

| don’t recall anything written in recent is- 
sues of PS that held my interest as long as 
your comments on the Hunter class. | agree 
with your observation that we certainly do 
get bogged down with rules, not only in 
Hunter class, but indeed all through 
benchrest shooting. 

| see that the matter is addressed by an 
agenda item (#2) for the upcoming IBS win- 
ter meeting . . . “At future annual meetings 
we should spend less time fine tuning our 
existing rules and more time on addressing 
the advancement of the sport and how we 
can increase participation”. My, but that’s a 
lot of wisdom to appear in one little sen- 
tence.! 

Going back to your article, and your refer- 
ence to the hunter class rules . . . certainly 
rules #1 and #2 will get a passing grade 
from me as well. 

I’m not all that certain about rule #3. 
When | am in the woods during hunting sea- 
son, and | hear some nut blasting away with 
an auto loader as he or she (| don’t want the 
girls to feel anything but equal) can squeeze 
the trigger . . . | begin to wish that we had a 
single shot rule in effect in hunting. | bet that 
there would be a lot less wounded animals 
lost. 

Two years ago, on a deer stand, some 
nut someplace below me in the woods start- 
ed shooting. | counted six shots, and figured 
that he was done. Then, three more. . .now 
a total of nine. At this point | was getting 
nervous, and thinking about looking for a 
new stand. However | elected to stick it out 
a bit longer, and see if any animals would be 
moving, spooked by the barrage down the 
hill. Shortly after there appeared a four point 
buck, dragging a hind leg. | waited for a clear 
shot, and was able to end its suffering. Just 
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a small argument in favor of single shot 
hunting. 

Rule #4 ... in hunting, at least in North 
America, the size of the bore really doesn’t 
make that much difference. It depends more 
upon the individual using the gun. If he has 
patience, and will wait for a well placed shot, 
he could be very successful with some of 
our smaller, more modest cartridges. | seem 
to recall a gentleman named Bell, in Africa, 
many years ago . .. who was the great ele- 
phant hunter of his day . . . with a 7mm. Ob- 
viously Mr. Bell placed his shots carefully in- 
deed. 

Rule #5. . .in my own experience | favor 
the 30-30 case capacity rule (hold the 
water, please), but it can be 6mm or larger, 
and preferably larger. | have found, in the 
hunting fields, that the bigger and heavier 
bullet puts game down much more quickly. 

Rule #6 ... I'll ignore completely. The 
rules may allow a ten pound rifle in hunter 
class, but there is no way I’m going to drag a 
ten pound rifle through the woods! My deer 
rifle weighs 7Y2 pounds, complete with 
scope and sling. 

Rule #7 ... blank, blank, blank! 

Rule #8 ... be darned hard to change 
barrels! 

Rule #9. . .let’sbelegal...withabitofa 
safety margin. From a quick look at this 
month's issue of American Rifleman . . . it’s 
scary to have to drive through New Jersey 
on one’s way to a rifle match! 

Rule #10. ..the pound limit, and amen! 

Rule #11... ditto... ten pound limit, and 
amen! 

Rule #12 ... anything in the interest of 
accuracy, as long as it makes the ten pound 
weigh limit! 

Rule #13. ..! wouldn’t want a 3” forend 
on a hunting rifle, so I'll agree with the 2%” 
rule. 

As far as targets go, there are several 
ways to approach this. First, do as you sug- 
gest. Second, go one better and make the 
x-ring to be the 10 ring. Third, do as the 
black powder shooters do, and score the 
shot from the center of the bullet hole. This 
would eliminate the big bullet advantage, 
and give the advantage then to the smaller 
size bore/bullet. 

Any change in the target or the method of 
scoring should have no adverse effect on 
the new shooter, as long as everyone 
shoots at the same target, and by the same 
rules. 

Seely Masker 


303-443-9189 


CHARLES BRAUGHT 
ON 
HUNTER CLASS 


Dear Ron: 

| just finished reading your interesting arti- 
cle in the November Precision Shooting. | 
am a relatively new shooter, having just 
completed my first whole season of “Hunter 
Class” competition. Like you, I’m hooked, 
and will shoot next year whether it’s bal- 
loons at 1000 yards or match heads at 100 
yards. 

I'll skp the comments on rules and get to 
the point of your article — size of the target. 
| shot in 10 or so “Hunter Class” matches 
this past year. | shot regularly with the 
Southwest Lousiana Rifle & Pistol Club in 
Lake Charles, La., and with the Hub City 
Club in Lafayette, Louisiana. As you proba- 
bly know, those clubs finished 8th and 2nd 
respectively, in the final TCL standings for 
point count. In my 10 matches this year and 
three matches last year, | have seen a total 
of maybe 5 scores of 250. Again, we're talk- 
ing about perhaps 200 scores for record in 
these matches in which perhaps 25% or so 
of the top 20 NBRSA “Hunter Class” Na- 
tional finalists competed regularly. 

Statistically, we had 5 in 200 “perfect 
scores”, or roughly two and one half per- 
cent. We had no “perfect scores” at 200 
yards, nor am | aware of any shot this sea- 
son. Remember, this is an average TCL 
Team and a top TCL Team. Some teams 
can’t compete now, barely averaging 215- 
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230 as a team score. What | really feel we 
might do is make it tougher on these teams 
so they will quit altogether. 

| am working with two or three new shoot- 
ers, who aren’t ready to spring for the 
$1200 bench gun, but who might bring that 
.270 to the line in hopes of 235-245 score. 
There’s a lot of difference between a 245 
and a 250 and we all know it. I’m convinced 
that shooting my .308 in a warehouse would 
result in a 250 with 20+ x’s — but I'll defy 
anyone to shoot that score regularly with 
10-30 mile varying winds which change di- 
rections twice between the time the bullet 
leaves the muzzle and the time it hits the tar- 
get. Most of us deal with similar conditions 
frequently. 

Seriously, | think what we need to do is 
consider the good of the sport — in conjunc- 
tion with the quest for supreme rifle accura- 
cy. | haven’t heard of three 250’s in match 
results, but maybe twice this year. | haven't 
heard of a 500 (100 and 200) yard score at 
all this year. Even so, what’s the record 
x-count — 25, for the two yardages? How 
many match scores were shot this year at 
both 100 and 200 yards? | don’t know but 
let’s guess. With 24 teams averaging 15 
shooters shooting in 2 matches — that’s 
about 750 scores — and not a single 500. 
Additionally, I’m not aware of a twenty-five 
x-count at both yardages all year — but, 
even if there was, that leaves room for a 100 
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percent improvement in x’s. That seems to 
offer quite a challenge to me. 

After researching this years TCL Match 
Reports, | believe these trends seem to hold 
out for the league as a whole. There were 
only 27 scores of “250” reported for the four 
regular matches. That means there were 27 
of 480 reported scores which amounts to 
approximately 5% of scores. Assuming that 
there were three shooters for every score 
reported, the percentage of “Perfect 
Scores” was less than 2%. Remember 
that’s only at 100 yards — or half a match. 
Personally, | don’t consider anything short 
of a 250-25x as a perfect score — and | 
don’t believe that’s been done yet. Don’t get 
me wrong, I'll take all the 250’s | can get, but 
| still do not cosider that perfect. 

| think when something like 50 percent of 
the teams can report 3 or more 250’s at 100 
yards with an average of 15-20 x’s, and 
have similar results at 200 yards, then we 
will have pushed our equipment and shoot- 
ing skills to a level worthy of considering 
adopting a more difficult target. Until such 
general results can be achieved under all 
sorts of conditions, and by a higher percent- 
age of participants, then | believe we’re seri- 
ously jeopardizing the growth of our sport 
and kidding ourselves, too. 

| do have a few additional thoughts that 
might be worth consideration for the “Hunt- 
er Class” rules. Maybe we could develop 


some sort of scoring device that would 
allow the same margin of error for 6mm and 
7mm shooters as is available to the .30 cali- 
bers. Perhaps we could establish an “aver- 
age condition” measurement device and 
penalize or compensate TCL teams whose 
matches are held in conditions better or 
worse than that norm. (We all suspect that 
the “good conditions” in St. Louis contribute 
to their overall success.) Maybe TCL 
Matches should include 200 yards as well. 

See you next year, 

Charles Braught 


P.S. If you don’t think the IBS Varmint for 
Score Shooters with 250-23x’s are having 
fun, why do 70 shooters show up at match- 
es? 
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WAYNE CORLEY 
ON 
HUNTER CLASS 


Dear Ron (Hoehn), 

lam sending this as a reply to your article 
in the November issue of Precision Shoot- 
ing. Since you seem to be satisfied with the 
rules you listed in items 1-weight, 2-scope 
power, 3-magazine capacity and 12- 
rebarreling, restocking and special triggers 
of your article, | will move on to items 4-bore 
diameter, 5-case capacity, 6-sleeves and 
glue-ins and 13-maximum stock width. The 
rules mentioned in these paragraphs were 
written for the purpose of establishing a 
NEW class, the hunter class. Without these 
rules the hunter class would not be much 
different than light varmint, sporter or even 
the heavy varmint. 

| am sure if you look at the light varmint, 
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shouldn't you? 


To order call toll free 800-222-0353 or send 
$2.00 for a complete catalog. Dealers include 
a copy of your FFL for dealer pricing. 


H-S Precision 


sporter and heavy varmint rifles a person 
would have to agree that there is not two 
cents worth of difference between all three 
of them. As we all know the light varmint and 
sporter being a duplicate rifle has been dis- 
cussed in Precision Shooting many times. A 
great number of shooters don’t own a true 
light varmint rifle. In fact you have shot your 
sporter in all three classes on many occa- 
sions including two of your three successful 
national championships. 

For those who have forgotten, the sporter 
class was introduced in 1960. The purpose 
was to generate interest for new shooters 
unfamiliar with benchrest shooting in hopes 
of them coming to a match with their sport- 
ing rifles since the sporter class rules were 
similar to what was considered to be a hunt- 
ing rifle. (As you can see this was the same 
reason the hunter class was devised in 
1966). One of the rules for the sporter was a 
limit of eight power on the scope. Then in 


LOWELL FREI 


WALT BERGER 


Early in the 1986 benchrest season, H-S Precision introduced its new 10X cut-rifled 
barrels. The following Championships won with 10X barrels speak for themselves: 

Lowell Frei won the Arizona State 3-gun, Cactus Classic LV, Crawfish Invitational 
2-gun, NBRSA Nationals 3 & 4-gun, and Southwest Regionals 3-gun. 

Walt Berger won the Arizona State Sporter, Crawfish Invitational HV, Visalia In- 
vitational, including a .1342 100-yard aggregate. 


Our proprietary bore reamer design and reaming process, combined with our ex- 
clusive 10X cut-rifling design, yield barrels with the finish of button rifled barrels, 
combined with the superior stability and outstanding barrel life of cut-rifled barrels 
Hand lapped 10X barrels, because of their unique design, reduce gas leakage around 
the bullet, reduce bullet upset and reduce fouling. Lowell and Walt demand the best, 
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1961 the power was changed to ten power 
and in 1962 the scope power limit was re- 
moved altogether and the rest of the story is 
history. While the hunter class rules have 
been changed to the point that the rifles are 
not as close to true hunting rifles as they 
once were and the rules are not ideal for at- 
tracting new shooters a new class of shoot- 
ing has resulted and most of the shooters 
shooting hunter do not want any rules 
changed. They are happy shooting some- 
thing other than the PPC! 

In order to have different classes you 
must have different rules. With regards to 
your views noted in items 7-barrel stub di- 
mensions, 8-one piece construction, 10- 
barrel taper and 11-action dimensions, | will 
agree they are pretty much meaningless but 
can only assume the original drafters of the 
hunter rules wanted to insure that the un- 
known technology of the future would not 
infringe on what was intended to be a basic 
rifle. 

While | have no great desire to change to 
a harder target, | feel that his change would 
be appropriate since rifles and shooter have 
advanced. Maybe a target of 75% the size 
we now use would be a good compromise. 
Most of my fellow shooters of hunter class 
probably disagree with the target change 
(even though they know the rifles and shoot- 
ers have advanced to the point where it 
would be a reasonable change) because of 
the fear that it would be the target change 
this year and maybe the PPC next and there 
goes the individuality that we now enjoy in 
the hunter class shooting. 
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MERRILL MARTIN 


Dear Merrill: 

Thanks very much for the photographs 
and for your letter of June 18! | shall give full 
credit to you in my article. | am fairly certain 
that | know what caused the “wasp- 
waisted” bullet and it is associated with the 
phenomenon that causes land marks on 
fired, lead bullets, where the width of the 
mark is wider than the lands. The theory 
also explains why bullet temper is critical 
and related to type and amount of powder 
used. | would very much like to discuss the 
theory with you, but that will have to await 
publication of the article, as | am sure you 
understand. 

With reference to your statement that “re- 
covered bullets indicate very clearly those 
wads that seal and those that ‘leak’ ”: | am 
aware that you are an experienced and 
careful experimenter and | offer the follow- 
ing only because all of us occasionally over- 
look some aspects of our work and thus 
reach conclusions which are not necessarily 
correct, even though they seem to fit the 
facts. 

| first started using wads with lead bullets 
about 1939, after reading a “Rifleman” arti- 
cle by a fellow named Krause about the use 
of 1/8” wads, made from sheet cork. The ar- 
ticle included a drawing of the wad insertion 
tool, which was a sort of “funnel”, made to 
fit over the outside of the case neck, with the 
inside diameter, where it contacted the case 
mouth, made slightly smaller than the neck. 
The “ram” used to seat the wads was made 
like a spring collet, with two slots leaving 
quadrants. The “ram” was larger in diame- 
ter than the wad, but the slits allowed the 
end of the ram to close in as the wad was 
forced down the “funnel” and placed just 
barely inside the case neck. The bullet thus 
contacted the wad immediately on being 
started in the neck and the wad was seated 
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square, and left in full contact with the bullet 
base. 

The outfits furnished with Sharps, long 
range rifles also included a wad seater, 
though the “ram” was solid. 

There are several references in early liter- 
ature to the necessity of wads being seated 
square with the bore axis, or case axis, and 
warnings that, if they are not, it cannot be 
expected that the seating of the bullet will 
square them up, and that wad failure may 
be expected and poor shooting may follow, 
if wads are not seated squarely. The in- 
structions shipped with the early, Metford, 
muzzle loading, long range rifles, equipped 
with false muzzles, make this very clear. 
Those rifles were not cleaned between 
shots, as was the custom in the U.S., but a 
stiff, felt wad, .015” oversize and saturated 
with grease was seated down on the pow- 
der, before the bullet was loaded. 

Not much is written about this in literature 
on Scheutzen rifles, but it must be remem- 
bered that shooters used powders then 
which filled the case level with the mouth, 
when breech seating, or muzzle loading the 
bullet. With the powder supporting the wad, 
even being slightly compressed, wads 
could be successfully seated with a finger or 
thumb. 

If you are simply pushing the wad into the 
case neck with your fingers, and trusting the 
bullet to square it up, the wad will often be 
left cocked, with air space between it and 
the bullet. This may result in gas leakage by 
the cocked wad and the sort of damage to 
one side of the wad that is shown in some of 
your photos. If a wad which is not started 
square is pushed further into the case neck 
with a square ended punch, slightly smaller 
than the neck |.D., many times it will not 
straighten up, but will remain cocked, as it it 
pushed farther in. 

In experimental work with a .45 caliber, 
long range, black powder rifle, using the 
2.6” case and paper patched bullets, | made 
a wad seater as described above, with an 
adjustable stop, in order to try out the wad 
combination recommended in Sharps litera- 
ture, where a wad of beeswax and sperm oil 
was sandwiched between two card wads. | 
made a mold to produce 40 of the beeswax- 
sperm oil wads at a time, similar in principle 
to the wad mold that Sharps furnished with 
their long range rifles. 

It may well be that you are aware of all 
this. If not, it might be useful to look into your 
wad seating procedures. | have recovered 
many, fired wads and never found one dam- 
aged on one side, as shown by your pho- 
tos. 

Best regards, 
Creighton Audette 


Dear Creighton: 

| guess in my haste | failed to mention the 
many steps and details in my wad research. 
I’ve kept notes of all tests but only kept re- 
sults that were different or unusual as the 
rest were easily repeatable. 

Being a one man side line operation time 
is of the essence. My work leaves little room 
for conjecture as | recover 100% of the bul- 
lets and over 90% of the wads for study 
which permits instant feed back correction 
in developing and changing design. | should 
have been a little more scientific in describ- 
ing the wads that “leaked” as | blush a little 
under the circumstances, so did the primers 
“leak” a wee bit of over pressure. 

It must be recognized that the wad mate- 
rial available today is far different than that 
in the early days. All the material mentioned, 
cork, card, felt, etc., all of which causes 
some bullet distortion. With the coming of 
modern plastic a whole new situation devel- 
oped. A non compressible ductile material 
with a low coefficient of friction and chemi- 
cal and heat resistance, namely low density 
polyethylene, the material used for all shot- 
gun wads nowadays. 

My photos in Precision Shooting show 
the precision wad inserting tool that con- 
forms to your description and requirements 
and which | also found necessary for accu- 
rate bullet delivery. 

With nearly 100% wad recovery a great 
many things were learned since this particu- 
lar wad material retained its shape very pre- 
cisely. Certain damage on one side of the 
wad in one case was traced back to anick in 
the muzzle crown of the rifle then in use. 
After crown correction, the wad was per- 
fect. 

No other wad system I’ve ever heard of 
has that fine a control over bullet obtura- 
tion. 

One side effect noted with the polyethyl- 
ene wads is in the area of case neck expan- 
sion. Both high and low pressure loads fully 
expand the case necks indicating instant 
wad expansion and sealing. This happens 
even in very loose neck chambers, which 
normally would have gas blow back around 
the case neck and shoulder. 

Recently I’ve been experimenting to find 
how thin a wad of the plastic can be used 
and still seal and shoot accurately. It’s 
amazing, 1/32” appears to do what 1/16” 
was doing and a little more accurate. 

This polyethylene is amazing stuff. 

Yours truly, 
Merrill Martin 
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WHAT GOES ON INSIDE? 


Having a very strong interest in the 
technical/mechanical side of firearms, | 
have read over the years everything | can 
get my hands on about internal ballistics. Of 
course, there is much about it that cannot 
be read, because probably the bulk of the 
research has been done by the arms and 
ammunition manufacturers and they appar- 
ently consider that information to be top se- 
cret. | have attempted to obtain research 
data from them, but so far have been unable 
to get even a reply, much less informa- 
tion. 

Nevertheless, | have come to the conclu- 
sion that we have only a rudimentary con- 
cept of what goes on inside the chamber 
when the firing pin falls, and that what we 
think we know is nothing more than “by 
guess and by God.” 

The gap in our knowledge is caused by 
our very limited ability to “see” inside the 
chamber, and to the extent that we can see 
inside, it turns out to be a very expensive un- 
dertaking. Basically, we are working with 
cause and effect, and although we can 
quickly see the effect, we are reduced to 
theorizing about the cause. Even when a 
speculation about cause seems reason- 
able, we have no means of verifying it. 

Consider this example: it has been found 
that small charges of slow-burning powder 
in large cases sometimes have the unex- 
pected results of destroying a rifle and pos- 
sibly injuring the shooter. In the last few 
years, several explanations have been ad- 
vanced, none of which has been conclusive- 
ly proven. 

One theory is that the blast of the primer 
drives the bullet into the lands before the 
powder is ignited, and acts as an obstruc- 
tion in the barrel. As the powder ignites and 
pressure and heat increase, the spiking na- 
ture of powder creates extremely high pres- 
sures that exceed the rifle’s strength. 

Another theory is that the blast of the 
primer drives the powder forward and com- 
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pacts the grains in the neck of the case. It is 
suggested that the powder mass burns on 
the back side and builds up excess pressure 
before the powder and the bullet can be 
driven out of the case. 

Even though we may conclude that one of 
these possibilities is likely the cause, we 
have no way of proving it. 

Another problem we have is determining 
why some primers seem to contribute to 
better accuracy than others, or why some 
primers, with a given powder charge, pro- 
duce higher pressures than other. | have 
read articles that report primer tests by fir- 
ing them and photographing the flash, and 
others that study the weight of the cups, an- 
vils and primer mixtures. However, little has 
been said about what, if anything, was 
learned in these studies. 

Creighton Audette has told of a man who 
built a rig to fire BB’s across a chronograph, 
and discovered that the primers which pro- 
duced the lowest velocities also produced 
the most accurate loads. This man may 
have had some theories about “why”, but 
there was really no way of testing the the- 
ory. In the end, the only real test so far is to 
fire loads until you find the primer which pro- 
duces the most accurate round, and even 
then you will not know why. 

Some hold that the primer which gene- 
rates the most heat is preferable, while oth- 
ers suggest that the primer with the largest 
flash is best. One argues that the greater 
heat content of the priming mixture makes 
for faster ignition, while another insists that 
the more flame you have driving into the 
case the faster the ignition. 

| suspect that, all other things being 
equal, the faster the ignition, the better the 
accuracy, but | also think that the consisten- 
cy of the ignition is more important. 

If you go back and read the various arti- 
cles on barrel vibration, especially the re- 
cent work of Creighton Audette, it becomes 
apparent that vibration begins when the fir- 
ing pin starts to move; every other move- 
ment or force from then on contributes to 
that vibration. Ultimately, where the bullet 
strikes the target depends on where the end 
of the barrel is when the bullet leaves the 
muzzle (assuming a perfect bullet fired in a 
vacuum). This is determined by what vibra- 
tions have been set up by firing pin move- 
ment, the blow against the primer, the ex- 
plosion of the primer, the combustion of the 
powder and the movement of the bullet. 
What happens to the vibrations also de- 
pends on how the rifle is held or rested, be- 


cause we know from other experiments that 
a rifle rested on sandbags will have a differ- 
ent point of impact than one rested on a 
hickory block. Assuming that we can pre- 
cisely duplicate the conditions of rest for 
each shot, as in a rail gun, then the barrel vi- 
brations will be effected solely by what goes 
on inside. 

In terms of human perception, the firing of 
a cartridge is instantaneous. But in terms of 
the ability of an instrument to read events 
and times, every shot must be considered a 
“hang-fire.” There is a measurable lag be- 
tween the pin hitting the primer and the 
flash, and a measurable time between flash 
and powder ignition. And if we did ultra-high 
speed photography of primer flashes or 
powder ignition, we would find that there is 
a measurable difference in the time it takes 
for two different primers to reach full com- 
bustion, and the same for powder. 

What we must realize is that all the time 
these things are happening (measured, | 
think, in ten-thousandths of seconds) the 
barrel is already vibrating. Even before the 
trigger is pulled, our own pulse is sending vi- 
brations to the barrel. Even as the primer is 
igniting, the barrel is already vibrating from 
the movement of the firing pin. Assuming a 
perfect bullet fired in a vacuum, the point of 
impact will be determined just where the 
swing of the barrel is when the bullet leaves 
the muzzle. 

The obvious lesson here is that whether 
we use Brand X or Brand Y primers, one 
which has a large flash and low heat or one 
which has a small flash and high heat, we 
want each primer to flash exactly the same. 
Consistency is the key. Presumably, if each 
primer flashes at the same speed and with 
the same heat, and if the powder charge 
from case to case ignites and burns at the 
same speed, then the odds are increased 
that the muzzle of the barrel will be in the 
same location when the bullet exits. 

Whether this consistency is possible de- 
pends on the manufacturer doing every- 
thing precisely — very high precision in the 
thickness and temper of the cup material; 
high precision in the thickness and temper 
of the anvil; high precision in the mixing and 
metering of the mixture. 

The same applies to the manufacture of 
the powder and the location of the powder in 
the case. Tests have shown that a load fired 
after elevating the muzzle of the rifle will give 
atleast different velocities than if the muzzle 
is dipped. We think we know why, but it is 
only a guess. Again, | believe that our great- 
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est difficulty is in not being able to see inside 
to verify what we think. 

In a recent article in Smithsonian maga- 
zine, there was a discussion about research 
into thermal energy. One of the methods of 
research in internal combustion engines is 
to insert a window, made of high strength 
glass, in the cylinder head and use high- 
speed photography to record the ignition 
and combustion. In this way, engineers are 
able to observe detonation and all other pro- 
cesses as the engine fires. In doing so, they 
have been able to design much more effi- 
cient engines because they can see what is 
going on inside. 

| know little about strength of materials, 
but it seems to me that there should be a 
way of doing the same thing with rifles. | 
conceive that the knowledgeable and capa- 
ble man could grind a chamber in a block of 
high-strength glass which could mate with a 
“breach block” of steel holding the primer 
and sealed with high-strength gaskets. If 
the walls of the chamber were polished suf- 
ficiently, then a “cartridge” could be fired 
and the combustion process recorded. Only 
then — ONLY THEN — could we really 
know what is going on with different pow- 
ders, different charges, different primers, 
and different cartridge designs. 

There is something else here that seems 
appropriate. We test the quality of our loads 
by firing them across a chronograph with 
the idea that the more consistent the veloci- 
ty, the more accuracy potential of the round. 
But reason tells me that even though ten 
bullets crossed the screens within five fps of 
each other, they did not necessarily get 
moving at the same speed. That is, even 
though complete combustion of the powder 
charge may give the bullets the same veloci- 
ty, measurements might show that the 
primer in one load may have ignited the 
powder more quickly than in another. 

Testing should be fairly simple, though 
not necessarily inexpensive. With the prop- 
er sensors and an oscilloscope, one could 
easily build a “bomb” by which one could fire 
primers (or full charges) in a closed contain- 
er and determine the heat content of a given 
primer or powder charge; the pressure gen- 
erated by a primer explosion or powder 
charge; the speed at which combustion 
takes place, and the pressure curve. 

We could also read something that | be- 
lieve could be a better indicator of accuracy 
than raw velocities measured be a chrono- 
graph. We tend to think that the most con- 
sistent velocities would produce the most 
accurate rounds, and this is likely true for 
those who shoot long range — 600 yards or 
more. But in terms of simple precision, | sug- 
gest that consistency of time from the re- 
lease of the sear until the bullet exits the 
muzzle would be much more informative. If 
we are wanting the bullet to exit the muzzle 


PRECISION SHOOTING — JANUARY, 1988 


on the same “swing” of a vibration, then this 
is where we want to be looking for informa- 
tion. Conversations with the man behind the 
PACT chronographs have revealed some 
problems that have to be overcome in mak- 
ing such measurements, but they are not in- 
surmountable. Much, | think, could be 
learned. 

Certainly much of the work of the manu- 
facturers is proprietary, and certainly they 
have more resources to use their discover- 
ies to make more improvements than the 
average gun tinker could, especially if it has 
profit potential. But we have some very 
bright gun cranks floating around who could 
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Cleaning Supplies 
Bruno Custom Core Brush 
New 17 Cal Rifle Per Piece ....... 
22, 6mm, 25, 6.5, 270, 7mm, 30, 303, 8mm, 
338, 35, 375,458 .... Per Dozen 8.75 
Pistol - 22, 38, 9mm, 41, 44,45...Per Dozen 8.75 


Bore Guides with O Ring - 

Rem, Hart, Stolle, Shilen, Winchester 

(State Caliber)..... F degave 12:95: 
Hall, Wichita, other................ 


Patches - Bruno Cotton Flannel 
22 Cal 1% Square PerM.............. 6.45 
6mm Cal. 1% Square Per 500 
6mm or 30 Cal 2” Rd. Per 500 


Lube - Solvents - Solvent Bottles 
Bruno - Bolt Lube Plastic Syringe 2.95 
Gold Medallion - 40z. .... er 7.95 


.$ 2.50 


no doubt apply this information to the im- Marksmans Choice - 16 oz. Bottle 14.45 
provementoffirearmsif given the opportun- | _Mfarxsmane Chose or Botte te 
ity. Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 2 oz. 3.00 


Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 4 oz. 3.25 


Has this, in fact, been done? | don’t know. Sweets 7.62 Solvent 8 oz... 


| haven’t heard any hints of it. Perhaps 
someone out there in shooting land has. 
And, if so, who has done it and what has it 
taught us? Please share it with us. 
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Sweets - Swabs 
22 Sweets Swabs 1 
6mm Sweets Swabs ie 
7mm Sweets Swabs 1 
30 & Up Sweets Swabs 1 
Chamber Swab - PPC 


Bruno Bullets 


22 Cal. 52 Grain FB 9.95 
New 22 Cal. 57 Grain FB 9.95 
6 f 
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6mm 63, 65, 68, 70 BT 10.95 


Sinclair Products 
Sinclair Powder Measurer w/Bottle 


BRUNO SHOOTERS NEW DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR SWEETS 7.62 SOLV. 


Adaptor Micro 173.00 
ADJ. SHOOT STOOL Sinclair Arbor Press 59.95 
Padded Seat Solid Oak $39.95 Sinclair Neck Turner - Two Calibers Complete . 50.00 
Sinclair Concentricity Fixture 48.00 
BAUSCH & LOMB - 36X SCOPES leer con eer a PE 
Dot $295.00 — Xhair $289.00 Sinclair Side Tension Rest Top (New 1986) 40.00 
Sinclair Adj. Seating Die - State Caliber 55.00 
™ = Sinclair Action Cleaning Kit 16.50 
Gl - H322 POWDER _816 $39.50 Sinclair Pill Bottle Adapt. Lyman, Reading 17.95 
Federal 205m Primers per 1000 $ 17.95 Sinclair Neck Expander 2 Calibers 14.95 
Bonanza F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 16.95 Sinclair Case Length Trimmer Mini, 22, 6mm 15.00 
Redding F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 24.75 Sinclair Primer Pocket Uniformer 18.95 
Hart Rifle Rest (Varmint) 7 82.95 Sinclair Bolt Disengagement Tool Remington 16.75 
J-4 Jackets 22 cal. 32.95 Sinclair Deluxe Deburing Tool with 
J-4 Jackets 6mm . A 34.95 Shouldered Top Large Flash Hole 13.50 
Lead Wire 3/16” 50 Ib. spool via 47.95 Sinclair Deburing Tool - Flash Hole PPC 12.95 
Kleinendorst Bolt Disengagement Tool 18.95 Sinclair Powder Measure Bracket 12.00 
Lee Auto Prime (2 trays) 11.95 Sinclair Primer Pocket Cleaner 5.00 
Davidson Bullet Puller 13.50 Sinclair Seating Depth Comparitor 6 Calibers 10.95 
Leupold 36X Scope Ch. $289.95 Dot 299.95 Parker Hale Coated Rods 
Hodgdon H322 (GI) 8 Ib. caddy 39.50 17 Cal. - 32” Coated Rifle 12.99 
Shooter's Choice 40z.$4.60 160z. 14.45 17 Cal.- Jag... ; 2.50 
Canjar LP Rem. 2 oz. Trigger , 86.95 22, 6mm, 30 - 37” Rifle Rod 12.99 
Hart 2 oz. Trigger so § 84.95 22, 6mm, 30 - 44” Rifle Rod 13.99 
Tuller Sand Bags Rear, Bunny, Rabbit . . 12.50 Jag or Adaptor Per Piece 2.25 
Tuller Sand Bags Front #1 Hunt. Rifle 8.95 : 
Tuller Sand Bags #2 2¥2” competition 8.95 Dewey Coated Rods 
Tuller Sand Bags #3 3” wide 8.95 22, 6mm - 36” Rod 15.00 
Uncle Mike's Scope Caps 10.00 22, 6mm - 44” Rod 15.50 
Bushnell Lt. Wt. Scope Rings : 12.95 30 Cal. - 36” Rod 16.00 
Bushnell 1” (wide) Lt. Wt. 9.95 30 Cal. - 44” Rod 16.50 
Comparitor Micrometer (carbide) reads Jag - 22, 30 2.25 
in millionths 199.95 Adaptor 22, 30 2.00 
Dial Caliper 6’Mitutoyo .......... 52.95 Dewey 17 cal. Stainless Steel Rod 36” 18.00 
Dial Caliper 6”Stainless Steel 45.95 Dewey 17 cal. Jag 2.25 
Dial Caliper Digital for Accuracy Wilson 
(Battery needed) 129.95 Case Trimmer 20.90 
Micrometer Digital for Accuracy Case Holder 3.95 
(Battery needed) ; - 129.95 Neck Size Die, Less Bushing 24.95 
Ball Micrometer 65.95 Straight Line Bullet Seater 24.95 
Standard 1” Micrometer 1-10,000 carbide 26.95 Bushing, Reversible 6.45 
Lyman Culver Powder Measure ; 144.95 Full Length Resizing Die 12.30 
PPC Cases 52 


Shooting Stools, solid oak w/viny! padded seat 


Please include payment with order. Include ample shipping, overpayments will be refunded. ADD 
1.90 for COD orders. All orders will be shipped UPS. PA residents add 6% sales tax. Dealer price 
sheets available with signed copy of FFL. Prices subject to change without notice. Other products 
available. Write for complete price sheet to: 
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NEW HEAD SQUARING TOOL 
AND TECHNIQUES 


The idea of squaring up case heads is a 
good one for a super accuracy rifle — IF — 
you know what you are doing and under- 
stand the technology. A recently designed 
tool will make the job much easier but first 
some fundamentals. 

Everyone knows what headspace in a 
rifle is. What many fail to realize is that the 
cartridge also has headspace and if it is out 
of the tolerance range the results can be as 
drastic as if the rifle were at fault. With that 
thought in mind the approach to squaring 
case heads must be a cautious one. It 
should never be done on military brass (too 
hard) and with commercial cases you need 
to begin with new, unfired cases. 

First the case must be fireformed in the 
rifle using a good normal load; not some re- 
duced loading. Sure it’s o.k. to drop the 
charge a grain or so for the smaller capacity 
of the new case but still a full loading. 
Choose a faster burning powder, preferably 
one not down in the 4350 or slower range. 
Before fireforming it is a good idea with a 
Remington to cut off and replace the ejector 
spring, a simple operation that will prevent 
the ejector spring from pushing the car- 
tridge crooked in the chamber. The cost of a 
replacement spring is all it will ever take to 
restore the function to the original. The ob- 
jective is to partially square the case head to 
the rifle’s bolt face using the 50,000 psi gen- 
erated by the fireforming. Another requisite 
of proper fireforming is that the bullet should 
jam into the lands forcing the head back 


(S NOW AVAILABLE 
DIRECT FROM SHILEN 


Competition shooters can now ob- 
tain 6-groove stainless steel SE- 
LECT MATCH GRADE BARRELS IN 
ALL SP/LV and HV contours. Be sure 
to specify 6-groove or 8-groove when 
inquiring or ordering. 


Complete barrel specifications and 
prices - $1.00 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. 
Ennis, TX 75119 
(214) 875 5318 


by 
Bob Pease 


against the boltface for partial alignment 
and better forming. 

Right now is when it might be best to stop 
for a moment of conjecture. If you have an 
out of the box hunting rifle there is a good 
chance the face of the bolt will not be square 
with the barrel anyway and this would be a 
good time for you to forget about any squar- 
ing of case heads and devote your efforts in 
other directions — practice perhaps. 

Assuming one has a quality rifle where 
the bolt face has been squared when the 
barrel was installed or one of the fine cus- 
tom actions which are already square when 
made, you may want to proceed with the en- 
deavor. After fireforming the cases, the 
head can be easily squared using a Wilson 
Case Trimmer with the case and its holder 
reversed on the tool’s bed. Since the Wilson 
Case Trimmer is designed like a miniature 
lathe a rather good job can be expected. 
The problem is that Wilson did not design 
the cutter for the squaring of case heads 
and the operation destroys its cutting edges 
something fierce. 

To complete the head squaring operation 
the head should be cut visually rather than 
to a controlled length. It is necessary to 
square only enough to have the cutter hit- 
ting the head all the way around. STOP 
THERE! To go further will cause problems. 
The rims will become too thin for the extrac- 
tor and could rip through thus leaving the 
case or cartridge stuck in the rifle. 

The squaring of the casehead will make 
the primer pocket SHALLOW and this must 
be corrected with the Whitetail Match Prep 
carbide cutter to SAAMI specs. However if 
you took too much off the head the Match 


Prep would remove extensive brass at the 
bottom of the pocket and effectively weak- 
en the web between the primer and the 
powder. It can also permit the primer to pro- 
trude if you don’t ream the pocket back to 
specs. From the above you can see that you 
are treading perilous ground and the entire 
process must be kept in careful balance. 

After the head is squared and the primer 
pocket reamed, a second fireforming is vital. 
Again full load and jam the lands with the 
bullet. Once the final cases are completed 
there are four “don'ts”: 

Don’t ever use these cases for re- 
duced loading followed by full loads. 

Don’t let the chamber become dirty, 
greasy or in any way lubricated. 

Don’t tumble or polish cases or let 
them become slippery. Vibration clean- 
ing in liquid is o.k. 

Don’t excessively overload cases to 
the extent of requiring complete full 
length sizing. Bumping shoulders back 
slightly is permissible. 

Brass cases receive their greatest work 
hardening on the head end when the extrac- 
tor groove, primer pocket, flash hole and 
subsequent anneals are all oriented to the 
body, shoulder and neck end of the case 
thus leaving the head end quite hard. This 
combined with the roughness caused by the 
headstamp and it is no wonder that a tool 
steel cutter designed for case necks will fail 
after limited use. This in no way faults the 
excellent Wilson Case Trimmer — bear in 
mind it wasn’t designed for such usage and 
the tool performs for years when used as in- 
tended. Therein lies the reason for the birth 
of the new tool. 


SPECIALIZING IN ACCURACY 


700 Rem. Action, Stainless Match Bbl., Fiberglass Stock 


Classic Style 


Super Accuracy combined with Light Weight spells Fine Hunting Rifles, Varmint Hunting 
Rifles and Bench Rest Rifles. The Finest in Accuracy Bedding in wood and fiberglass stocks. 
We use only match grade barrels in our shop. Actions are trued and lapped and barrels in- 
stalled with same precision on Hunting Rifles as on Benchrest Rifles. 


Dietz Gun Shop 


Rt.7 Box 189 
New Braunfels, Tx 78130 
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Howard Dietz, Gunsmith 
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New WHITETAIL carbide head cutter inter- 
changes with the original cutter on WILSON 
trimmer or WILSON neck turner. Squares 
heads superbly. 


About 18 months ago | was squaring a 
rather large group of case heads and going 
through cutters far too quickly. Having just 
received the Whitetail Match Prep all car- 
bide tool for reaming primer pockets (a fan- 
tastic tool needed to supplement head 
squaring) | called Dick Wright at Whitetail 
Design and Engineering and suggested he 
make a carbide cutter for the Wilson Case 
Trimmer. | sent him a Wilson Case Trimmer 
and an extra cutter to examine and he went 
right to work. After several prototypes were 
made and altered, some from my sugges- 
tions and some from his desire to create an- 
other fine product to supplement his magnif- 


icent Whitetail Match Prep tool, a design 
has now been settled on and the Whitetail 
Carbide Casehead Squaring tool is ready 
for sale. 

Brass does not cut like butter and from 
what I have learned the rake or angle of the 
cut and relief for the chips appears far more 
critical in grinding a cutter for brass than for 
tool steel. Let’s face it, there are not a lot of 
brass parts made in this country today and 
the art has been gradually lost over the 
years. Tool designers who are superb in 
steel work have little knowledge to fall back 
on when it comes to brass. Hence the cutter 
was a try and re-grind, try and re-grind pro- 
cedure until the final design was reached. 

The new cutter has a cutting head larger 
than the Wilson cutter. Caseheads are larg- 
er than necks, especially magnums and 
therefore need a larger cutting surface to 
square them cleanly. Its fore and aft travel in 
the bearing head is somewhat limited be- 
cause of the larger business end but more 
than adequate for either of the jobs it will 
perform. It must be installed from the center 
of the Wilson Case Trimmer which lets the 
threaded end protrude for installation of the 
original Wilson handle and lock nut. The 
Whitetail’s squaring cutter works fantasti- 
cally well on case necks thus making the 
new cutter a dual purpose tool. 

Carbide cutters, contrary to laymen’s be- 
liefs, are not impervious to damage. No cut- 


ter will stay sharp if it is caked up or run 
backwards. (Left-handers be cautious.) 
Carbide while extremely hard is also brittle 
and will chip if not protected. Dropping the 
tool could easily result in a total loss. 

Regardless of whether the original Wilson 
cutter is used or the new Whitetail Carbide 
Casehead Squaring tool cutter they should 
be cleaned and carefully greased when in- 
serted into the Wilson Case Trimmer. 
(That’s GREASE, not oil as you are dealing 
with a bearing). The outer bearing is soft 
steel while the cutter shank is hardened 
steel (normal bearing procedure) and if not 
kept clean and lubed it can freeze up render- 
ing the tool AND cutter useless. This is par- 
ticularly true when using the Wilson power 
adapter and an electric drill. The latter is 
NOT recommended, by the way, for squar- 
ing heads. One needs to cut slowly and in- 
spect visually. 

All of the above and below apply equally 
to the Wilson Neck Turning Tool which can 
of course be used for case neck trimming 
and case head squaring. 

With my (very rare) brainstorm and the 
fine cooperation of Wilsons and Dick Wright 
the new Whitetail Carbide Casehead 
Squaring tool for Wilson Case Trimmer has 
been born. Another superb tool design for 
the serious shooter. Available either from 
Whitetail Design and Engineering or from 
Bob Pease Accuracy. 


CUSTOM ACTIONS 


Some months ago we purchased the custom action machinery of CPS (of New Jersey). All 
equipment has been moved to our shop, and completely re-worked to our specifications. We 
now have a good sized backlog of actions available for immediate delivery. 


ALV Model 
(Right bolt, right port) 
(Right bolt, left port) 
(Left bolt, right port) 
(Left bolt, left port) 


SLV Magnum 
(Right bolt, right port) 
(Left bolt, left port) 


SLV Model 


(All four configurations are available) 


SLV Magnum Repeater 


(Right bolt, right port) 
(Left bolt, left port) 


No price differential for any bolt-port configuration. We have a number of neck-turners (micrometer 
type) on hand. Also the CPS aluminum skeleton stocks (Quantity prices available). 


Send $1.00 for 32 page catalog of target shooting and accuracy equipment. 
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Dear Dave 

This is sort of a follow-up on my last letter 
on big bore shooting. 

| enjoy shooting the long range matches. | 
find the position very challenging, and many 
matches are won or lost at this stage of the 
match. Also if there is one stage where top 
flight handloading quality should be a bit of 
an “edge”, it should be at the longer distanc- 
es. Just as in benchrest shooting, a good 
“delivery” is important. In fact, since there is 
no way in creation that we can shoot “free 
recoil”, it is probably about ten times more 
important in our world. 

During my many years in the game, | have 
spent a lot of time watching the top long 
range shooters, and trying to pick out what 
they did that was different than those who 
were less successful. This was supplement- 
ed by talking to many of them on the sub- 
ject. There are indeed things that they do 
that are not apparent to the casual observ- 
er. Perhaps | can share some of my findings 
and thoughts on the subject with the read- 
ers. 

The very best time for shooting long 
range is when there are no conditions (wind- 
mirage) moving about to complicate your 
findings. We used to shoot almost every 
Saturday morning, when things were still 
and calm, at about 5:30 am. | might add that 
it took me four years of shooting until | finally 
got enough facts straight in my thought 
process to be able to get beyond the mid 
190s with 3 to 5 Xs being a sticking-point av- 
erage score for longer than | would like to re- 
member. 

The first thing | do is set my mat almost 
perpendicular to the row of targets or firing 
line. | set my scope on the upper left corner 
of my mat, my shooting stool on the right 


Harold R. 
Broughton 


Benchrest Gunsmith 


Harold’s Custom 
Gun Shop, Inc. 


4 GROOVE 
STAINLESS STEEL 
MATCH GRADE BARRELS 
.22 and 6mm Calibers 


Route #1, Box #447, 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 
(915) 394-4430 


DICK BEAUDOIN 


upper corner, with my ammo under my stool 
in the shade until | start shooting. | put my 
sling above my bicep muscle, which to me is 
personal preference. Some shooters put it 
below the bicep. | loosen my sling one or two 
holes from my rapid-fire prone setting and | 
adjust by buttplate out 1/4 - 1/2 inch, de- 
pending on comfort to be my guide here. | 
also change my front sight for long range 
work. | take off my big bore front sight, and 
replace it with a Redfield 63 globe front that | 
modified with the addition of a spirit level. | 
cant my rifle a bit in the prone position, and 
the level helps me to keep that position the 
same from shot to shot. The globe sight also 
allows me to keep my rear sight low. | know, 
from considerable experience, that when | 
change my front sight, to go from 200 yards 
to 600 yards calls for nine clicks of right 
windage, and my first sighter will be a 10 or 
Xin calm conditions. Sling tension has to be 
firm for me. When it is too loose, | tend to 
lose shots “out the bottom”. | place my 
handstop as far forward as | can, so my 
shooting position is a low one. | lay almost 
perpendicular to the firing line with my left 
foot turned in and my right leg bent at almost 
a right angle. My left elbow is almost under 
the rifle. This places almost all my weight on 
my left side. This position eliminates pulsa- 
tion from your heartbeat when laying on 
your chest, pulsation that then is conveyed 
to your rifle. This is a bit uncomfortable at 
first, but it is simply a matter of getting used 
to it. When placing the rifle butt against me, | 
use my collarbone to locate my butt pad. | 
place the butt just below the bone, and this 
allows me to duplicate my position from 
shot to shot. | pivot totally off my left elbow 
to adjust for any position change. | line up on 
the target so that as | inhale and exhale | will 
cross the target from 6 to 12 o'clock and am 
centered perfectly windage-wise. | don’t try 
to hold the rifle if I’m not quite lined up as the 
rifle can move when the shot is broken. | be- 
lieve that any tension developed during the 
setting up of a shot will be released at the 
moment of firing pin fall. It might not be a lot 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. 


Write to 
DOUGLAS BARRELS, INC. 


5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


but it can cost you a point or two. | also grip 
my pistol grip as one of the last things done 
during set-up. | try to detect if I’m twisting 
the rifle in any way. | also grip the rifle with a 
light to medium grip. 

With the small front sight | don’t have a 
large field of view; to pick up the target num- 
ber | inhale and exhale deeply. This of 
course Causes the rifle to rise and fall a great 
amount. It also lets your system take in 
huge amounts of oxygen which helps your 
eyes to focus better. As | start to settle on 
the bull | shorten my breaths and start to ob- 
serve the clarity of the black on the target. 
The blacker the bull the more centereditis in 
your sight. Once centered | check my breath 
and begin to concentrate on my rear sight. 
This phase of firing a shot is where | had a 
dramatic turnaround as a bellyshooter. It 
has never been explained to me this way 
and | hope that | can explain it properly. 

| touch my cheek to the rifle two or three 
times to check my alignment. | need to see a 
perfectly round hole in the rear aperture. 
With that round hole | now proceed to place 
my front sight into the exact center of my 
rear aperture. | quickly glance at the front 
sight to check my level and see if the bull is 
still in the center of the aperture (intensity). 
This might sound controversial but if the bull 
is well centered | go back to the rear sight 
and center it up again and begin my 
squeeze. | spend 80-90 percent of my time 
and effort to keep this front-rear sight align- 
ment perfect, and all the while squeezing 
the trigger. While this is going on | will check 
the black intensity in the front sight to make 
sure that it is centered. | try not to look too 
long at the front sight, as this can tire my 
eyes. When the shot breaks | quickly look at 
the front sight to make my call. If | did it right 
the bull can be anywhere in the aperture of 
the front sight and the shot will be a 10 or an 
X. As soon as the shot goes off look into my 
spotting scope to check the conditions, to 
see if they have changed. | put together the 
call with the conditions | see now and | 
should have a good idea where the shot 
should be. While the target is being scored | 
take the rifle off my shoulder, open the bolt, 
remove the fired case, and put a fresh round 
on the tray. | do not close my bolt until the 
target comes up. 

It bothers me that shooters take their long 
range rounds and either throw them into 
their gun, or place them into their magazine 
and then run the bolt home like in rapid fire. 
Maybe I’m a bit overly finicky, but | went toa 
lot of trouble to carefully load that ammo, 
and | think of it as precision articles . . . and 
try to handle it accordingly. 


While waiting for the target to come back 


PRECISION SHOOTING — JANUARY, 1988 


up | will look at the grass or trees to rest my 
eyes. | try to treat my eyes well and rest 
them as much as possible between shots, 
and when | do look into my scope | do it with 
my non-aiming eye, and then only as long as 
necessary. When the target comes back up 
| look into the scope to check the shot place- 
ment; I'll note ifitis a 10 or an X, and where it 
is located on the bull. | compare its actual 
placement with my mental call of the shot. | 
consider the conditions. These are factors 
that determine if a sight correction is neces- 
sary. While checking the score and shot 
placement | make my decision if a sight cor- 
rection is indeed indicated. 

Now | place the rifle butt just below my 
collarbone, drop my right elbow down, relax 
my left arm and start breathing deeply to 
check my target number ... oops, I’m on 
number eight and I’m supposed to be on 
number six. | jiggle my body ever so slightly, 
and breathe deeply again. . . ahh, I’m now 
onnumber six, where | should be. . . exhale, 
bull is slightly left ... shift my body just a 
smidgen (a German unit of measure). . . the 
bull is now in the center. Breathe deeply 
three or four times, and start to breathe until 
black is black, and then go back to the previ- 
ously described steps. 

The selection of the front sight aperture is 
no matter to be given little attention. | earlier 
said that as long as the bull was anywhere in 
the aperture | would have a 10 or an X. That 
is ttue PROVIDED the right size aperture is 
used. There is no set rule on what size to 
use. .. because each person’s eyes are dif- 
ferent. A person should use the size and 
color aperture that will allow them to shoot 
twenty two shots and not be unduly tired in 
the eyeballs. To rephrase that .. . the size 
and color should be such that will allow 
good definition of black for the total match 
and yet be small enough that when a shot is 
broke with the bull near the edge it will still be 
a ten. When | say near the edge I’m talking 
about a thin sliver of white existing there 
when the shot is broken. Once the white is 
gone it is almost impossible to distinguish 
exactly the location of the shot. Freeland 
Scope Stands Inc. handles apertures for all 
front sights (Editor: A PS advertiser, Mo’s 
Competitor Supplies handles a myriad of 
iron sights and accessories for the target 
shooter). 

Consider it in this light . . . any misalign- 
ment is the same as moving your rear sight 
adjustment .006 (2 sheets of paper). . . this 
is 1 minute windage adjustment . . . which 
works out to 6” at 600 yards. | have not 
been too technical or scientific here . . . but 
rather have chosen to spell out some meth- 
ods that have worked well for me. 

Dick Beaudoin 

DB Gunsmithing 

6 Cedar Street 

Derry, New Hampshire 03038 
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BILL DAVIS 


Dear Creighton: 

Thanks very much for your letter of Octo- 
ber 24th. It seems to me that we are fully in 
agreement on objectives, and in agreement 
on most technical points as well. The ques- 
tion at issue seems to be how our objectives 
can best be achieved. | do understand your 
exasperation. Unfortunately, some of the 
most distinguished and popular journalists 
in the firearms field have been responsible 
for perpetuating technical ideas that are 
false, and even potentially dangerous, when 
they ventured unwittingly beyond the limits 
of their expertise in science and engineer- 
ing. As of course you know, thatis not anew 
phenomenon, but has been going on at 
least from the time that you and | began 
reading gun magazines perhaps 50 years 
ago. Pseudo-scientific folklore has become 
so entangled with scientific fact in the fire- 
arms field that it is exceedingly difficult for 
many of us to distinguish the one from the 
other. It is not surprising that mistaken ideas 
put forth by popular writers are sometimes 
accepted as established facts, and repeat- 
ed by others, and sometimes vociferously 
defended, as if scientific principles could be 
decided by popular vote in a way similar to 
the selection of Heisman Trophy winners in 
college football. | find it entirely appropriate 
for those such as you, who have had access 
to more authoritative scientific information 
on a particular subject, to call attention to 
these fallacies. 

There are some among us who have out- 
standing skills and accomplishments in gun- 
building, handloading and competitive 
shooting, and those of us who are less gift- 
ed or accomplished in those areas can prof- 
itably listen and learn from these rightly re- 
spected artisans and competitive shooters. 
On the other hand, there are some among 
us whose special expertise is in the profes- 
sional fields of science and engineering re- 
lated to firearms and ammunition, and they 
also have contributions to make, for those 
who care to listen. Many of us have at least 
some interest, and a certain degree of com- 
petence, in both areas. 

These areas of expertise will inevitably 
overlap, although they are not the same, 


HIGH GRADE HUNTING AxD TARGET RIFLES 


and it is often difficult for anyone to tell ex- 
actly where one discipline ends and the 
other begins. Each one of us will occasional- 
ly make a mistake and unintentionally pro- 
voke criticism, but | truly believe that our 
mutual interests are best served when we 
can work in harmony, and each one can 
supplement the knowledge and accom- 
plishments of the others. Unfortunately, 
controversy is exploited in some of the 
shooting journals for the sake of reader in- 
terest, and that is at least partly responsible 
for the survival of many of the psuedo- 
scientific myths that are mindlessly regurgi- 
tated, year after year, in print. The currently 
popular idea that truth in everything is deter- 
mined by a majority vote of the people heard 
from, after a suitable media display of public 
controversy, is mistaken when applied to 
matters of scientific fact. Given sufficient 
media hype and vociferous argument by 
“anti-” advocates, a public referendum 
nowadays on the law of gravity might suc- 
ceed in getting a majority vote in the body 
politic to have it repealed, but a rock 
dropped from your hands would still fall on 
your foot. The remedy against misinforma- 
tion, | believe, is to resist our natural exaspe- 
ration with the voodoo beliefs that some- 
times masquerade as facts in the firearms 
business, and be as patient and construc- 
tive as possible in our criticism. Harsh con- 
troversy breeds antagonism and stubborn- 
ness, and hardly ever is anyone convinced 
of a truthful proposition against his own will. 

| certainly do not imply by mentioning 
these points that | think you will disagree 
with them. From your very thoughtful letter, 
| think that you agree, and | look forward to 
working with you toward our common 
goals. 

Best regards, 
Wm. C. Davis, Jr. 


P.S.: | inclose a few pages on the Kinetic 
Theory of Gases, from one of my old phys- 
ics textbooks. It explains the calculation of 
the “mean free path” of molecules in gases, 
and gives the value in air at 0°C and a pres- 
sure of 76 cm of mercury as about .000008 
cm, or about 3 millionths of an inch. It would 
be slightly greater at normal ambient tem- 
perature than it is at O°C (32°F). 


WORLD CLASS ACCURACY! 
Since 1982, benchrest shooters have 
broken 14 world records with rifles built 
by me. | use the same materials, techni- 
ques, and standard of quality when 
building rifles and XP-100 handguns for 
varmint shooting and big game hunting. 
$3.00 for Information Package. 


Kenny Jarrett; Jarrett Rifles, Inc. 
Route 1, Box 411, Jackson, SC 29831 © (803) 471-3616. 
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A few years ago | decided to try my hand 
at wildcatting. My desire was to come up 
with a case of approximately the same ca- 
pacity as the 6PPC, with many of the favor- 
able characteristics of that case that had 
proven to be helpful to accuracy. No, | 
wasn’t mad at Lou Palmisano at the time. . . 
it was occasioned by a real shortage of .220 
Russian brass at that particular point in time 
. ..not the first such shortage that | could re- 
call . .. and possibly not the last. 

We (Editor: what’s this “we” stuff? Have 
you merged with Remington?) started out 
with a careful study of cases and case de- 
signs. Of interest right from the start were 
the many similarities of the .225 Winchester 
case and the venerable and stood-the-test- 
of-time wildcat, the .219 Donaldson Wasp. 
The 30-30 is the long accepted basic case 
for those making up Wasp cases today .. . 
although of course the .30 American case 
has come along, and today is probably the 
obvious basic case with which to work 
today. 

Next we turned our thoughts to ordering 
areamer. (Editor: I’m glad that this was sev- 
eral years ago . . . have you got the reamer 
yet? I’m not saying that our reamer manu- 
facturers are behind in their work ... the 
lads should be caught up with the rush of or- 
ders for this new cartridge shortly ... I’m 
talking about the 45-70 of course). 

Since the .219 Donaldson has a 30° 
shoulder, | ordered the 6x225 reamer with a 
30° shoulder. This makes it possible for me 
to make two chambers (6x225 SM or 6 SM 
Wasp) with the same reamer. | have head 
space gauges for both. A special for the 
6x225, and standard Wasp gauges for the 6 
SM Wasp. 

The dies used to form Wasp cases are 
used in the following order: Wasp form #2, 
trim die, and 6 SM Wasp full length die. The 
case necks are then expanded, and neck 
turned. 

You know, I’m sort of angry at myself for 
not shooting the case in 1987 matches, but | 
expect to correct that in 1988. 
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Two of my friends are shooting it with 
some degree of success. Tom Svack (Yon- 
kers, New York) shot a 200-300 yard record 
with it at Mainville in the varmint hunter 
class, and Tom has won quite a few match- 
es in that class. Tom’s regular load is 30.0 
grains of 748 powder with the Euber 68 
grain bullet. 

Another shooter using the 6 SM Wasp is 
Peter Pfluke of Meriden, Connecticut. Peter 
is currently using the 30-30 as his starting- 
point case and will probably move to the 30 
American basic case. It will be interesting to 
see if that small primer case shows any im- 
provement over his previous efforts with the 
30-30 case. 

This is Peter’s first year of benchrest 
competition, using a heavy bench class one 
piece base rail rig, which incorporates a 
sleeved 40X BR action and a Hart barrel. | 
consider it to be a bit unique that Peter start- 
ed out in the heavy bench class, rather than 
one of the more popular varmint classes. 
While | admit it to be a personal opinion, | ad- 
vise a new shooter . . . with the funds for a 
new rifle ... to start with a 10/2 pounder, 
which will enable him to fire in any and all 
classes. At the August 8th and 9th match at 
Dunhams Bay, in the heavy bench class 
Peter placed 2nd at 100 yards with a .3188 
aggregate. He also had a .200 group which 
took small group honors for the shorter 
yardage, and ended up second in the grand 
aggregate with a .3600 figure. 

Getting back to the 6 SM Wasp ... if 
someone would do a bit of research they 
would find that Harvey Miller shot a record 
with a 6mm on the .225 case. | believe that 
Harvey’s wildcat has a lot in common with 
my wildcat, although they are not similar. | 
would like to hear from any of our readers 
who have had experience with Harvey 
Miller’s wildcat case. 

The advantage of using the .225 case is 
that it can be used with a .308 bolt face with- 
out alteration of the rim. The case capacity 
of the 6 SM Wasp is within one grain of the 
6PPC. Peter’s load for the SM Wasp is 28.0 


by 


The 6mm SM Wasp and 
The 6x225 SM 


Seely Masker 


grains of H322 with Euber 68 grain bullets 
and Federal 205 primers. If the 30-30 or 30 
American case is to be used as the basis for . 
the 6 SM Wasp, then you must either open 
up a .308 bolt face, or turn down the rim on 
the cartridge case. You pays your money 
and you takes your pick. 

lam going to have to chamber a barrel for 
my Wichita action heavy varmint rifle and 
have ago atitin the upcoming year. | am be- 
coming a bit ashamed in the face of the 
looks that Peter has been giving me at 
matches. | guess that when you create a 
wildcat that others are shooting, and shoot- 
ing well, in matches ... you should be 
shooting your creation yourself. 

Another case that interests me is the 
Lindahl Chucker. | may comment further 
about this at some point in the future. 

Seely Masker 


(Addendum, a few days later) 


Dear Dave, 

| am enclosing herewith a few cases for 
you to look at. . . yes, even to touch, if you 
are so minded. (Editor: hot damn!) 

The 6 SM Wasp, as you will see, when 
based on .225 brass, fits a .308 bolt face 
without need for any further work. There are 
30-30 based cases here with the rims 
turned down to fit either PPC or 308 bolt 
faces ... no problem with either. These 
cases can all be formed to the 6 SM Wasp, 
as well as the Lindahl Chucker. | feel that the 
Lindahl Chucker is darn near exactly the ca- 
pacity of the .22 Waldog. 

All of these chambers can be cut with my 
6x225 SM reamer. 

(Editor: The Lindahl Chucker, as devel- 
oped by Leslie M. Lindahl, of Central City, 
Nebraska, is very well described by C.S. 
Landis in his classic 1947 book “Twenty- 
Two Caliber Varmint Rifles”. There were 
two versions . . . a rimless case, based on 
the .25 Remington brass, and a rimmed 
case, using .219 Zipper brass. The case 
had alength of 1.700, and a 28° shoulder). 
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.219 Donaldson Wasp 


Dear Dave, 

| read Joe Parker's interesting article in 
the September 1987 issue of Precision 
Shooting on the Martini actions and the ven- 
erable .219 Donaldson Wasp. 

| want to take issue with some of the 
statements made in the article by the editor 
about .219 Donaldson Wasp loads. (Editor: 
I’m sorry, we do not allow discussion of any- 
thing that the editor has said. It is magazine 
policy that the editor is always right. Over 
the years we understand that no one is sat- 
isfied with this stance . . . except the editor. 
This is not a democracy, it is not even an en- 
lightened despotism. If you are not satisfied 
with this, write out your complaint in tripli- 
cate ... and keep all three copies). 

The classic Wasp load, for match shoot- 
ing, was 26.5 to 27.0 grains of 3031, not 
27.5 grains as you related. 

Bill Schellert and | hunted crows and 
groundhogs since 1948 when he got his first 
.219 Donaldson rifle. In 1954 we had Bob 
Sherer make up for each one of us a .219 
Wasp on a Winchester model 70 action. | 
still have mine, to this day. | personally have 
fired over 22,000 rounds through five differ- 
ent barrels with that gun, most of them with 
aload of 28.5 grains of 3031, giving me a ve- 
locity in the 3560-3585 fps range. | have 
even used 29.0 grains of 3031 (a com- 
pressed load) with no problem except | had 
to full length size my cases after every cou- 
ple of shots. (Editor: I’m surprised that you 
didn’t have to full length size your barrel’s 
chamber after every couple of shots. | agree 
of course that the model 70 is a far stronger 
action than a Baby Martini... but still... 
these loads are far in excess of every stan- 
dard reference work on the cartridge, and | 
have to go on record as not recommending 
them). However this was just an experi- 
ment, and | would not regularly subject a 
fine barrel to this kind of aload, even though 


it went to 3700 fps with a 52 grain benchrest 
bullet. 

In all that time | don’t recall ever having 
any trouble with leaks or expanded primer 
pockets. | phoned Bill Schellert and asked 
him if he remembers ever having any trouble 
with any of his .210 Dons and he replied that 
he did not recall any. Bill’s standard varmint 
hunting load was 28.0 grains of 3031. We 
both use .219 Zipper (Winchester manufac- 
ture), and turn the rims down to .474 diame- 
ter. | have also used 30-30, 25-35, and .22 
Savage Hi-Power brass without any trou- 
ble. 

All my barrels have been 24 inches long. 
My latest is a McMillan, in which | 
chronographed some loads while using our 
club’s Oehler chronograph. | was shooting 
H322, and after | reached 3700 fps | contin- 
ued upward, increasing .2 grain at a time, 
and weighing each charge. | worked my 
way up to a reading of 3871 fps at the 
screens (muzzle velocity would be a tad 
higher of course). | went outside and asked 
Art Freund to witness this. When he saw the 
reading on the chronograph he whistled, 
and said that something must be wrong 
with the instrument. | then switched to my 
pet varmint load of 28.5 grains of 3031, and 
got a reading of 3570, right about where it 
should be, so we knew that the chrono- 
graph was all right. Throughout this whole 
test session there were no signs of gas leak- 
age or primer troubles. At the end of the ses- 
sion | had to full length size my cases, and 
you sure could feel the difference in recoil as 
we increased powder charges during the 
test. 

We all know that the “fastest cartridge” 
claim for the .220 Swift is based on the fac- 
tory loading, with a 48 grain bullet. | would 


certainly bet that | could reach 4000 fps with. 


my Wasp, and 48 grain bullets. 
| certainly hope that a certain firearms 
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12818-B HEMPSTEAD HWY 
HOUSTON, TX 77092 
PHONE 1-713-895-0064 


writer and gunsmith reads this article. He 
has consistently downgraded the .219 Don, 
and neither Bill nor | have experienced any 
of the problems of which he spoke. We have 
shot thousands of Wasp rounds through 6 
different actions and about 9 different bar- 
rels. The .219 Zipper brass is, in my opinion, 
stronger than PPC brass. In the days when 
everyone was shooting a Wasp in competi- 
tion, the continual firing of heavy loads 
would eventually cause expanded primer 
pockets. 

Harry J. Ferris 

5604 Nottingham Avenue 

St. Louis, Mo. 63109 


(Editor: the writer has been an NBRSA 
member from the start, and is one of the 
founding fathers of the venerable St. Louis 
Benchrest Rifle Club. | have to urge caution 
with these loads. On the other hand ... | 
have a lot of respect for what Harry Ferris 
and Bill Schellert have for opinions on the 
Wasp. We invite more opinions on the topic 
from our readers). 


MATCH GRADE 
RAIL GUN SYSTEM 


@ Adjustable tracking, windage and 
elevation. 

@ Record and sighter target 
camming device. 

@ Price is $1,200.00 plus shipping. 


JIM MEYER 
64 Norfolk Road 
Torrington, Conn. 06790 
Phone (203) 489-8052 


SWITCH BARREL 


RIFLES 


LIGHT VARMINT - HEAVY VARMINT 
COMBINATION 


HEAVY VARMINT - HEAVY BENCH 
(CRUISER) COMBINATION 


We are also building 
hunter class rifles and 
1000 yard match rifles. 


CUSTOM RIFLES 
Rebarreling — Rechambering — 
Restocking 
261 Washington Avenue 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570 
Phone (914) 769-2627 

Send $1.00 for brochure. 


THE WIND’S VERTICAL SHIFT 


The term “conditions” to a benchrest 
shooter generally means two things: wind 
and mirage. To read conditions and make 
necessary adjustments to our hold takes a 
good deal of practice and experience. Some 
shooters will not hold, but wait for condi- 
tions to return to their original position. We 
all realize that the wind moves our bullets. It 
not only moves our bullets in the direction of 
the wind, but can also have a vertical effect 
on the target. 

The laws of physics tell us that wind- 
caused bullet deflection has to have a verti- 
cal component to the bullet’s impact shift. 
The law that tells us this is Bernoulli's law, 
which states that, “As the velocity of a fluid 
increases, the pressure in the fluid decreas- 
es.” Acommon example of this is the Ventu- 
ri effect on fluids, the nozzle on a garden 
hose being an example. Another is the airfoil 
of an airplane wing. 

The effect of this law on our bullets is that 


THE BOB PEASE 
COLLECTIONS, 


are spiral bound booklets on accuracy rifle shoot- 
ing. Written expressly to help guide you on bed- 
ding, accurizing, case preparation, neck turning, 
rifle preparation, scoping, loading and shooting 
techniques for rifle accuracy. All three Volumes 
have been revised, fully indexed and provided 
with Tables of Contents. Vol. I, Vol. II, and Vol. III 
are $6.00 each plus $1 first class postage per vol- 
ume. ALL THREE booklets together are $20 by 
FIRST CLASS mail. Bob Pease Accuracy, POB 
310787, New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787. 


ON BULLET IMPACT 


by 
Dan Lilja 


with a right-hand twist barrel, a wind from 
the left will move a bullet down, and a wind 
from the right will move a bullet up. We have 
probably all seen an example of this on one 
of our 200 yard targets on a windy day. 
Often the group will not be a horizontal line, 
but with, for example, a wind from the left, 
our group will have an angle from 10 o’clock 
to 4 o’clock. Often this is the case, as most 
ranges face north for lighting purposes, and 
quite often (especially in open country), the 
wind blows from the west, or the shooter’s 
left. 

Let’s take an example of a 6mm bullet ex- 
iting the muzzle of our right-hand fourteen 
twist barrel at 3150 RPM. The bulletis rotat- 
ing at a velocity of approximately 117 MPH. 
With a wind from the left at 90 degrees to the 
bullet’s travel, the relative velocity of the air 
over the top of the bullet is 102 MPH, and 
under the bullet the speed of the air is 132 
MPH — adifference of 30 MPH. As aresult, 
the pressure of the fluid or air is less on the 
bottom of the bullet, and according to 
Bernoulli’s law, the impact of the bullet will 
be lower on the target than if no wind was 
blowing. From this we can see that we can 
lessen this effect in several ways. An in- 
crease in muzzle velocity of the bullet would 
lessen it, as would an increase in the twist 
rate or bullet diameter. On the other hand, 
decreasing any of these factors would have 
the opposite effect, a good example being a 
22 rimfire. 

From a practical viewpoint, | have seen 
obvious condition-caused shots out of 
groups with the vertical component at all 
yardages. It is not always as noticeable at 
100 yards, but surely does exist. Very often, 
looking at a row of 200 yard targets hanging 


on the wall, we can see an inch or better 
group, maybe with none of the shots touch- 
ing, with that classic 10 to 4 o'clock angle. 
At 600 yards with a 270 Weatherby and a 
130 grain bullet from a 12 twist at 3500 fps, | 
have noticed the angle very distinctly. | have 
talked to some shooters who say that they 
just instinctively hold up or down when the 
wind picks up or lets off. This is where expe- 
rience comes into play and why we have a 
sighter on the target. 

The effect is not always seen on the tar- 
get, however. Physical features in a range 
can play with a bullet, too, and probably are 
harder to hold for. An angle change in the 
wind can also have an effect. In the example 
above, we used a wind directly from the left. 
Ahead wind will tend to lower the impact, as 
will a tail wind raise the bullet. At times, no 
doubt a combination of these things will 
tend to cancel each other or increase the ef- 
fect. 

All good shooters have developed a style 
of shooting that seems to work best for 
them. Some shoot fast, hoping conditions 
don’t change, or hold up when they do, 
shooting again when they think they have 
returned. Others pick their way through 
whatever is out there. Some go to the sight- 
er for every shot. Regardless of what our 
style is, though, we all have to hold for a shot 
now and then. When the seven minutes 
have run down to 40 seconds or our condi- 
tion won't return, or the wind changes 180 
degrees at 200 yards, we have to hold. 
Knowing what the effects of the wind will be 
on our target before we pull the trigger will 
put us in the thick of the competition more 
often. 


Sa 


NRA GUNSMITHING PROGRAM PROGRAM AT 
ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
« PISTOLSMITHING — Basic & Advanced «ACTION PREPARATION and CUSTOM CHAMBER- 
*« BASIC ENGRAVING ING 
« STOCKMAKING «GUNSMITHING MACHINE TOOL OPERATION 
«LAW ENFORCEMENT ARMORER ¢ BLUEING & POLISHING 
¢ INTERMEDIATE ENGRAVING ¢GUN REPAIR 
«COMMON MODIFICATION OF THE .45/.50 AUTO 
* CHECKERING 
«LOCK MANIPULATION & PENETRATION 
¢ FITTING & FINISHING FIBERGLASS STOCK 
FEATURED INSTRUCTORS: JERRY HART, AL HAUSER, CHET BROWN 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE AND OUR OTHER SUMMER SCHOOLS, PLEASE WRITE: 


iol Dr. Robert H. Johnston, Dean 


The ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 
A rugged, convenient, high quality benchrest. 
Take-down design. Legs unscrew for transport, 
yet amazingly solid for the most demanding appli- 
cations, from target to long range varminting. 
Heavy steel legs & bracket plates. Super rigid 10 
ply top measures 44” Lx 29” W x 33” high. 55 Lbs. 

.. $119.95 plus UPS. 


ARMOR METAL PRODUCTS 
BOX 4609, HELENA, MT 59604 


Ph: (406) 442-5560 


¢« SPECIAL ENGRAVING SEMINAR 
* MUZZLELOADING RIFLE 
CONSTRUCTION 


College of Fine and Applied Arts 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
P.O. Box 9887 

Rochester, NY 14623-0887 
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U.S. Benchrest Hall of Fame 
January 1, 1988 


Name # of points 
Alan Euber 27 
Tom Gillman 25 
Don Geraci 22 
Perry Morton 22 
Jef Fowler 17 
Lester Bruno 16 
Paul Gotschall 16 
Jim Stekl 16 
Red Cornelison 15 
Jack Deming 15 
P.J. Hart 14 
Warren Page 14 
Ferris Pindell 14 
Walt Berger 13 
Dave Hall 13 
Myles Hollister 13 
Ed Shilen 13 
Tony Boyer 11 
Gerry Masker 11 
Gary Ocock 10 
Ed Watson 10 
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BELTED-RIMMED BOLT FACE 


MATCH GRADE 6MM 
BULLETS 


by 
Brian Rubright 


@ Made in carbide dies. 

@ Your choice of boat-tail or flat base styles. 

@ Choice of bullet weights; 62.5, 65.0, or 68 
grains. 

@ $9.50 per hundred. Shipping charges will 
be invoiced. 


BRIAN RUBRIGHT 
1008 S. QUINCE ROAD 
WALNUTPORT, PA. 18088 


(215) 767-1339 


MATCH PREP 


PRIMER POCKET TOOL 


This competition-grade life- 
time carbide tool cuts pockets 
», to SAAMI specs, precise 
depth, bottom flat, for 
uniform primer seating condi- 
tions. Gontinued use keeps 
pocket clean. Specify large 
rifle or small rifle, each priced 
$20 plus $1. shipping. 
Whitetail Design & Engineer- 
ing Ltd., 9421 E. Mannsiding 
Road, Clare, Michigan 48617 


ORDER FROM 


WHITETAIL DESIGN & ENGINEERING LTD. 
Dept. PS, 9421 E. Mannsiding Rd. 
Clare, Michigan 17 
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KELBLY, INC. 


Manufacturers of - - - - 


the Stolle Panda, 
Polar, Kodiak, and 
Teddy Actions 


— fiberglass stocks 


— Kelbly scope rings 


We also provide a wide range of gun- 
smithing services, including chamber- 
ing and complete rifles. 


7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road 
No. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 
(216) 683-4674 


PRECISION SHOOTING — JANUARY, 1988 


Dear Dave, 

Maybe this epistle should be addressed 
to John Gammuto. 

In any event you will find copies herewith 
of chamber dimensions for what we call the 
.17WBB. Also there is a drawing for a broth- 
er cartridge that we call the .2OWBB, a proj- 


THE .17 W.B.B. 


ect that we now are working on. 

Our 17 was cooked up, as an idea, in 
1982. The schematics were the work of 
Hugh Henrickson, and the reamers were 
duly ordered from the Henrickson Tool 
Company. The first rifle was fired 3/18/83, 
and right from the start we had trouble with 


barrel fouling. We told our troubles to the 
Douglas Barrel people, and on their recom- 
mendation we went to stainless barrels. We 
started over again in late 1983. The barrels 
since have been excellent; one of the tar- 
gets that | am enclosing measures .442... 


Continued on next page 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk” is another man’s “Collector's 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. ORDER FROM EDITOR. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials count as 
words. Hyphenated word counts as two words. Name 
and address of advertiser is counted. Use full words 
instead of initials and abbreviations and make your 
meaning entirely clear. 

Classified type ads: no display. Rates: 15 cents per 
word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum charge is $1.50. 
Closing date for ads is the 1st of the month preceding 
publication. To illustrate: we must have your ad copy in 
hand by August 1st to make the September issue. 


WANTED: KT16 Weaver dot or 16X 
Leupold dot, in excellent condition. Call eve- 
nings (301) 848-6949. 


FOR SALE: Wichita bolt, new, fluted, 
coned, with PPC bolt face, $165.00. 36X 
Leupold scope, 3/32 dot, $200.00. New 
McMillan graphite stock, $100.00. L.E. Wil- 
son neck turner with 6mm and .22 man- 
drels, $50.00. New Remington coned bolt 
with .222 face, $130.00. 10% pound Hall 
action, complete rifle, inquire. 13/2 pound 
Hart action, complete rifle, 4 barrels, in- 
quire. Electronic wall thickness tester, in- 
quire. Raymond Brunet (504) 362-4609. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: 6PPC rail gun, 
sleeved 700 action, McMillan barrel, real 
good shooter, $900.00. Call (605) 256-6723 
after 6:00 pm, ask for Keith. 


FOR SALE: Complete sets of Rifle, and 
Handloader. Trade for Remington 40X .22 
rimfire, or handguns. Call after 7:00 pm 
CST. (417) 882-3977. 


WANTED: Polar or Panda action, 308 or 
PPC bolt. Jones threaded, neck sizing die, 
PPC. 22PPC, H.V. barrel only, 1200 rounds 
max. Sell: 10 inch Thompson center octa- 
gon barrel, 25-35 caliber, $150.00. Howard 
McNeel (814) 765-3623. 


DON GERACI WIND FLAGS 
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Proven design in use by me 
Easy to See — Easy to Read 


$75.00 COMPLETE 
$25.00 STAND ONLY 


Add $3.00 postage per flag 


Don Geraci 
4404 Duke Street 
Metairie, Louisiana 70001 
(504) 454-2623 


FOR SALE: Heavy varmint, Hart 1A action, 
Hart barrel, 317 rounds through it, McMillan 
stock, Canjar 2 oz. trigger, smithed by 
Seely. $800.00. Leupold 36X scope, mint 
condition, $200.00. Jim Soderblom (914) 
361-4146 after 6 pm. 


6mm BAHLER DIES, 6 ogive, 3 dies and 2 
bodies. Lead cutter and ejection frame. Will 
trade for B&L 24x scope, in excellent shape. 
Call after 7:00 p.m. (216) 339-2489. John 
Tylke, Rt. 4, Box 4296, New Philadelphia, 
O. 44663. 


FOR SALE: Lyman 6X hunter class scope 
with fine, approximately 1/8 minute clicks. 
$150 plus UPS. Dan Lilja, 406-826-3084. 


FOR SALE: Remington 40XBR .22BR, 20” 
SS bbl, 2 oz. trigger NIB $875. CPS .22BR 
loading tool $100. Original Remington 20X 
scope NIB $250. Bausch & Lomb 36x fine 
reticle NIB $259. Schmidt & Bender 6X42 
and 12X42 NIB $369 each. Call Bob (801) 
561-5136. 


GOIN’ FISHIN’: FOR SALE: (1) HV .22PPC 
by Pindell, Wichita mini action (#20), Hart 
barrel, Canjar trigger, FG stock, dies, brass, 
<500 rds (2) Remington 40X/XB/H2 .308 
target (3) Anshutz M54 1411D .22LR (4) 
Remington XP100 .221 Fireball BR pistol, 
Hart barrel, custom stock (5) Leupold M8- 
24XAO FCH scope. SSAE for details/prices 
or call (919) 625-6144 weekdays. Kenan, 
Box 938, Asheboro, NC 27024. 


FOR SALE: 6PPC Lite Varminter, Hall ac- 
tion, Hart barrel, Leupold 36X, Six stock, 
Jones sizer die, Wilson seater and 50 Sako 
cases. $1250.00. Bob Stasco (408) 266- 
5328. 


MY COLLECTION of benchrest rifles has 
reached the unwieldy, perhaps even the 
cumbersome stage. | have turned about 15 
benchrest rifles over to Jim Greenawalt (see 
ad this issue) to sell for me. All are fiberglass 
stocked rifles, with many of them unfired 
since being built. Most are 6PPC rifles; 
some are light varmint, most are heavy var- 
mint, with a couple of heavy bench guns in- 
cluded. Contact Jim Greenawalt for a de- 
tailed listing. The Editor. 


BACK ISSUES 


Now available — 1-3 issues $2.00, 4-11 
issues $1.50 each, 12 or more $1.00 each. 
Write James Hart, R.D. 3, Lafayette, N.Y. 
13084. Make checks payable to Precision 
Shooting. 
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Continued 


certainly not bad. . . if one takes into consid- 
eration the fact that there are 16 shots mak- 
ing up this group. 

Mike Worth, of our group, is a very fine 
gunsmith. Del Bishop is a winning benchrest 
shooter whose name appears regularly in 
PS match reports. |, the Bowerman of the 
three, am an experimenter-shooter who ad- 
judges himself lucky to be associated with 
the other two gentlemen. 

Mike Worth’s rifle is a sleeved XP-100, 
with the action glued in, and using a 24” 
Douglas barrel. His load is 23.3. grains of 
4064, with Remington 7¥2 primers and 
Hornaby bullets. A 12 power Leupold tops 
off the rig. He gets a velocity of 3963 with it, 
and you can see from the enclosed targets 
how it shoots. 

My rifle is an XP-100 based creation, bolt- 
ed into a MP1 stock, with a Canjar trigger 
and a 21” heavy fluted barrel. My load is 
24.5 grains of 4895 with Remington 72 
primers and Remington 25 grain bullets. | 
have a 10 power Leupold on top. Velocity 
with this load is 4014. | previously shot a 
load of 26.0 grains of 4320 for a while. This 
load clocked 4265, with 58ES and 31SD 
from a 24” barrel. But | found myself loosing 
cases, so| changed to the 4895 load with no 
drop-off in accuracy. 

On my last outing with my .17, ahot day in 
late June, | fired 10 rounds at rockchucks at 
varying ranges out to slightly over 300 
yards. | killed eight rockchucks with the ten 
shots. 

This gun has given me more enjoyment 
and just plain fun of any gun that I’ve owned. 
We sight them in to print a half inch high at 
100 yards and hold dead on as far as you 
can see well with 10 and 12 power 
scopes. 

Mike Worth has had a lot of calls from 
people all over the USA inquiring about the 
.17WBB. Apparently they have gotten his 
name from Hugh Henrickson. 

| personally would guess that there are 
quite a few versions of PCC case based 17 
caliber wildcats being shot today. They are 
a challenge, but it is such a satisfaction 
when you have your own wildcat work so 
successfully. 

We shot that 14 shot group only to prove 
to ourselves that we had licked the barrel 
fouling problem. 

We heartily recommend the 17 PPC to 
those who like to tinker with the unusual and 
different. If Mr. Gammuto goes ahead with 
his .17 project . . . we think he will like the re- 
sults that he gets. 

George Bowerman 
1810 Susan St. 
Longview, Washington 98632 
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On September 19th and 20th | attended 
the Ken Goodberlet Memorial Match at the 
Pine Tree range at Johnstown, New York. 
This was a very enjoyable match for me, as | 
have always considered Pine Tree to be my 
favorite range. It is one of the few ranges 
that faces north, hence there is no sun in 
your eyes at any point of the day. 

The last time that | shot at Johnstown 
was the occasion of the IBS Champion- 
ships in August of 1985. This match was 
beset with a number of problems, ranging 
from an antiquated backer system to bad 
weather and a few other curves thrown in 
for good measure. Consequently, Pine Tree 
elected not to hold any matches in 1986 or in 
the early part of 1987. 

As is usual when something of some sub- 
stance is accomplished, it wasn’t a commit- 
tee, or a group, or a company, or a commu- 
nity that brought about the return of 
benchrest matches to the Pine Tree ... 
rather it was one individual who fought the 
system, fought the range committee, and in 
general ... fought anyone who didn’t go 
along with his idea that benchrest shooting 
HAD to come back to the range where it all 
started, back in 1947.1 am of course talking 
about Charlie Clark, of Amsterdam, New 


The Labatts Manitoba Championships 
for light varmint and heavy varmint classes 
was held at the Selkirk range on August 
29th and 30th. 

Light varmint class (23 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Mel Funk .2180, 2.) James Panas 
.2182, 3.) Allan Hiebert .2290, 4.) Gerry 
Bourgault .2356, 5.) Cary Stricker .2472. 
Small group was a .129 by Vic 
Swindlehurst. At 200 yards: 1.) Peter 
Penner .3180, 2.) Allan Hiebert 3282, 3.) 
Murray Benson .3535, 4.) Wayne Miller 
.3704, 5.) Cary Stricker .4106. Small group 
was a .259 by Allan Hiebert. Grand agg: 1.) 
Allan Hiebert .2786, 2.) Peter Penner .3208, 
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PINE TREE RANGE 
REOPENS 
FOR BENCHREST 
by 
Seely Masker 


York. Charlie’s major accomplishment was 
a new backer system, which worked quite 
well at the September match. Charlie is the 
only member of the*Pine Tree club today 
that shoots competitive benchrest, and we 
all owe him a debt of gratitude for what he 
accomplished there over the past year. 
When you're the only one advocating some- 
thing . . . sometimes it gets lonely out there. 
We should all be grateful for the fact that 
Charlie can be downright stubborn at times. 

Charlie shot with us for the past year at 
Dunhams Bay, and at other major matches 
in the East. Generally speaking Charlie 
could usually be found with his nose in a 
backer system, trying to see how each club 
had theirs set up . . . and how they ran their 
matches. He must have learned something 
at those ranges. . . everyone that | talked to 
after the September match thought that it 
was a well run affair. | look forward to more 
improvements as Charlie gains experience 
and a freer hand. Hopefully 1988 will see us 
return to the old tradition of a spring and a 
fall match at the Pine Tree. 

| shot my first registered match at Johns- 
town, and to the best of my knowledge | 
have not missed a match held there since. 

All benchrest shooters, regardless where 


SELKIRK 


3.) Cary Stricker .3289, 4.) Murray Benson 
.3362, 5.) James Panas .3415. Grand agg 
winner Allan Hiebert shot a 6PPC, sleeved 
XP100 action, Lilja barrel, Leupold 36x 
scope, 26.5 grains of H322 with 63 grain 
Stricker bullets, in a rifle smithed by Simison 
and stocked by Sinclair. 

Heavy varmint class (24 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Jack Leader .2118, 2.) James 
Panas .2140, 3.) Ted Gaillard .2214, 4.) 
Blair Shabaga .2260, 5.) Ed Amundgaard 
.2280. Small group, Ted Gaillard’s .100. At 
200 yards: 1.) James Panas .2823, 2.) Mel 
Funk .2825, 3.) Rob MacLennan .2954, 4.) 
Doug Seib .3415, 5.) Wayne Miller .3541. 


Edited by Dave Brennan 


they may be located, have to come to real- 
ize that shooting ranges are today an en- 
dangered species. Complaints of noise, 
anti-firearms movements, the multiplication 
of housing near the ranges . . . they all take 
their toll, and things in this area are not going 
to get better. . . they will only get worse. We 
must help and support those few individuals 
who care enough to hold matches, often at 
the cost of personal sacrifice and a lonely, 
hard fight. 

Pine Tree is not just another range. . . it’s 
the place where organized benchrest 
shooting was started, back in 1947, by Har- 
vey Donaldson ... another individual who 
had to knock a lot of heads to get what he 
wanted. Again, fortunately for those who 
later came into benchrest, Mr. Donaldson 
was also a stubborn cuss .. . just like Mr. 
Clark, forty years later. Maybe it’s some- 
thing in the water in that vicinity .. . | don’t 
pretend to know. 

When the match was over. . . there was a 
good selection of trophies, the scores were 
posted in good time, and the weekend was 
a good and successful shoot. It was nice to 
leave Pine Tree .. . looking forward to re- 
turning to the range where it all began. 

Seely 


Small group was Ted Gaillard’s .304. Grand 
agg: 1.) James Panas .2482, 2.) Mel Funk 
.2862, 3.) Ted Gaillard .2927, 4.) Wayne 
Miller .2968, 5.) Jerry Simison .3090. Grand 
agg winner James Panas shot a 6PPC, Hall 
action, McMillan barrel, Leupold 36x scope, 
27.0 grains of Norma 201 (both agg winners 
fired relatively mild loads) with 70 grain Wat- 
son bullets in a rifle with gunsmith and 
stocker kept a deep, dark secret. 

Two gun aggregate: 1.) James Panas 
.2949, 2.) Allan Hiebert .3184, 3.) Mel Funk 
.3277, 4.) Jerry Simison .3364, 5.) Murray 
Benson .3438. 
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DUNHAMS BAY 


The Lake George club hosted its annual 
Memorial Match, contested at 100 meters, 
on Sunday, October 4th. Ordinarily this is 
one match that the editor would not miss for 
anything. But when | elected to poke a ten- 
tative, cautious nose out from under the 
blankets at 5:00 am, it was raining buckets. 
Turned on the Weather Channel, and they 
said it was snowing like a blizzard in the Al- 
bany area. Mother didn’t raise any fools. . .| 
went back to bed, hoping for a good football 
game on TV that afternoon. Some other 
friends, not quite as smart as I, started out 
going northward, and had the good sense to 
turn around and go back when they hit the 
storm... whichleft around 20 inches on the 
ground in Albany. Be all this as it may ... 
they had 17 shooters in the heavy varmint 
class, plus eight shooters in the hunter class 
at the Bay. 

In the heavy varmint class, Tom Peria Sr., 
avery rapidly improving IBS shooter, ran off 


A score match at the Sulphyr Springs 
Club on August 30th, contested at the 100 
yard distance. 

Hunter class (8 shooters): 1.) Gary Long 
250-12x, 2.) Ronald Derr 249-1 2x, 3.) Vince 
Pastorella 246-11x, 4.) Leroy Hopkins 246- 
8x, 5.) Ira Farnsworth 246-8x. 


HUNTER CLASS 

Shooter Caliber 
Long 30x45 
Derr 30x44 
Pastorella 308 
Hopkins 308 
Farnsworth 30 IHMSA 


VARMINT HUNTER 
Schuckers 22PPC 
Barlow 6PPC 
Wagner 6PPC 
Shinkle 6PPC 
Creasy 6PPC 


VARMINT FOR SCORE 

Whiteash 6PPC 
Starzinski 6PPC 
Yurchak 6PPC 
Rutkowski 6PPC 
Sabo 6PPC 
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and hid from the rest of the field, while his 
son grabbed third place. Top ten, heavy var- 
mint class: 1.) Tom Peria Sr. .2534, 2.) Tom 
Svack .3462, 3.) Tom Peria Jr. .3496, 4.) 
Myles Hollister .4038, 5.) William Sicina 
.4278, 6.) Claude Poirier .4286, 7.) Tom 
Lake .4328, 8.) Ginny Turck .4468, 9.) Ed 
Hoard .4580, 10.) Lou Turck .4746. Small 


' group also went to Tom Peria Sr. for a .136. 


Mr. Peria shot a 6PPC, Wichita action, Hart 
barrel, Leupold 36x scope, 28.0 grains of 
H322 with Euber 68 grain flat base bullets 
and Federal primers, in a rifle smithed by 
Norm Dixon and stocked by himself. 

Hunter class, 100 yards: 1.) Tom Svack 
248-7x, 2.) Ed Ziliox, Jr. 247-3x, 3.) Joe Gil- 
bert 245-6x, 4.) Daniel Caruso 244-5x, 5.) 
Joe Golba 243-6x. Agg winner Tom Svack 
shot a .308, Remington 700 action, 
Atkinson barrel, Weaver T-6 scope, 39.5 
grains of 4895 with Sierra 168 grain bullets 
and Federal primers, in a rifle smithed and 
stocked by Seely Masker. 


SULPHYR SPRINGS 


Varmint hunter class (11 shooters): 1.) 
George Schuckers 250-17x, 2.) Mike Bar- 
low 249-14x, 3.) Terry Wagner 247-11x, 4.) 
Erwin Shinkle 246-8x, 5.) Bill Creasy 245- 
9x. 

Varmint for score (33 shooters): 1.) Rich- 
ard Whiteash 250-20x, 2.) Ed Starzinski 


SULPHYR SPRINGS 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Hart 
McMillan 
Hart 
McLennan 
Atkinson 


Atkn. 
Schneider 


PARSONBURG 


A November 15th, final match of the sea- 
son at the Salisbury Gun Club, Parsonburg, 
Maryland. 

Hunter class (3 shooters): 1.) Gary Long 
249-11x, 2.) Pat Devaney 245-7x, 3.) Ira 
Farnsworth 233-1x. 

Varmint for score (11 shooters): 1.) Ira 
Farnsworth 250-16x, 2.) Ron Goseiminski 
250-12x), 3.) Ron Poisker 250-12x, 4.) Bob 
McGuigan 250-11x, 5.) Jim Fykes 249-8x. 

Hunter class winner Gary Long, of Mill- 
ville, Pa. shot a 30x47, Remington 700 ac- 
tion, MacLennan barrel, Leupold 6x scope, 
36.2 grains of 4895 with 168 grain Sierra 
bullets and 7¥2 primers, in a rifle smithed by 
Randy Fritz. Varmint for score winner Ira 
Farnsworth of Vergennes, Vermont shot a 
22 PPC, sleeved Remington action, Hart 
barrel, Premier 36x scope, 27.2 grains of 
GI322 with Remington 52 grain bullets and 
72 primers in a rifle smithed by himself. 


250-17x, 3.) Nicholas Yurchak 250-17x, 4.) 
Roger Rutkowski 250-17x, 5.) Agnes Sabo 
250-15x, 6.) Carl Lynn 250-15x, 7.) Tony 
Margelewicz 250-15x, 8.) Paul Ryan 250- 
14x, 9.) Bill Gebhardt 250-14x, 10.) Jeff Ely 
250-11x. 


Load 
37.0-H322 
37.0-4895 
41.0-4895 
43.0-748 
36.0-748 


27.0-H322 

27.0-H322 

26.5-H322 

27.0-GI322 
— H322 


27.7-H322 
27.0-322 

27.8-H322 
28.0-H322 
27.5-H322 


Bullet 

125 SG 

125 Watson 
168 Own 
150 Sierra 
168 Sierra 


52 Rem. 
62.5 Watson 
— Rubright 
70 Vince 
62.5 Fritz 


68 Rubright 
68 Ocock 
68 Custom 
62.5 Fritz 
70 Custom 
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Ascore shoot at York, Pa. on September 
20th. Other than the fact that everyone this 
side of the Penn State Marching Band fired 
a 250 in the varmint for score class, the edi- 
tor notes that Jim Zeyn was shooting a6mm 
Mole in that class. The editor is fascinated 
with the name of the wildcat, and takes his 
hat off to the individual who came up with 
that handle. You never know when or where 


VARMINT-HUNTER CLASS 


YORK 


you are going to stumble over an undiscov- 
ered talent! 

Varmint hunter class (5 shooters): 1.) Bob 
Linn 250-12x, 2.) Bill Wagman 250-12x, 3.) 
Tony Groff 249-8x, 4.) Bill Gebhardt 248-9x, 
5.) Eugene Davis 245-7x. 

Hunter class (5 shooters): 1.) Vince 
Pastorella 248-8x, 2.) Fred Reisinger 247- 
15x, 3.) Gary Long 246-7x, 4.) David Kern 


YORK 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


245-6x, 5.) Agnes Sabo 243-2x. 

Varmint for score (18 shooters): 1.) Rich- 
ard Pryor 250-22x, 2.) Bob McGuigan 250- 
20x, 3.) Ed Starzinski 250-20x, 4.) Eubert 
Burgess 250-19x, 5.) H. Buhrman 250-19x, 
6.) Richard Grosbier 250-1 9x, 7.) Zim (Mole) 
Zeyn 250-19x, 8.) Ben Druck 250-17x, 9.) 
Bert Rypkema 250-17x, 10.) Geo. 
Schuckers 250-17x. 


Load 

27.0-T322 
27.5-H322 
27.9-H322 


Gunsmith 

Hammonds 
Hammonds 
Hammonds 


Bullet 
Watson 62 
Bruno 68 
Watson 65 


Barrel 
Hart 
Wiseman 
McMillan 


Action 
Rem 
Rem 
Rem 


Shooter Cartridge 
Linn 6PPC 
Wagman 6PPC 
Groff 6PPC 


Scope 
Lyman 
Weaver 
Leupold 


HUNTER CLASS 
Pastorella 308 
Reisinger 308 
Long 30x47 


41.0-H4895 
40.0-H4895 
36.2-H4895 


Own 168 
Sierra 168 
Sierra - 


Weaver 
Weaver 
Leupold 


VARMINT FOR SCORE 

Pryor 6PPC 
McGuigan 6PPC 
Starzinski 6PPC 
Burgess 6PPC 
Buhrman 6PPC 


27.0-T322 
29.0-H322 
27.0-GI322 
27.5-H322 
28.5-GI322 


Fowler 66 Self 
Olewine 70 Pastorella 
Ocock 68 Weider 
Euber 68 Masker 
Fowler 66 Hammonds 


Premier 
Leupold 
Leupold 
Premier 
Premier 


Wiseman 
Hart 
Schneider 
Hart 

Hart 


YORK SALISBURY 


The final score match of the year was held 
at the York, Pa. range on October 18th. 

Varmint hunter class (6 shooters): 1.) K.L. 
Miller 250-18x, 2.) Bill Gebhardt 249-12x, 
3.) Tony Groff 249-7x. 

Hunter class (6 shooters): 1.) Gary Long 
249-16x, 2.) Fred Reisinger 249-10x, 3.) 
Agnes Sabo 249-9x. 

Varmint for score (17 shooters): 1.) Carl 
Lynn 250-20x, 2.) Bob McGuigan 250-18x, 
3.) Clarence Hammonds 250-15x, 4.) 
George Schuckers 250-13x, 5.) Chas. 
Pardoe 250-10x, 6.) Richard E. Pryor 250- 
8x. 

The grand agg awards for the five match- 
es at the club during 1987 had the following 
results: 

— Varmint for score: Richard Pryor 
1250-100x, Bob McGuigan 1250-89x, Dick 
Grosbier 1249-89x 

— Varmint hunter: Bob Linn 1243-49x, 
Bill Wagman 1241-58x, Bill Gebhardt 1240- 
51x. 

— Hunter: Vince Pastorella 1240-55x, 2.) 
Gary Long 1239-55x, Fred Reisinger 1238- 
56x. 
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A sparsely attended score shoot at 
Parsonburg, Maryland on October 25th. 

Hunter class (2 shooters): 1.) Rick Fykes 
220-1x, 2.) Ron Poisker 218-1x. 


Varmint for score (5 shooters): 1.) Mike 
Dellinger 227-5x, 2.) Dick Grosbier 227-4x, 
3.) Jim Fykes 221-2x, 4.) Jerry Davis 211- 
3x, 5.) Eric Fykes 211-2x. 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Ciry___ STATE. ZIP. 
(__) IBS Membership and 16 page Match Bulletin — $25/year 


( ) Associate Membership — Must live in same household as a Regular Member — 
receives no Match Bulletin — $5.00/year 


( ) Junior member — 17 and under — no Match Bulletin — $5.00/year 


Overseas Membership — Includes Match Bulletin $37.50 in US Funds for Surface Mail 
$55.00 in US Funds for Air Mail 


Life Membership — includes Match Bulletin — $300.00 in US Funds 


Club Membership $25.00 for American Continents 
$37.50 Overseas (US Funds only) 


MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, R.D. #1 Box 244A, Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Make checks payable to IBS. 


If a full subscription to PS is desired, check the box below and send an additional check for $9.00 
made out to Precision Shooting. 


| wish to receive a subscription to PS 
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1000 YARD 


BENCHREST 
CLUB 


WILLIAMSPORT 


The Original Pennsylvania 1000 Yard 
Benchrest Club, Inc. held their match #7 on 
August 23rd. From looking at the report of 
what 73 shooters managed to accomplish, 
we can only conclude that there was a bit of 
a breeze around Williamsport that day; 
small group of the day was a 11.187, anda 
16.625 won the end of day shoot off. We 
note that a 23.562 group won relay number 
one. Since these shooters fire heavy bullets, 
in the 250 grain range, with somewhere 
around a bucketfull of slow burning powder, 
and six and seven inch groups are not re- 
garded as earth-shaking. . . yep, must have 
been a bit breezy. 

Match #1.) Small group, J.J. Bradley 
(308 Norma) 23.562. High score, Ken 
Lowmiller (.308) 80. 

Match #2.) Small group, Sarah Morgan 
(.300 Winchester) 11.187. High score, How- 
ard Drake (30-378) 81. 

Match #3.) Small group, Ken Ridenour 
(30-416KR) 15.125. High score, Betty 
Lauver (.300 Winchester) 88. 

Match #4.) Small group, Rick Taylor 
(.300 Weatherby) 15.750. High score, Larry 
Mitchell (.300 Weatherby) 81. 

Match #5.) Small group, Shirley Graybill 
(.308 Super) 19.562. High score, Randy 
Yohn (7-300) 72. 

Match #6.) Small group, Wayne 
Linsenbach (.308 Baer) 12.312. High score, 
Allen Miller (.300 Winchester) 84. 

Match #7.) Small group, Paul DeWalt 
(.308 Baer) 11.656. High score, Gene 
Graybill (.308 Super) 86. 

Match #8.) Small group, Art Brandt (.308 
Baer) 13.562. High score, Lowell Amand 
(.308 Super) 85. 

Shoot off winners: Small group, Wayne 
Linsenbach - 16.625. Score winner, Gene 
Graybill - 89. 
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WILLIAMSPORT 


Match No. 8 for our 1,000 yard associ- 
ates at their Williamsport range on Septem- 
ber 6th, with 68 registered shooters. 

Match #1.) Small group. Rick Taylor (300 
Weatherby) 11.062. High score, John 
Eason (30-378) 90. 

Match #2.) Small group, David Shull 
(7mm-300) 7.875. High score, Tim 
Shackelton (7mm) 92. 

Match #3.) Small group, Earl Chronister 
(30-378) 6.437. High score, Tanya 
Ridenour (30-416 KR) 94. 

Match #4.) Small group, Stan Grube 
(7mm) 6.625. High score, Wayne Lisenbach 
(308 Baer) 97. 

Match #5.) Small group, Greg Amand 
(308 Super) 6.375. High score, Tom 
Petrazala (308 Baer) 94. 

Match #6.) Small group, Randy Weldon 
(.284 Baer) 7.687. High score, Shirley 
Graybill (308 Super) 97. 

Match #7.) Small group, Vernon Reed 
(300 Weatherby) 9.562. High score, Greg 
Peifer (7mm Remington) 96. 

In the final shoot off, Greg Amand took 
group honors with a 8.637 group, and Greg 
Peifer had a 93 to take score honors. 


WILLIAMSPORT 


Shoot number nine of the Original Penn- 
sylvania 1000 Yard Benchrest Club Inc. on 
September 20th, with 63 shooters regis- 
tered. 

Match #1.) Small group, Lowell Amand 
(.308 Super) 7.750. High score, Stan Grube 
(7mm) 94. 

Match #2.) Small group, Bruce Seiler 
(30-378) 8.500. High score, Earl Chronister 
(30-378) 96. 

Match #3.) Small group, Greg Amand 
(.308 Super) 8.031. High score, Shirley 
Graybill (.308 Super) 9.281. 

Match #4.) Small group, Wayne 
Linsenbach (.284 Baer) 8.437. High score, 
Bill Hagerman (7mm) 96. 

Match #5.) Small group, Tanya Ridenour 
(30-416KR) 8.000. High score, Art Brandt 
(.308 Baer) 94. 

Match #6.) Small group, Rick Taylor (300 
Weatherby) 10.312. High score, Ray 
Laudenslager (30-378) 95. 

Match #7.) Small group, Dick Lauver 
(300 Winchester) 8.750. High score, Rick 
Loy (300 Winchester) 92. 

In the shoot off at the end of the day, Greg 
Amand took the group honors with an offi- 
cial screamer group measuring 7.031, and 
Ray Laudenslager took the score honors 
with a 96 figure. 


WILLIAMSPORT 


September 27th was the Supershoot 
match for the Original Pennsylvania 1000 
Yard Benchrest Club, Inc., and 96 shooters 
were on the firing line. 

Match #1.) Small group, Bob Sebring 
(300 Weatherby) 9.750. High score, Vernon 
Reed (300 Weatherby) 92. 

Match #2.) Small group, Mark King 
(7mm-300) 9.062. High score, George 
Reeder (300 Winchester) 92. 

Match #3.) Small group, Bob Moriarty 
(30-378) 8.000. High score, Otto Scherneck 
(300 Weatherby) 93. 

Match #4.) Small group, Greg Amand 
(308 Super) 7.375. High score, Ken 
Laudenslager (7mm-300) 90. 

Match #5.) Small group, Richard Lauver 
(300 Winchester) 8.562. High score, Shirley 
Graybill (308 Super) 86. 

Match #6.) Small group, Bob Frey (300 
Winchester) 12.562. High score, Jim Chap- 
man (.308 Baer) 91. 

Match #7.) Small group, Tim Fronk 
(7mm) 9.562. High score, Art Brandt (308 
Baer) 82. 

Match #8.) Small group, Charles Poff (30 
CH) 10.375. High score, John Turton (7mm) 
91. 

Match #9.) Small group, Richard Burt 
(30-375) 12.250. High score, Gerri Baer 
(284 Baer) 81. 

Match #10.) Small group, Dwight Burk 
(308 Baer) 8.875. High score, Jon Smeigh 
(300 Weatherby) 85. 

In the shootoff, Dwight Burk’s 10.875 
was good enough to take the group award, 
and Gerri Baer’s 89 score was likewise 
good enough for score honors. 

The season aggregates (best 6 out of 10 
matches) had the following top twenty for 
both categories for the 1987 year: 


GROUP 
1. Greg Amand 7.953 
2. Earl Chronister 7.994 
3. Bruce Seiler 9.561 
4. Tom Petrozala 9.666 
5. Paul DeWalt 10.025 
6. Wayne Linsenbach 10.062 
7. Tanya Ridenour 10.333 
8. Bob Sebring 10.406 
9. Dave Shull 10.572 
10. Lowell Amand 10.687 
11. Greg Peifer 11.000 
12. Vern Reed 11.083 
13. Art Brandt 11.197 
14. Richard Burt 11.291 
15. Phylis Burk 11.322 
16. Shirley Ann Graybill 11.432 
17. Sarah Morgan 11.505 
18. Ken Ridenour 11.604 
19. Ray Laudenslager 11.624 
20. Bruce Baer 11.760 
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SCORE 


1. Greg Amand 94.166 
2. Bruce Seiler 93.166 
3. Earl Chronister 92.833 
4. Tom Petrozala 92.500 
5. Greg Peifer 91.166 
6. Paul DeWalt 89.666 
7. Bruce Baer 89.666 
8. Wayne Linsenbach 89.500 
9. Ken Ridenour 89.166 
10. Lowell Amand 88.500 
11. Phylis Burk 88.500 
12. Vern Reed 88.500 
13. Gene Graypbill 88.500 
14. Ken Keefer 88.333 
15. Dwight Burk 87.333 
16. Harold Rice 87.833 
17. Bob Wolfe 87.666 
18. Art Brandt 87.333 
19. Stan Grube 87.333 
20. Rick Taylor 87.333 


A well attended 37 shooter match for the 
score Classes at Factoryville on September 
27th. 

Gary Long came to the shoot with two 
hunter rifles, and proceeded to register one 
as a hunter rifle, and one as a varmint hunt- 
er. Unfortunately for Mr. Long, while shoot- 
ing a bonafide hunter gun in the varmint 
hunter class, he broke the hunter record, set 
way back in 1973, with a 250-17x. Since the 
gun was registered as a hunter-varmint rifle, 
all he gets is a card of sympathy. 

Hunter class (7 shooters): 1.) Vince 
Pastorella 245-9x, 2.) Gary Long 245-7x, 3.) 
Agnes Sabo 245-6x, 4.) Ron Derr 243-4x, 


HUNTER CLASS 

Shooter Caliber 
Pastorella 308 

Long 30x47 
Sabo 6x250 
Derr 30x44 
Farnsworth 30IHMSA 


VARMINT-HUNTER CLASS 
30x45 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6x47 


Long 
Collins 
Shinkle 
Wagner 
Fritz 


VARMINT FOR SCORE 
Borden 

Edwards 

Lynn 

Ely 

Zeyn 
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MAINVILLE 


A score match at the Mainville, Pa. club 
on September 6th. 

Hunter class (5 shooters): 1.) Ron Derr 
248-12x, 2.) Randy Fritz 248-8x, 3.) Gary 
Long 247-10x. Agg winner Ron Derr shot a 
30x44, Remington action, Hart barrel, 
Weaver scope, with a load of 37.0 grains of 
4895 and Watson 125 grain bullets in a rifle 
smithed by John Cays. 

Varmint hunter (5 shooters): 1.) Erwin 
Shinkle 248-10x, 2.) Tom Svack 247-11x, 
3.) Paul Creasy 247-7x. Agg winner Erwin 
Shinkle shot a 6 PPC, Remington action 
MacLennan barrel, Weaver scope, 27.0 
grains of H322 and Fritz 68 grain bullets ina 
rifle smithed by Randy Fritz. 

Varmint for score (27 shooters: 1.) Rich 
Whiteash 250-21x, 2.) Jeff Ely 250-21x, 3.) 
Dan Rassier 250-20x, 4.) Tom Svack 250- 


FACTORYVILLE 


5.) lra Farnsworth 242-7x. 

Varmint hunter class (8 shooters): 1.) 
Gary Long 250-17x, 2.) Dennis Collins 249- 
14x, 3.) Erwin Shinkle 249-12x, 4.) Terry 
Wagner 248-13x, 5.) Randy Fritz 246-8x. 

Varmint for score (22 shooters): 1.) 
James Borden Sr. 250-19x, 2.) Albert 
Edwards 250-19x, 3.) Carl Lynn 250-18x, 
4.) Jeff Ely 250-17x, 5.) Jim Zeyn 250-17x, 
6.) Charles Wagner 250-17x, 7.) Ira Farns- 
worth 250-16x, 8.) Bob Edwards 250-15x, 
9.) Bob McGuigan 250-14x, 10.) Tony 
Margelewicz 250-12x. 

Season aggregate, hunter class: 1.) Gary 
Long 495-21x, 2.) Vince Pastorella 492- 


FACTORYVILLE 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Scope 

Weaver 
Leupold 
Weaver 
Weaver 
Leupold 


H-S Leupold 
Hart Weaver 
McLennan Weaver 
Hart Weaver 
H-S Leupold 


Leupold 
Leupold 
Leupold 
Leupold 
Leupold 


Slv. Rem. 
Hart 

CPS 

Slv. 700 


19x, 5.) Al Whiteash 250-17x, 6.) Ira Farns- 
worth 250-14x, 7.) Dennis Fenstermaker 
250-13x, 8.) Charles Pardoe 250-12x, 9.) 
Rob McGuigan 250-12x, 10.) Ron Derr 250- 
11x, 11.) Wally Hart 250-10x, 12.) Cindy 
Waechter 250-8x, 13.) Douglas Rea 250- 
8x. Agg winner Rich Whiteash shot a 6 
PPC, unspecified action, Hart barrel, 
Leupold scope, 28.2 grains of H322 (Gl) 
with Brawand 68 grain bullets in a rifle 
smithed by Bart Wieder. 

The two junior shooters in the match did- 
n’t shoot too shabby. Paul Creasy took third 
in varmint hunter class, one point behind the 
winner, and Cindy Waechter shot a 250 in 
varmint for score, which was two points bet- 
ter than another shooter named Waechter 
in the same class. 


20x, 3.) Ron Derr 492-15x, 4.) Ira Farns- 
worth 486-14x, 5.) Agnes Sabo 475-11x. 

Season aggregate, varmint hunter class: 
1.) Gary Long 498-26x, 2.) Dennis Collins 
498-26x, 3.) Erwin Shinkle 497-20x, 4.) 
Terry Wagner 493-22x, 5.) Bill Creasy 486- 
17x. 

Season aggregate, varmint for score: 1.) 
Tony Margelewicz 500-30x, 2.) Ira Farns- 
worth 500-27x, 3.) Roger Rutkowski 499- 
33x, 4.) Jeff Ely 499-31x, 5.) Albert Edwards 
499-31x, 6.) Carl Lynn 499-30x, 7.) Bob 
Edwards 499-27x. 


Load 
41.0-H4895 
37.0-H4895 
37.5-H380 
37.5-322 
32.0-H4895 


Bullet 

Own 168 
Sierra 150 
Custom 70 
Watson 125 
Sierra 168 


37.0-H322 
27.8-H322 
27.5-GI322 
26.5-H322 
27.0-T322 


SG-125 
Rubright 65 
Fritz 68 
Fritz 68 
Fritz 68 


— GI322 

28.0-H322 
28.0-H322 
28.2-GI322 
28.5-H322 


Euber 68 
Euber 68 
Lynn 70 
Rubright 68 
Custom 70 
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LEETOWN 


The first-ever IBS Registered match in 
Leetown, West Virginia was held on Octo- 
ber 11th. This is a new range, with ten cov- 
ered concrete benches and a covered load- 
ing area behind the benches. As you will be 
able to see from the accompanying photos, 
the club house, range, and fishing lake ap- 
pear to be well done. One of the photos 
shows a gentleman with a Heineken in 
hand, so we know that the club has a bit of 
class and culture behind it. The club princi- 
pal appears to be Bob Broyles of Martins- 
burg, West Virginia . . . who tells us that he 
plans to bid for 1988 matches at the upcom- 
ing Winter Meeting. 

Varmint-for-score class (17 shooters): 1.) 
Dick Grosbier 250-19x, 2.) Ron Porsker 
250-18x, 3.) Bill Bailey 250-17x, 4.) Eubert 
Burgess 250-17x, 5.) John Eaton 250-17x, 
6.) Henry Buhrman 250-15x, 7.) Milt Cook 
250-15x, 8.) Bob Broyles 250-15x, 9.) John 
Eaton, Jr. 250-10x, 10.) John Brown Jr. 
250-10x. 


LEETOWN 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


VARMINT FOR SCORE CLASS 

Shooter Caliber Action Barrel Scope Load Bullet Gunsmith 
Grosbier 6PPC Hart Wiseman Leu. 36 28.0-322 Fowler Hammonds 
Porsker 6PPC Stolle Hart Leu. 36 — R12 Rubright Weider 
Bailey 6PPC Hart Hart Leu. 36 — 322 Euber Hammonds 
Burgess 6PPC CPS Hart Prem. 40 — 322 Euber Masker 
Eaton 6PPC Stolle Hart Lym. 30 28.0-322 DJ Self 
Buhrman 6PPC Hart Hart Prem. 40 28.5-322 Fowler Hammonds 
Cook 6PPC Slv. 40X McMillan B&L 36 27.5-322 Cook Crisman 
Broyles 6PPC Stolle Shilen Leu. 36 28.0-322 Metzger Sinclair 
Eaton 6PPC Culver Hart Leu. 30 28.0-322 DJ Eaton 
Brown 6PPC Slv. XP100 = McClennon Leu. 36 28.0-322 DJ Self 
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CAMILLUS 


Camillus will once again host a winter 
league. Scheduled match dates are: No- 
vember 22, December 6, December 20, 
January 10, January 24, February 7, Febru- 
ary 21, March 6, March 20, April 10th. All 
dates are Sundays, and starting time is 
10:30 a.m. Matches will be varmint for 
score, fired on the hunter target. The pub- 
lished rules say that any rifle or pistol, as 
well as any scope, is eligible. Those with 
questions can contact Hank Gonnella at 
(315) 474-1746. Matches are unregistered. 
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JOHNSTOWN 


The final designated match of the IBS 
world, in 1987 Benchrest Shooter of the 
Year competition, was held at the Pine Tree 
Rifle Club, Johnstown, New York on Sep- 
tember 19th and 20th. If the history of 
things, and the significance of anniversaries 
occasionally makes an impression on you 

. it was 40 years ago that organized 
benchrest shooting was started. Started at 
the Pine Tree Rifle Club, at Johnstown, New 
York to be exact. 

Light varmint class (41 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Mark Holliday .2064, 2.) Don 
Gentner .2068, 3.) Tom Horenburg .2088, 
4.) Norm Dixon .2216, 5.) Lee Euber .2226. 
At 200 yards: 1.) Don Gentner .2619, 2.) 
Dick Maretzo .2639, 3.) B. Sicina .2664, 4.) 
Bob White .2719, 5.) Gary Ocock .2760. 
Grand aggregate: 1.) Don Gentner .2343, 
2.) Bob White .2516, 3.) Gary Ocock .2520, 
4.) Allie Euber .2595, 5.) Norm Dixon .2641, 
6.) Mark Holliday .2655, 7.) B. Sicina .2759, 
8.) Tom Horenburg .2783, 9.) Ed Goff 


.2788, 10.) Dick Maretzo .2821. 

Heavy varmint class (49 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Tom Lazot .1762, 2.) Tom 
Horenburg .1938, 3.) Jim Greenwalt .1956, 
4.) Ed Goff .2150, 5.) Gerry Masker .2154. 
At 200 yards: 1.) Ed Goff .2461, 2.) Tom 
Peria Sr. .2549, 3.) Tom Peria Jr. .2566, 4.) 
Gerry Masker .2632, 5.) Bill Rowley .2717. 
Grand agg: 1.) Ed Goff .2305, 2.) Gerry 
Masker .2418, 3.) Tom Peria Jr. .2512, 4.) 
Seely Masker .2594, 5.) Lee Euber .2693, 
6.) Carl Lynn .2701, 7.) Bill Rowley .2708, 8.) 
Jim Greenawalt .2788, 9.) Marty Caratsole 
.2799, 10.) Norm Dixon .2846. 

Two gun aggregate: 1.) Ed Goff .2547, 2.) 
Don Gentner .2632, 3.) Gerry Masker 
.2638, 4.) Gary Ocock .2733, 5.) Norm 
Dixon .2743, 6.) Lee Euber .2761, 7.) Seely 
Masker .2805, 8.) Tom Horenburg .2829, 
9.) Allie Euber .2900, 10.) Bill Rowley 
.2901. 

Donaldson trophy winner, Seely Masker 
.460. Old timer winner, Bob White 4.084. 
High wall winner, Gary Ocock 3.585. 


JOHNSTOWN 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


1 D.GENTNER 


SCHNEIDER WEIDER 


UNSM 


SULPHYR SPRINGS 


A match for our score shooting brethren 
at Muncy, Pa. on October 11th. 

Hunter class (7 shooters): 1.) Agnes Sabo 
248-12x, 2.) Tom Svack 248-11x, 3.) Gary 
Long 248-10x, 4.) Mike Barlow 247-10x, 5.) 
Vince Pastorella 245-11x. Agg winner 
Agnes Sabo shot a 6/250, Remington ac- 
tion, Hart barrel, Weaver scope, 37.5 grains 
of H380 with 70 grain Custom bullets and 
Federal primers. 

Varmint hunter class (7 shooters): 1.) 
Erwin Shinkle 250-14x, 2.) Tom Svack 249- 
9x, 3.) David Davis 249-9x, 4.) Randall Fritz 
243-7x, 5.) Gary Long 241-6x. Agg winner 
Erwin Shinkle shot a 6PPC, Remington ac- 
tion, McLennan barrel, Weaver scope, 27.8 
grains of GI322 with Fritz 68 grain bullets 
and Federal primers. 

Varmint for score class (16 shooters): 1.) 
Ira Farnsworth 250-17x, 2.) James Sulzer 
250-16x, 3.) Ronald Derr 250-14x, 4.) Tom 
Svack 250-13x, 5.) Paul Ryan 250-12x, 6.) 
Carl Lynn 250-12x, 7.) David Obert 250- 
11x, 8.) Frank McKee 250-9x, 9.) Douglas 
Rea 249-8x, 10.) Nicholas Yourchak 248- 
14x. Agg winner Ira Farnsworth shot a 22 
PPC, sleeved Remington action, Hart bar- 
rel, Leupold 36x scope, 28.5 grains of 
H4895 with Hollister 52 grain bullets and 
Remington 7¥2 primers. 


OAD R P rs 


SAKO 28.2 H322 OCOCK 62 FED205M 


STOLE GENTNER LEUP 36X 
2 R.WHITE 6PPC CPS SCHNEIDER WHITE WHITE LEUP 36X SAKO 28.2 H322 BRAWAND63 FED205M 
3G. OCOCK 6PPC WICHITA SCHNEIDER WIEDER OCOCK LEUP 36X SAKO 27.5 H322 RUBRIGHT65 FED205 
4 A. EUBER 6PPC REM 600 H-S MASKER R&M LEUP 36X SAKO 27.5 T322 EUBER FB68 FED205 
5-N.DIXON 6PPC REM 4OX HART DIXON DIXON B&L 36X  SAKC 27 H322 EUBER FB68 FED205M 
6 M.HOLLIDAY 6PPC STOLE HART SINCLAIR SINCLAIR LEUF 36X SAKO 30 H322 EUBER 68 FED205™ 
7 B. SICINA 6PPC CPS HART DIXON DIXON LEU PREW36X SAKO 28 H322 EUBER FB68 FED2O5M 
8 T.HORENBURG 6PPC CPS WEISSNAM GOFF HORENBURG LEUP 36X SAKC 28 H322 EUBER 68 FED2O5™M 
jy E. GOFF 6PPC HART NCH GOFF GOFF LEUP 36X SAKO 28 H322 EUBER 68 FED2O5M 
‘O R.MARETZO ©6PPC SHYLEN HART MASKER “ASHER B&L 36X SA“%O 29.5 N201 =ZUBER BT68 FED205M 
EQUIPM SZ 


HEAVY VARMIT 100 ~- 200 YARDS 
NAME CALIBER ACTION BARREL GUMSMITH STOCKER SCOPE POWER CASE LOAD BULLET PRIMER 


i E.GOFF 6PPC HART MCM 
2G. MASKER 6PPC WICHITA HART 

3 T.PERIA JR. 6PPC WICHITA HART 

4 S.MASKER 6PPC WICHITA HART 

5 L.EUBER JR 6PPC TEDDY HART 

o C. LYNN 6PPC HART HART 

7 B. ROWLEY 6PPC HALL WISEMAN 
8 J.GREENAWALT 6PPC HALI-B HART 

9 M.CARATSOLE 6PPC HALL-B HART 

10 N. DIXON 6PPC WICHITA HART 


& 
oe 


GOFF GOFF LEUP 36X 
MASKER MASKER LEU PREM 48X 
DIXON DIXON LEUP 36X 
MASKER MASKER LEU/PRE 36X 
HOLLISTER R&M LEUP 36X 
LYNN LYNN LEUP 36X 
HEIST HART LY-SIE 36X 
GREENAWALT SELF LEUP 36X 
WIEDER WIEDER LEUP 36X 
DIXON DIXON LEUP 36X 


SAKO 28 

SAKO 26.5 
SAKO 28.0 H322 
2965 N201 
SAKO 28,0-H322 
28.0 H322 
SAKO 29.0 N201 
28.2G1322 


322 
T322 


EUBER 68 FED205M 
BRUNO 68 REM7¢ 
EUBER FB68 FED205M 
HOLLISTER68 REM7} 
EUBER BT68 FED205M 
LYNN 70 FED205M 
ZUBER FB68 FED205M 
LEVY BT 68 FED205M 
27.2 H322 EUBER FB68 FED205M 
SAKO 27.0 H322 EUBER FB68 FED205M 
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GREELEY 


A July 12th match date usually doesn’t 
turn up too much comment about bad 
weather . . . unless of course the match re- 
port comes out of Greeley, Colorado. In 
which case it will talk about 40 degree tem- 
peratures, driving wind and rain, and nearby 
roads closed due to snow, in the higher ele- 
vations. Welcome to Colorado, son... the 
end of the world will start after the third relay 
finishes the match. But only in Colorado. 

Okay, a hunter class match, with 12 
shooters, all lacking the brains to stay home 
by the fireplace. At 100 yards: 1.) Don 
Mulhall 245-5x, 2.) Charles Barber 242-6x, 
3.) Glen Harrison 242-5x. At 200 yards: 1.) 
Glen Harrison 242-4x, 2.) Erv Reigles 242- 
2x, 3.) Bill Ruth 241-3x. Grand agg: 1.) Don 
Mulhall 485-7x, 2.) Glen Harrison 484-9x, 
3.) Bill Ruth 481-1 1x. Grand agg winner Don 
Mulhall, of Longmont, Colorado shot a 30 
SP, Remington action, Schneider barrel, 
Leupold 36x scope, 36.0 grains of H322 
with SG 125 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed 
and stocked by John Ambler. 

A week later, for a light varmint, sporter 
classes match, they had 31 shooters, and 
temperatures in the nineties. Anyone who 
attended both matches, and did not get 
pneumonia, should regard it as an example 
of Divine Favor. I’ve got the sniffles just from 
writing up the match report. 

Light varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Glen 
Harrison .2578, 2.) Duane Kudlock .2662, 
3.) R.C. Sumner .2762, 4.) Pete Grisel 
.3004, 5.) Gary Lord .3154. Small group, 
Ron Best .125. At 200 yards: 1.) Pete Grisel 
.2943, 2.) Duane Kudlock .2995, 3.) Glen 
Harrison .3051, 4.) Butch Kimmell .3135, 5.) 
Charles Barber .3265. Small group, Glen 
Harrison .294. Grand agg: 1.) Glen Harrison 
.2815, 2.) Duane Kudlock .2829, 3.) Pete 
Grisel .2974, 4.) Butch Kimmell .3221, 5.) 
R.C. Sumner .3468. Grand agg winner Glen 
Harrison, of Arvada, Colorado shot a .22 
Waldog, Stolle action, Mark Chanlynn bar- 
rel, Leupold 36x scope, an unspecified 
amount of T322 powder with RCS 52 grain 
bullets, in a rifle smithed and stocked by Dan 
Dowling. 

Sporter class, 100 yards: 1.) Bill Pond 
.2196, 2.) Don Mulhall .2440, 3.) Bill 
Wilkinson .2514, 4.) John Ambler .2784, 5.) 
Glen Harrison. For small group honors we 
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had a tie between Bill Pond and Bill 
Wilkinson, each with a .165. At 200 yards: 
1.) Pete Grisel .3363, 2.) Charles Barber 
.3399, 3.) Bill Wilkinson .3568, 4.) Bill Lofink 
.3586, 5.) R.C. Sumner .3688. Small group, 
Ole Pond .357. Grand agg: 1.) Bill Wilkinson 
.3041, 2.) Don Mulhall .3167, 3.) Bill Pond 
.3216, 4.) Glen Harrison .3291, 5.) Bill Lofink 
.3422. Grand agg winner Bill Wilkinson, of 
McFadden, Wyoming shot a 6PPC, Stolle 
action, unspecified barrel, Leupold 36x 
scope, an unspecified amount of H322 with 
Watson 68 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed by 
Dan Dowling, and stocked by himself. 
Two gun agg: 1.) Glen Harrison .3053, 2.) 
Pete Grisel .3320, 3.) Duane Kudlock .3335, 
4.) Don Mulhall .3364, 5.) Bill Pond .3370. 


CODY 


Cody, Wyoming hosted its first NBRSA 
registered match on July 19th, the Wyoming 
state hunter class championships. Thirteen 
shooters made the scene. At 100 yards: 1.) 
Steve Hinkle 248-7x, 2.) Chuck Baraby 
247-5x, 3.) Nels Nelson Jr. 246-11x. At 200 
yards: 1.) Vernon Seeley 240-3x, 2.) Huck 
Hutson 238-1x, 3.) Nels Nelson Jr. 237-2x. 
Grand agg: 1.) Vernon Seeley 485-10x, 2.) 
Nels Nelson Jr. 481-13x, 3.) Huck Hutson 
483-8x. Grand agg winner Vernon Seeley, 
of Osage, Wyoming fired a 7x44, loaded in 
BR cases in a Remington 700 action, Lilja 
barrel, Weaver T6 scope, 39.0 grains of 
H4895 with 110 grain SG bullets, in a rifle 
smithed by Darnell, and stocked by himself. 


LAFAYETTE 


Twelve shooters in the hunter class at La- 
fayette, Louisiana on July 12th for a 100 
yard hunter class match. Top five were: 1.) 
Charles Braught 250-13x, 2.) Dan Gardiner 
249-9x, 3.) Weldon Laviolette 249-9x, 4.) 
Gary Vincent 249-6x, 5.) Louis Langlinais 
247-9x. Agg winner Charles Braught shot a 
.308, Remington 700 action, Wiseman bar- 
rel, Premier/Leupold 6x scope, 41.0 grains 
of H4895 with GTB 152 grain boat tail bul- 
lets in a rifle smithed and stocked by Bill 
Wiseman. 


Edited by Dave Brennan 


LAWRENCEVILLE 


It was the week after Super Shoot, when 
most shooters were still recovering from the 
Ohio trip, but a surprising 57 shooter turn- 
out was at the Brunswick, Virginia club for 
their light varmint - heavy varmint classes 
match on May 30-31st. We do not have the 
yardage winners, so you will have to settle 
for the grand aggs and the two gun results. 

Light varmint, grand agg: 1.) Ogden Black 
.2791, 2.) Ed Watson .3248, 3.) Ted Man- 
ning .3588, 4.) Ed Pennebaker .3601, 5.) 
Tom Van Landingham .3646. Small group 
at 100 yards was a .115 by Ed Watson; 
Lewis Dawkins took the 200 yard honors 
with a .295. 

Heavy varmint, grand agg: 1.) Ed Watson 
.2556, 2.) Ted Manning .2645, 3.) Smiley 
Hensley .2984, 4.) Ron Beck .3229, 5.) 
Ogden Black .3265. Small group at 100 
yards was a .125 by Ted Manning; Lewis 
Dawkins took the 200 yard award again, 
this time with a .327. 

Two gun aggregate: 1.) Ed Watson 
.2902, 2.) Ogden Black .3028, 3.) Ted Man- 
ning .3117, 4.) Smiley Hensley .3524, 5.) 
Dick Nott .3564. Mr. Watson shot a 6PPC, 
sleeved XP100 action, Hart barrels, Lyman- 
Siebert 30x scope, 27.0 grains of T322 
powder with his own 68 grain bullets. The 
gun was stocked by Kenny Jarrett; the light 
varmint barrel was smithed by Broughton, 
and the heavy varmint barrel was smithed 
by Hasecuster. 


REEDS RUN 


Eleven of the Reeds Run regulars ap- 
peared at the Ohio range for an unlimited 
class match on July 11th and 12th. At 100 
yards: 1.) Ken Gilbert .2716, 2.) Bill Dryfield 
.3096, 3.) Ron Keim .3254. Small group, Bill 
Dryfield .194. At 200 yards: 1.) Bill Dryfield 
.3171, 2.) Ken Gilbert .3694, 3.) George 
Kelbly Sr. .3968. Small group, Bill Dryfield 
.505. Grand agg: 1.) Bill Dryfield .3133, 2.) 
Ken Gilbert .3205, 3.) Charles Dalessandro 
.3929. Grand agg winner Bill Dryfield, of 
Ford City, Pennsylvania shot a 6PPC, Cul- 
ver action, Shilen barrel, Unertl 36x scope, 
an unspecified load of powder in front of 
Keim 68 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed by 
Creighton. 
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MASON CITY 


A mixed-bag weekend at Mason City, 
lowa . . . five shooters for the sporter class 
match, and ten shooters for the accompa- 
nying hunter class match. 

In the five shooter sporter class, Ralph 
Judd took the 100 yard stage with a .2522 
agg, Dwight Fitzsimmons took the 200 yard 
stage with a .2996 agg, and the grand ag- 
gregate was: 1.) Dwight Fitzsimmons 
.2933, 2.) Ralph Judd .3029, 3.) R.G. 
Robinett .3962. 

Hunter class, 100 yards: 1.) Terry Meyer 
249-13x, 2.) Mike Prokosch 248-11x, 3.) 
Randy Robinett 248-8x. At 200 yards: 1.) 
Ralph Judd 247-4x, 2.) Mike Prokosch 241- 
3x, 3.) Terry Meyer 240-2x. Grand agg: 1.) 
Ralph Judd 492-11x, 2.) Terry Meyer 489- 
15x, 3.) Mike Prokosch 489-14x. Grand agg 
winner Ralph Judd, of Eagan, Minnesota 
shot a 6 BRL(?), Remington 700 action, 
JBC barrel, Lyman 6x scope, 34.5 grains of 
H320 powder with 68 grain JBC bullets, ina 
rifle smithed by Don Judd, and stocked by 
Sinclair. 


LUTHER 


The Okie Shooters hosted 22 shooters 
on May 9th for the Mid-Continent light var- 
mint regional championships. J.T. Powell, 
of Meade, Kansas carried off the win, after 
several years absence in the winner’s circle. 
At 100 yards: 1.) Larry Engelbrecht .2472, 
2.) J.T. Powell .2602, 3.) Paul Morgan 
.3146. Small group, Larry Engelbrecht .174. 
At 200 yards: 1.) Rex Reneau .3462, 2.) J.T. 
Powell .3577, 3.) Jim Farley .4549. Small 
group, J.T. Powell, .433. Grand agg: 1.) J.T. 
Powell .3090, 2.) Rex Reneau .3535, 3.) 
Larry Engelbrecht .3746, 4.) Jim Farley 
.4149. Grand agg winner J.T. Powell shot a 
6PPC, Stolle action, Hart barrel, Lyman- 
Siebert 30x scope, 27.0 grains of T322 with 
RCS 68 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed by 
John Ambler, and stocked by Rex Reneau. 


GREELEY 


The Northern Colorado Benchrest 
Shooters, at their High Plains Shooting 
Range, hosted thirteen shooters for a hunt- 
er class match on August 9th. At 100 yards: 
1.) Tom Richards 248-8x, 2.) Bill Ruth 247- 
12x, 3.) Glen Harrison 246-11x. At 200 
yards: 1.) Glen Harrison 242-2x, 2.) Tom 
Richards 241-4x, 3.) Bill Ruth 239-4x. 
Grand agg: 1.) Tom Richards 489-12x, 2.) 
Glen Harrison 488-13x, 3.) Bill Ruth 486- 
16x. Grand agg winner Tom Richards, of 
Longmont, Colorado shot a 30 SP, Reming- 
ton action, Hart barrel, Weaver 6x scope, 
36.0 grains of H322 with 125 SG bullets ina 
rifle smithed and stocked by John Ambler. 
Since this was the first time that Mr. Rich- 
ards had ever fired hunter class . . . it was 
not a bad day’s work. 


PORCUPINE 


There was a 100-200-300 yard heavy 
varmint class match at the Porcupine range 
on August 8th and 9th, with a disappointing 
turnout of 12 shooters. Bill Pond shot a .22 
Waldog at 100 and 200 yards, and a 6PPC 
at 300 yards to take the big trophy. At 100 
yards: 1.) Don Mulhall .2320, 2.) Bill Pond 
.2540, 3.) Pete Grisel .2900. Small group, 
Don Mulhall .159. At 200 yards: 1.) Bill Pond 
.3390, 2.) Duane Kudlock .4130, 3.) Pete 
Grisel .4271. Small group, Don Mulhall .415. 
At 300 yards: 1.) Bill Pond .4243, 2.) Mel 
Klasi .4243, 3.) Pete Grisel .4621. Small 
group, Pete Grisel .536. Grand agg: 1.) Bill 
Pond .3391, 2.) Pete Grisel .3931, 3.) Duane 
Kudlock .4196. Grand agg winner Bill Pond, 
of Rapid City, South Dakota shot (at 100- 
200 yards) a .22 Waldog, 40X BR action, 
Atkinson barrel, Leupold-Siebert 30x 
scope, 24.5 grains of H322 with Wirthlin 52 
grain bullets in a rifle smithed and stocked 
by Dan Dowling. At 300 yards a 6PPC 
Schneider barrel went on to the same gun, 
shooting 27.5 grains of H322 with 68 grain 
Wirthlin bullets. 


SHERWOOD 


Sixteen hunter class shooters at Sher- 
wood, Oregon (13 miles south of Portland, 
Oregon, on Route #5) on August 9th for a 
windy, closely contested match. At 100 
yards: 1.) Bob Miller 249-7x, 2.) Ted White- 
hall 248-9x, 3.) Rich Wiehrot 247-12x, 4.) 
Verne Johnson 247-9x. At 200 yards: 1.) 
Steve Kostanich 245-1x, 2.) Gar McDonald 
243-3x, 3.) Gene Harless 241-3x, 4.) Ted 
Whitehall 239-4x. Grand agg: 1.) Ted 
Whitehall 487-13x, 2.) Tony Seneca 486- 
9x, 3.) Gene Harless 485-10x, 4.) Bob Miller 
484-8x. Grand agg winner Ted Whitehall, of 
Entiat, Washington shot a .308, Remington 
700 action, McMillan barrel, Weaver 6x 
scope, 45.0 grains of H4895 with 135 grain 
GTB flat base bullets, in a rifle smithed and 
stocked by Don Feltman. 


SAN ANGELO 


A 100 yard hunter class match at San 
Angelo, Texas on July 19th, with five shoot- 
ers on hand. Top five were: 1.) David Bos- 
well 250-14x, 2. Al Elliott 248-11x, 3.) Lee 
Cullins 243-10x, 4.) Jerry Pennington 234- 
4x, 5.) Ron Allard 220-5x. Agg winner David 
Boswell, of San Angelo, Texas shot a .308, 
Remington 700 action, McMillan barrel, 
Weaver KT6 scope, an unspecified amount 
of H380 powder with Sierra 168 grain bul- 
lets, in a rifle smithed by Eddie Williams and 
stocked by himself. 
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LEFT THE RANGE 


THOMAS S. HEXUM, 43, died of cancer on Monday, November 2 at his Maplewood, MN home. 


Tom enjoyed hunting, hiking, photography and had become an accomplished benchrest shooter. Tom 
started shooting competitive benchrest in 1978 and won numerous state and regional championships 
during his short career. He competed nationally and was the 1987 NBRSA 100 Yard Heavy Varmint 
National Champion. Tom was the director for the North Central region of the NBRSA during the past 
two years. 


Hexum, a native of Duluth, MN, graduated from the University of Minnesota-Duluth in 1966 and began 
teaching in St. Paul later that year. He was an administrative assistant assigned to handle disciplinary 


problems for a few years in the early 1970s, but later returned to teaching. 


Tom devoted spare time to his students and often took inner-city children on camping trips to the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. 


Tom belonged to the Minnetonka Game & Fish Club where he helped to operate and actively partici- 
pated in benchrest matches. Tom was a quiet, gentle man who gave much to our sport. 


(Mike Prokosch) 


— WE ARE DIMINISHED — 
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NBRSA MATCH SCHEDULE 


EASTERN REGION 


WARM-UP MATCHES WILL BE USED AT ALL RANGES Ex- 
CEPT LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA. 


CHIPPEWA COUNTY SHOOTING ASSOCIATION, Sault 
Sainte Marie, Michigan. Contact: Joseph Haller, Rt. 1,Box 117, 
Nicolet Road, Sault Sainte Marie, MI 49783. 


CHIPPEWA RIFLE CLUB, Easton, Ohio. Contact: Nelson 
Berger, 11374 Mt. Eaton Road, Marshallville, OH 44645. (216) 
855-3661. 


CRUMLIN SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Contact: Jim 
Fedorowich, 101B Wellesley Crest, London, Ontario N5U 1J6. 
(519) 453-4286. 


FAIRCHANCE GUN CLUB, Smithfield, Pennsylvania. Contact: 
Roye Leckemby, Rt. 2, Box 21, Smithfield, PA 15478. (412) 
569-7973. 


FAIRFIELD SPORTSMAN’S CLUB, Fairfield, Ohio. Jay Fouts, 
1191 Dale Road, Hamilton, OH 45013. (513) 867-9896. 


HOLTON GUN AND BOW CLUB, Holton, Michigan. Contact: 
Theodore Geldaker, Jr., 3369 Waalkes Street, Muskegon Hts., 
MI 49444. (616) 733-2422. 


KANE FISH AND GAME CLUB, Kane, Pennsylvania. Contact: 
Dick Lockwood, Box 112, Kane, PA 16735. (814) 837-6216. 


KELBLY’S RIFLE RANGE, Marshaliville, Ohio. Contact: 
George Kelbly, 7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road, North Lawrence, 
OH 44666. (216) 683-4674. 


MACKINAC STRAITS SHOOTERS, St. Ignace, Michigan. Con- 
tact: Bill Hill, 11 South Boundary Road, St. Ignace, Ml 
49781. 


McKINLEY B.R. SHOOTERS, Canton, Ohio. Contact: Harvey 
LaChat, 12085 Wooster Street, N.W., Massillon, OH 44646. 


REED’S RUN RIFLE CLUB, Augusta, Ohio. Contact: Leora 
Demeter, 1907 Franklin Place, N.W., Canton, OH 44709. (216) 
492-7986. 


SHELBY COUNTY DEER HUNTERS ASSOCIATION, Contact: 
James Boettcher, 11 Piqua Circle, Enon, Ohio 45323. (513) 
864-1405. 


GULF COAST REGION 


AUSTIN RIFLE CLUB, Austin, Texas. Contact: Frank Wilson, 
4904 Rollingwood St., Austin, TX 78746. 


BATON ROUGE RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Baton Rouge, Louisi- 
ana. Contact: Jimmie Broussard, 11785 Foster Rd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70811. (504) 774-7953. 


CENTRAL TEXAS BENCHREST SHOOTERS, INC., New 
Braunfels, Texas. Contact: George Belcher, 318 Gabe Dr., 
Kerrville, TX 78028. (512) 367-5658 


COMANCHE SPRINGS RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Fort Stockton, 
Texas. Contact: Charley Mcintyre, Box 1413, Fort Stockton, 
TX 79735. 


CORPUS CHRISTI RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, P.O. Box 7117, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78415. 


HUB CITY RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Lafayette, Louisiana. Con- 
tact: Louis Langlinais, 932 Hugh Wallis Rd., Lafayette, LA 
70501. (318) 235-8978. 


MENARD GUN CLUB, Menard, Texas. Contact: Wayne Davis, 
Box 352, Menard, TX 76859. (915) 396-2539. 


MIDLAND SHOOTERS, INC., Midland, Texas. Contact: Gary 
Sandlin, 1804 N. ‘I’ St., Midland, TX 79705. (915) 684-5128 


NAVARRO GUN CLUB, P.O. Box 488, Corsicana, TX 75110 


ORANGE GUN CLUB, c/o D. L. Broussard, P.O. Box 95, 
Orangefield, TX 77639. 


PEARLAND SPORTSMAN CLUB, P.O. Box 1127, League City, 
TX 77573. 


SAN ANGELO GUN CLUB, San Angelo, Texas. Contact: Billy 
A. Curl, 3610 Millbrook Drive, San Angelo, TX 76904. 


SEYMOUR GUN CLUB, Seymour, Texas. Contact: Scott Hunt- 
er, Jr., 1612 Buchanan St., Wichita Falls, TX 76309. (817) 723- 
5147. 


SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. Contact: James Neal, 1203 California St., 
Lake Charles, LA 70605. (318) 477-6440. 


SHOOTERS SUPPLY CO. & RANGE, Seguin, Texas. Contact: 
James Tschoepe, 756 Burges St., Seguin, TX 78155. (512) 
379-5956. 


TIGER ISLAND GUN CLUB, P.O. Box 2106, Morgan City, LA 
70381. 


TOMBALL GUN CLUB, Houston, Texas. Contact: Mike 
Scheltz, 12710 New Kentucky Rd., Cypress, TX 77429, (713) 
469-4082. 

Note: There will be no warmup matches except for Hunter Rifle 
Competition. Unless otherwise noted the first match of the day 
and/or a range or class change will be ten (10) minutes for var- 
mint matches and fifteen (15) minutes for unlimited matches. 
(New rule change) 
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MID-CONTINENT REGION 


REGION POLICY: UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, NO 
WARMUP MATCHES FOR MID-CONTINENT REGION. 


COLORADO BENCHREST SHOOTERS, INC., Morrison, Colo- 
rado. Contact Dan Dowling, 10919 W. 59th Place, Arvada, CO 
80004. (303) 422-6884. 


KANSAS CITY MILL CREEK RIFLE CLUB, Desota, Kansas. 
Contact: Larry Kuse, 8112 W. 89th Street, Overland, Park, KS 
366212. (913) 649-7344. 


NORTHERN COLORADO BENCHREST SHOOTERS. Contact: 
Don Mulhall, 2334 Collyer Street, Longmont, Colorado 80501. 


OKIE SHOOTERS, Edmond, Oklahoma. Contact: Rex Reneau, 
7409 N.W. 28 Terr., Bethany, OK 73008. (405) 787-8529. 


SANDHILL RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Great Bend, Kansas. 
Contact: Steve Ochs, 3023 17th, Great Bend, KS 67530. (316) 
792-2245. 


SPRINGFIELD RIFLE CLUB, Springfield, Missouri. Contact: 
Mike Bishop, 409 South Avenue, Springfield, MO 65806. (417) 
865-5790. 


TULSA BENCHREST CLUB, Skiatook, Oklahoma. Contact: 
Wayne Blackketter, 7811 E. 2nd Street, Tulsa, OK 74112. 
(918) 835-5195. 


WELD COUNTY FISH AND WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Greeley, Colorado. Contact John Ambler, 2025 Cheshire 
Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80526. (303) 226-5217. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY REGION 


B & R GUN CLUB, Westfield, Indiana. Contact: Bill Gwin, 2302 
State Road 38 East, Westfield, IN 46074. (317) 877-3108. 
All matches will start at 9:00 a.m. Warm up matches WILL BE 
fired. 

BEESON’S RIFLE RANGE, Etna Green, Indiana. Contact: Jon 
Leu, 860 US Hwy 30 East, #10, New Haven, IN 46774. (219) 
749-9810. 


BENCHREST RIFLE CLUB OF ST. LOUIS, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Contact: Rich Griffin, 54 Dawn Ridge Dr., Hazelwood, MO 
63042. (314) 731-8130. 


EGYPTIAN RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Carbondale, Illinois. 
Contact: Marvin Voss, RR 1, Dedr Lane 15, Carbondale, Illinois 
62901. 


NORTHEAST REGION 


CAMILLUS SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Camillus, New York. Con- 
tact: Hank L. Gonnella Sr., 420 Hawley Avenue, Syracuse, NY 
13203. (315) 474-1746. 


NORTH CENTRAL REGION 


Regional Policy: All clubs will use the 7 minute warm-up unless 
stated in their schedule. 


BUFFALO RIFLE CLUB, Contact: Larry Mosebar, PO Box 384, 
Story, WY 82842. 


CEDAR RAPIDS BENCHREST CLUB, Contact: Ed Kvarda, 
2406 Ellis Blvd. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405. (319) 396-0017. 


CODY SHOOTING COMPLEX, Contact: Huck Hutson, Box 
999, Red Lodge, Montana 59068. (406) 446-2045. 


COUNCIL BLUFFS RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Contact: Rob- 
ert Dodd, 8230 Wilson Drive, Ralston, NE 68127. (402) 331- 
9529. 


MINNETONKA GAME AND FISH CLUB, Contact: Don Judd, 
645 20th Ave. NW, New Brighton, MN 55112. (612) 633-6799. 


OAK HILLS GUN CLUB, Contact: Jim Bounds, 3802 26 Street, 
Moline, IL 61265. (309) 762-1732. 


PRAIRIE DOG TARGET CLUB, Contact: Don Deckert, RR, 
Porcupine, SD 57772. (605) 288-1919. 


RIVER CITY RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Contact: Terry Meyer, 
RR1, Box 50, Thornton, IA 50479. (515) 998-2860. 


WILTON RIFLE CLUB, Contact: Dennis Shepard, 12 Debbie 
Ave., Muscatine, IA 52761. (319) 264-3909. 


NORTHWEST REGION 


ENTIAT BENCH REST CLUB, #2 Canyon, Wenatchee, Wash- 
ington. Contact: Ted Whitehall, Box 5694, Dinkieman Canyon 
Road, Entiat, WA 98222. All matches start at 8:00 am. 


LaGRANDE RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, LaGrande, Oregon. 
Contact: Greg Vergari, Rt. #4, Box 4411, LaGrande, Oregon 
97850. (503) 963-0529. 


NAMAKA BENCHREST SHOOTERS CLUB, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. Contact: Al Mirdoch, Box 3070, Station B, Calgary, Al- 
berta, Canada T2M-4L6. (403) 242-5679. 


PRICKLY PEAR SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION, Helena, 
Montana. Contact: Lee Andrews, 401 S. California St., Helena 
Montana 59604. (406) 442-9813. 


PUGET SOUND BENCHREST RIFLE CLUB, Issaquah, Wash- 
ington. Contact: John Alexander, P.O. Box 309, Randle, Wash- 
ington 98377. (206) 672-2435. All matches start at 9:00 am. 


SNOW SHOE GUN CLUB, Kenai, Alaska. Contact: Steve 
Meyer, P.O. Box 125, Kenai, Alaska 99611. 


TRI-COUNTY GUN CLUB, Sherwood, Oregon. Contact: Larry 
Schwantes, 5160 S.W. Custer St., Portland, Oregon 97219. 
(503) 244-9680. Warm Up Matches will be fired in all events. 
Sign Up at 8:30 a.m. Shoot at 9:00 a.m. 


WESTERN MONTANA FISH AND GAME ASSOCIATION, Mis- 
soula, Montana. Contact: Bill Cote, 3314 Paxson, Missoula, 
Montana 59801. (406) 549-4719. All matches start at 9:00 
a.m., Registration at 8:30 a.m. 


SOUTHEASTERN REGION 


3 MINUTE SIGHT-IN PERIOD AT ALL MATCHES / EVERY- 
ONE “ON PAPER” BEFORE RECORD TARGET IS FIRED! 


ALLEGHANY COUNTY RIFLE ASSOC., Sparta, North Caroli- 
na. Contact: Charles Joines, Box 306, Sparta, N.C. 28675. 
(919) 372-4847. 


BRUNSWICK GUN CLUB, Lawrenceville, Virginia. Contact: 
John King, 111 Brook Ave., South Hill, Va. 23970. 


BUCCANEER GUN CLUB, Wilmington, North Carolina. Con- 
tact: Don Sloop, 3306 Bragg Dr., Wilmington, N.C. 28403. 
(919) 799-4627. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA BENCHREST CLUB, Melbourne, Florida. 
Contact: James Hare, 5700 Palm Drive, Ft.Pierce, Fl. 33702. 
(305) 465-8782. 


FAYETTE COUNTY GUN CLUB, Fayette, Alabama. Contact: 
Charles Lahay, 131-14th Ct. N.W., Fayette, Al. 35555. (205) 
932-3684. 


GALLATIN GUN CLUB, Gallatin, Tennessee. Contact: Murray 
Anderson, 1109 57th Ave. N., Nashville, Tn. 37209. (615) 383- 
7529. 


GREENVILLE GUN CLUB, Greenville, South Carolina. Con- 
tact: Skip Peden, Route #8, Box 187, Piedmont, South Caroli- 
na 29673. (803) 845-7065. 


IZAAK WALTON BENCHREST CLUB, Midlothian, Virginia. Rt. 
5, 300 Manakin Road, Midlothian, Va. 23113. 


KETTLEFOOT ROD & GUN CLUB, Bristol, Tennessee. Con- 
tact: Claude Smith, 96 Cox Road, Bristol, Tn. 24201. (703) 669- 
6594. 


LONG CREEK RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Charlotte, North Caroli- 
na. Contact: Larry Earp, 1029 Byrum St., Charlotte, N.C. 
28216. (704) 399-1793. 


MEMPHIS R & R ASSOC. INC., Memphis, Tennessee. Contact: 
George M. Busby, 3887 St. Elmo, Memphis, Tn. 38128. (901) 
372-1728. 


MID-CAROLINA RIFLE CLUB, Columbia, South Carolina. Con- 
tact: Jerry Shelton, 217 Cedar Vale Rd., Lexington, S.C. 
29072. (803) 356-3047. 


RIVER BEND GUN CLUB, Norcross, Georgia. Contact: Joe 
Carlisle, 31 Gwinnett Dr./Apt. 5, Lawrenceville, Ga. 30245. 
(404) 962-4687. 


ROANOKE R & R CLUB, Roanoke, Virginia. Contact: Ted Man- 
ning, R.D. 4, Box 416B, Salem, Va. 24153. (703) 362-8046. 


TWIN CITY R & P CLUB, Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina. 236 
Old Farm Road, Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 27870. 


VOLUNTEER RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Contact: Nick Young, P.O. Box 31059, Knoxville, Tn. 37930. 


WATAUGA GUN CLUB, Boone, North Carolina. Contact: Larry 
Isenhour, Rt. 1, Box 284A, Zionville, N.C. 28698. (704) 297- 
3963. 


WYOMING ANTELOPE CLUB, Pinellas Park, Florida. Contact: 
John Jessip, 10900 Roosevelt Bivd., No., St. Petersburg, Fl. 
33702. (813) 576-6675. 


SOUTHWEST REGION 


ARIZONA BENCHREST SHOOTERS, Phoenix, Arizona. Con- 
tact: Nancy Miller, 7221 W. Angela, Peoria, Arizona 85345. 
(602) 979-5764. 

Jan. 9 — AZ State 100 yd., Spt., L.V., H.V. 

Jan. 10 — AZ State 200 yd., H.V., L.V., Spt. 

Feb. 6 — L.V. 

Feb. 7 — H.V. 

March 5 — Cactus 100 yd., L.V., H.V. 

March 6 — Cactus 200 yd., H.V., L.V. 

April 9 — S.W. Regional Unltd. - 10 shot 

April 10 — AZ State Unitd. - 10 shot 

First match of each day or yardage change will have 3 minutes 
added to it instead of a warm up match. 
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CALIFORNIA BENCHREST SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION, Vi- 
salia, California. Contact: Dennis Thornbury, 1114 S. McAuliff 
Road, Visalia, CA 93277. (209) 732-4401. 

Bench rotation will be in effect at all matches in Visalia. Rotation 
will be made at the change of yardage or change of class. All 
matches other than State or Regional Championships will be 
shot at 100 & 200 yds. on Saturday and 200 & 100 yds. on Sun- 
day. State and Regional Championships will be shot at 100 & 
200 yds. each day. 

CARSON RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Carson City, Nevada. 
Contact: Dick Cundiff, 2549 Sneddon Way, Carson City, Ne- 
vada 89701. (702) 882-9115. 

DESERT SPORTSMAN’S RIFLE AND PISTOL CLUB, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Contact: Alan Ashby, 605 Salem Drive, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89107. (702) 870-1701. 

SOUTHERN UTAH BENCHREST ASSOCIATION, St. George, 
Utah. Contact: Rick Adams, 24 E. 750 South Street, St. 
George, Utah 84770. 


INTERNATIONAL 


A.F.T.B.R. Contact: Jean Jacques Cristau, 13 Rue Des 
Bleuets, 78650 Beynes, France. 

BENCH REST DOLOMITI, Contact: Toni Negri, Via Alemagna, 
1, 39034 Dobbiaco (BZ), Italy. 

B.B.R.S.A. Contact: Neil Jones, 48 Stafford Lane, Hednesford, 
Staffordshire, England. 

DBRV. Contact: Peter Hammerich, Heimsttenstr-30, 8000 
Munchen 40 West Germany. 


ST. LOUIS 


Twenty eight shooters at St. Louis, Mis- 
souri on August 15th and 16th for a heavy 
varmint and sporter classes match. 

Sporter class, 100 yards: 1.) Larry 
Scharnhorst .2184, 2.) Linc Welser .2428, 
3.) Ken Rossing .2692, 4.) B. Schellert 
.2740, 5.) G. Forys .2788. Small group was 
an official screamer .093 by Larry Scharn- 
horst. At 200 yards: 1.) Linc Welser .2851, 
2.) Ron Hoehn .3031, 3.) J. Tompkins 
.3056, 4.) Bud Mundy .3074, 5.) Ken 
Rossing .3180. Small group, Bud Mundy 
.372. Grand agg: 1.) Linc Welser .2640, 2.) 
Larry Scharnhorst .2730, 3.) Ken Rossing 
.2936, 4.) G. Forys .2986, 5.) Ron Hoehn 
.3044. Grand agg winner Linc Welser, of St. 
Clair, Missouri shot a 6PPC, sleeved XP100 
action, Hart barrel, Leupold 24x scope, 28.0 
grains of H322 with 68 grain Berger bullets, 


in a rifle smithed and stocked by Larry 
Smart. 

Heavy varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Don 
Creach .2192, 2.) Brad Rosenthal .2206, 3.) 
B. Downey .2410, 4.) G. Forys .2468, 5.) S. 
Krohn .2496. Small group, a .111 by Bobby 
Love. At 200 yards: 1.) Bud Mundy .3265, 
2.) C. Scotts .3372, 3.) Larry Scharnhorst 
.3384, 4.) Larry Smart .3384, 5.) J. Knox 
.3473. Small group, a .386 by Linc Welser. 
Note that no shooter was able to make top 
five at both distances. Grand agg: 1.) Don 
Creach .2957, 2.) Bill Downey .3053, 3.) 
Bud Mundy .3089, 4.) Bill Schellert .3093, 
5.) G. Forys .3094. Grand agg winner Don 
Creach, of Kansas City, Missouri shot a 
6PPC, Hall B action, H-S Precision barrel, 
B&L 36x scope, 27.0 grains of T322 with his 
own 68 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed by 
Webb and stocked by McMillan. 


1987 NATIONALS GROUP PHOTO 


Dear Dave: 

Enclosed is a group photograph of the 
Shooters at the NBRSA Nationals. Photo 
taken Saturday at Charlotte, N.C. | willsend 
one to anyone who orders a photo from me 
by remitting Five dollars plus one for post- 
age and handling. 

Acomment on Precision Shooting Maga- 
zine. | started to get my (two) cents worth in 
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at Charlotte, but changed my mind because 
of the heat. | agree with you on the way you 
edit and write your editorials. | enjoy very 
much your remarks and satire. | think most 
shooters agree with me, that you are doing 
a first class job. KEEP IT UP! 

| figure advertising does not bring in much 
revenue, but damn it if the clubs would only 


take advantage of the magazine and adver- 
tise their matches, maybe they would get a 
big surprise at the additional shooters who 
would attend their shoots. 
| did at Fairchance Gun Club. 
Roye P. Leckemby 
Route #2, Box 21 
Smithfield, Pa. 15478 
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Heavy Varmint Grand Aggregate Top Ten Equiment List 
name caliber action barrel gunsmith stocker scope power case load bullet primer 
Rowley 6ppc Hall Wiseman ‘Hart Hart Ly/Sie  36X Sako ¢8.0g H322 Euber 68g FB Fed 
Johnson 6ppc Hall Schneider Sinclair Sinclair Leu/Sei 45x Sako 29.0g H3e2 Keim 7 We 
Kein 6RR Stolle Shilen Kelbly Bucht el Ly/Seib 30x Rem 31.09 61322 Keim 68g 205 
Hottenstein 6ppe Stolle Atkinson Sinclair Sinclair Bel 36x Sako 28.0g H32e Self 689 BT Fed 
Boop Bppe Hall Hart Pindell Leupold 36X Sako 27.0g H322 Euber 68g Fed 
Scott 6ppc Hall McClennan Sinclair Sinclair Sei/Leu 45% Sako 27.59 H322 Kein 66g FB 205 
Buchtel 23/45 Stolle Shilen Kelbly Self BaL 36% Fed 26.0g H3e2 Berger Fed 
Corder ae 600slv Hart Schultz Shilen Lyman 25x R-P = 25.09 H335 Culver S2g Fed 
Lockhart = 6rnec Stolle Hart Kelbly Self Lyman 30K Sako 26.0g H4895 Keim 68g FB Win 
Shultz EMM XP100 Hart Self Gilkerson Lyman  30X fmer 30.0g 4895 BT 70g 

HBRSA Pennsylvania State Unlimited Championships, Fairchance Gun Club, Smithfield Pennsylvania 06/27/87 to 06/28/87 

Unlimited Grand Aggregate Top Ten Equiment List 
name caliber action barrel gunsmith stocker scope power case load bullet primer 
Masker 6pec Wichita Hart §S Masker 8B Hall Ly/Sie 40x Sako 30.0g Ned! Euber 68g BT F305M 
Johnson 6ppc Polar Hart Sinclair Self Leu-Sie 45x Sako 29.0g H3ec Kein 68g FB 7-1/2 
Scott 6ppe Stolle Hart Sinclair Sinclair Prem-Leu 48X Sako 27.59 H3e2 Keim 68g FB Fed 205 
Parreco 6ppc Wichita Schneider Sinclair Sinclair Premier 18-40% Sako 28.09 H3ce Fowler 66g FB = Fed 205m 
Hottenstein Gppc Stolle Sherer Sauer Hall Unertl 36% Sako 28.0g 4322 Self 68g BT Fed 
Boop 6ppc Hall Hart Weider keider Leupold 36X Sako 27.0g H3e¢e Euber Fed 
Keim 6br Hart Hart Jones Jones Unertl  20X Rem 31.09 GI322 Keim 68g 205 
Daugherty 6ppe Xp100 Hart Schimpf Bill Hall Leupold 36x Sako 27.7g H3ee Metzger 65g F250m 
Wakley 6ppe Slv-rew = Hart Kein Self Unertl 30K Sako 51322 = Keim 68g Le 
Lockhart  § Gppc Hart Hart Kelby Self Unert] 30% Sako 28.0g H4095 Kiem 659 FB Win 
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FAIRCHANCE 


Fairchance hosted the NBRSA Pennsyl- 
vania State unlimited class championships, 
together with a heavy varmint class match 
on June 27th and 28th. The Fairchance 
range is reasonably near Jerry Masker’s 
home, so it was no great trouble for the 
Getzville Terror to bop over to Smithfield 
with his rail gun. Paul Johnson gave him a 
run for his money, and made him work for 
the big trophy however. As | look at the 
heavy varmint class results | see that Paul 
Johnson made Bill Rowley work for that tro- 
phy as well. We had better do something 
(fatal) about this guy .. . he’s becoming a 
real problem at times. 

Unlimited class (25 shooters) 100 yards: 
1.) Paul Johnson .2996, 2.) Russ Boop 
.3356, 3.) Jerry Masker .3456, 4.) Lowell 
Hottenstein .3474, 5.) Joe Lockhart .3610. 
Small group, Ted Parreco .192. At 200 
yards: 1.) Jerry Masker .3813, 2.) Dwight 
Scott .4098, 3.) Paul Johnson .4447, 4.) Ted 
Parreco .4904, 5.) Duncan Daugherty 
.4935. Small group, Bill Brawand .487. 
Grand aggregate: 1.) Jerry Masker .3634, 
2.) Paul Johnson .3721, 3.) Dwight Scott 


NBRSA Pennsylvania State Unlimited Championships, 


.4223, 4.) Ted Parreco .4277, 5.) Lowell 
Hottenstein .4318, 6.) Russ Boop .4347, 7.) 
Ron Keim .4456, 8.) Duncan Daugherty 
.4687, 9.) Jim Wakely .4700, 10.) Joe 
Lockhart .4825. 

Heavy varmint class (38 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Bill Rowley .2334, 2.) Jim Schultz 
.2366, 3.) Jesse Corder .2390, 4.) Wayne 
Utchel .2422, 5.) Jerry Masker .2444. Small 
group was Joe Lockhart’s .082 official 
screamer. At 200 yards: 1.) Paul Johnson 
.4297, 2.) John Sobolewski .4307, 3.) Ron 
Keim .4308, 4.) Dan McCarthy .4320, 5.) Bill 
Rowley .4422. Small group was John 
Sobolewski’s .360. Grand aggregate: 1.) 
Bill Rowley .3378, 2.) Paul Johnson .3444, 
3.) Ron Keim .3521, 4.) Lowell Hottenstein 
.3578, 5.) Russ Boop .3676, 6.) Dwight 
Scott .3690, 7.) Stan Buchtel .3735, 8.) 
Jesse Corder .3740, 9.) Joe Lockhart 
.3864, 10.) Jim Schultz .3900. 

Two gun aggregate: 1.) Paul Johnson 
.3582, 2.) Lowell Hottenstein .3948, 3.) 
Dwight Scott .3956, 4.) Jerry Masker .3959, 
5.) Ron Keim .3989, 6.) Russ Boop .4012, 
7.) Joe Lockhart .4344, 8.) Stan Buchtel 
.4387, 9.) Jim Wakely .4493, 10.) Duncan 
Daugherty .4603. 


Fairchance Gun Club, Smithfield Pennsylvania 


ENTIAT 


A 100-200-300 yard hunter class match 
at Entiat, Washington on July 25th and 
26th, with a very respectable attendance, 
28 shooters. 

At 100 yards: 1.) Steve Kostanich 250- 
16x, 2.) Ted Whitehall 249-15x, 3.) Bob 
Whitehall 249-1 2x, 4.) Jenifer Cote 249-7x, 
5.) Bob Miller 248-12x. At 200 yards: 1.) 
Elzie Scott 246-4x, 2.) Bob Whitehall 245- 
2x, 3.) Verne Johnson 244-1x, 4.) Steve 
Kostanich 244-0x, 5.) Jim Fugeta 244-0x. 
The 100-200 yard grand agg: 1.) Steve 
Kostanich 494-16x, 2.) Bob Whitehall 494- 
14x, 3.) Elzie Scott 493-14x, 4.) Jim Fugeta 
492-10x, 5.) Jenifer Cote 491-12x. Mr. 
Kostanich, of Chehalis, Washington shot a 
.308, Remington 722 action, Hart barrel, 
Weaver KT 6 scope, 41.5 grains of 4895 
with 150 grain Nosler bullets in a rifle 
smithed and stocked by himself. 

At 300 yards: 1.) Dairen Wortley 239-1x, 
2.) Jim Fugeta 238-3x, 3.) Bill Cote 238-2x, 
4.) Elzie Scott 238-2x, 5.) Bob Whitehall 
237-3x. The grand-grand agg, for 100-200- 
300 yards: 1.) Steve Kostanich 731-18x, 2.) 
Bob Whitehall 731-17x, 3.) Elzie Scott 731- 
16x, 4.) Jim Fugeta 729-15x, 5.) Jenifer 
Cote 727-12x. 


06/27/87 to 06/28/87 


HOLTON 


August 22nd and 23rd, at Holton, Michi- 
gan for the light varmint and heavy varmint 
classes . .. which seems to be the popular 
weekend match combo these days. Thirty 
eight shooters showed up for this one. 

Light varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Lowell 
Hottenstein .2348, 2.) Paul Johnson .2360, 
3.) Roger Avery .2804, 4.) Vic Halverson 
.3184, 5.) R. Davidson .3222. Small group, 
Paul Johnson .137. At 200 yards: 1.) Dwight 
Scott .3032, 2.) Roger Avery .3213, 3.) Paul 
Johnson .3240, 4.) R. Davidson .3421, 5.) 
Vic Halverson .3559. Small group, Ernie 
Haase .284. Grand aggregate: 1.) Paul 
Johnson .2800, 2.) Roger Avery .3009, 3.) 
R. Davidson .3322, 4.) Vic Halverson .3372, 
5.) Lowell Hottenstein .3425. Grand agg 
winner Paul Johnson of Ypsilanti, Michigan 
shot a 6PPC, Hall action, Hart barrel, 
Leupold-Siebert scope, and 29.0 grains of 
322 with Keim 62 grain bullets. 

Heavy varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) 
Roger Sutton .2512, 2.) John Gammuto 
(Editor: !) .2570, 3.) Paul Johnson .2656, 4.) 
Joe Bernard .2662, 5.) A. Kohout .2726. 
Small group was an .079 official screamer 
by Ray Marvin. At 200 yards: 1.) Harry 
Hoppe .3848, 2.) Paul Johnson .4188, 3.) 
Lowell Hottenstein .4427, 4.) A. Kohout 
.4503, 5.) R. Davidson .4539. Small group, 
T.Y. Hamilton .260. Grand aggregate: 1.) 
Paul Johnson .3422, 2.) A. Kahout .3615, 3.) 
R. Davidson .3793, 4.) Lanny Adams .3793, 
5.) Jim Boettcher .3821. Grand agg winner 
Paul Johnson, of Ypsilanti, Michigan shot a 
6PPC, Hall-M action, MacLennon barrel, 
Leupold-Premier scope, and 29.0 grains of 
322 with Simonson 68 grain bullets. 

The two gun aggregate was pretty much 
a foregone conclusion, since Paul Johnson 
had finished no lower than third at any of the 
four range aggregates, and had won both 
classes: 1.) Paul Johnson .3111, 2.) Roger 
Avery .3429, 3.) R. Davidson .3557, 4.) 
Lowell Hottenstein .3819, 5.) Vic Halverson 
3833. 
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THE 1987 NATIONALS, CHARLOTTE 


THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE RANGE’S EXPANSION 
Standing: (L to R) Larry Earp, Danny Regans, Barry Houser, Rob McCrorie, Pete Williams and Jef 
Juliao. Kneeling: David Tooley, Gary Faulk, Jef Fowler, Jack Nuyen, Shirley Fowler and Gordon 
Earp. 


THE TARGET CREW 
Center Rear - Jack Faulk, Target Master. Standing: (L to R) Shane Wyatt, Dori Faulk, Sherry Joines, 
Lynda Williams, Mike Kelbly and Rodney Butler. Kneeling: Shelbye Foster, Paul Morgan, Dana 
Regans and Jennifer Murr. 


Photos courtesy of Skip Gordon 
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MACKINAC STRAITS 


The Mackinac Straits club (one mile 
south of Moran, Michigan . . . look that one 
up in your Rand McNally) held a light varmint 
and heavy varmint classes match on Au- 
gust 15th and 16th, for 18 shooters. 

Light varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Fred 
Budde .2486, 2.) Stan Bowerman .2684, 3.) 
Dale Buelow .2932, 4.) Al Fay .4258 (that’s 
one heck of a drop off between the third and 
fourth spots). Small group, Len Nanzer 
.118. At 200 yards: 1.) Vic Halverson .3525, 
2.) Bill Gammon .3789, 3.) Joe Bernard 
.3896, 4.) Sonny Marvin .4173. Small 
group, Roger Sutton .416. Grand agg: 1.) 
Fred Budde .3559, 2.) Vic Halverson .3584, 
3.) Stan Bowerman .3774, 4.) Al Fay .3784. 

Heavy varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Bill 


Gammon .2788, 2.) Sonny Marvin .2856, 3.) . 


Vic Halverson .3006, 4.) Joe Shreve .3014. 
Small group, Shorty Geldaker .139. At 200 
yards: 1.) Stan Bowerman .3087, 2.) Shorty 
Geldaker .3417, 3.) Roger Sutton .3740, 4.) 
Bill Gammon .3743. Small group, again 
Shorty Geldaker, this time with a .447. 
Grand agg: 1.) Stan Bowerman .3170, 2.) 
Bill Gammon .3265, 3.) Shorty Geldaker 
.3300, 4.) Vic Halverson .3386. 

Two gun agg: 1.) Stan Bowerman .3472, 
2.) Vic Halverson .3485, 3.) Bill Gammon 
.3537. 


MINNETONKA 


A sporter class and heavy varmint class 
match at St. Francis, Minnesota on July 
18th and 19th. 

The Sporter class match was the Don 
Toomey Memorial Match, a transfer of sorts 
from the Cooperstown, North Dakota range 
which has held this particular memorial 
match for many years. The sporter class, 
with a total of ten shooters, had five NBRSA 
directors or past directors out of the ten... 
(Amundgaard, Prokosch, and Wyman - 
past directors; Tom Hexum - present direc- 
tor; Keith Hakeman - director elect). | guess 
that you just have to look at the bright side 
of things . . . if there was a crossfire, some- 
body should have known what the rule book 
said. . . with five directors all milling around, 
getting in people’s way in general. 

Sporter class (5 shooters, 5 directors) 
100 yards: 1.) Dwight Fitzsimmons .2898 
(not a director, you will note), 2.) Bill Keigan 
(not a director, you will note), 3.) Frank 
Brabec (not a director, you will note). Small 
group, Frank Brabec .162. At 200 yards: 1.) 
Dwight Fitzsimmons .4596, 2.) Frank 
Brabec .4836, 3.) Mike Prokosch .4919 
(Prokosch? Did you say Prokosch? You 
mean that seven shooters finished after 
him?) Small group, Tom Hexum .507. 
Grand agg: 1.) Dwight Fitzsimmons .3747, 
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2.) Frank Brabec .4223, 3.) Mike Prokosch 
.4282. Grand agg winner Dwight 
Fitzsimmons, of Dodgeville, Wisconsin shot 
a 6PPC, Stolle action, Hart barrel, Leupold 
36x scope, 26.5 grains of T322 with 68 
grain PCBC bullets, in a rifle smithed by 
Simison, and stocked by Sinclair. 

The heavy varmint class match was the 
first Ed Reiten Memorial Match, honofing 
one of the mainstays of early benchrest in 
the region. At 100 yards: 1.) Don Judd 
.2802, 2.) Bill Keigan .2848, 3.) Everett 
Amundgaard .3186. Small group, Dwight 
Fitzsimmons .136. At 200 yards: 1.) Don 
Judd .3706, 2.) Frank Brabec .4062, 3.) 
Mike Prokosch .4109. Small group, Dwight 
Fitzsimmons .431. Grand agg: 1.) Don Judd 
.38254, 2.) Everett Amundgaard .3739, 3.) 
Frank Brabec .3849. Grand agg winner Don 
Judd, of New Brighton, Minnesota shot a 
6PPC, Stolle action, Lilja barrel, Leupold 
36x scope, 27.5 grains of H322 with his own 
68 grain bullets, in a rifle smithed and 
stocked by himself. 

The two gun aggregate (the Maurice 
Jones Memorial): 1.) Dwight Fitzsimmons 
.3805, 2.) Frank Brabec .4036, 3.) Mike 
Prokosch .4207. 


CEDAR RAPIDS 


Alight varmint and heavy varmint classes 
match at 100 yards on August 16th at 
Cedar Rapids, lowa, with 13 shooters on 
hand. 

Light varmint class: 1.) Dwight 
Fitzsimmons .3058, 2.) Ed Cabor .3114, 3.) 
T. Torgeson .3260, 4.) Ed Kvarda .3810, 5.) 
Tom Hexum .3898. Small group was a .165 
by Ed Cabor. 

Heavy varmint class: 1.) Tom Hexum 
.1872, 2.) Ed Kvarda .2430, 3.) Dwight 
Fitzsimmons .2502, 4.) Ed Cabor .2634, 5.) 
D. Dorbeck .3134. Small group was an offi- 
cial screamer .099 by Tom Hexum. 

Two gun agg: 1.) Dwight Fitzsimmons 
.278, 2.) Ed Cabor .287, 3.) Tom Hexum 
.288. Agg winner Dwight Fitzsimmons of 
Dodgeville, Wisconsin shot a 6PPC, Stolle 
action, Hart barrel, Leupold 36x scope, 26.3 
grains of T322 with 68 grain unspecified bul- 
lets and Federal primers in a rifle smithed by 
Simison and stocked by Fred Sinclair. 
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